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REMINDER NOTICE
COUNCIL ELECTION - COAST RIDING - SHIRE OF BARRABOOL

SATURDAY AUGUST 5 1989

There are two candidates for the Coast Riding election:
Mr. Mick Archer and Mr. Brian Hurley.

By the time this newsletter reaches members there may just

be time - but only just time - for eligible voters who will
be out: of the district on polling day to apply for a postal
vote. The catch is that you have toc send or deliver your
application for a postal vote to the shire offices, the
returning officer then posts the ballot-paper to you and

you return the completed ballot-paper - all before Saturday

5 August, which doesn't leave much time.

Alternatively,» if you are an eligible voter who will be out
of the district on polling day, but who will be passing the
shire offices during office hours at any time before then,
you can simply call in and vote on the spot.

If you have any other enquiries you can ring the shire offices
at 4 Grossmans Road, Torguay Tel (052) 614202.

Those who are automatically enrolled to vote include anyone
enrolled as a voter for State or Federal elections who lives
within the municipal district (Barrabool Coast Riding) and
anyone who is the first named owner or occupier of property
in the district, though living elsewhere. For those in the
latter group, whose permanent residence is outside the district,
voting is not compulsory.

We are enclosing an application form for a ballot-paper with
this newsletter for those on our mailing list who live outside
the local district.

L

PROPUSED REZONING AND SUB-DIVISION WESY OF O°FDONOHUE ROAD

The Committee of Management of Angair, our sister organisation,
are deeply concerned at a proposal for rezoning, and sub-division into residential
lots of the land on the west side of O'Donohue Rd., i.e. the side facing Aireys
Inlet, at the edge of the existing residential zone in Anglesea. Over 400
residential blocks would be created in a wedge-shaped area, with the thin end
of the wedge running down to the Great Ocean Road. There would be a large
motel or other tourist related development at this corner. Much of the total
proposal will probably be approved by the Council and the Geelong Regional
Commission because it was agreed to in principle many years ago. However,
Angair members are particularly worried about the lower, or southern'end of the
wedge, near the Great Ocean Road. In their words "as you leave Anglesea.....
looking towards Aireys Inlet, you get your first real introduction to the Great
Ocean Road - a glorious panoramic vista with little of man-made intrusion upon it."
They want to keep this beautiful coastal drive free from urban development. If
you share their views, they urge you to write in protest to Mr. T. Roper,
Minister for Planning and Environment, P.O. Box 2240T, Melbourne 3001, and to
the Chairman and Commissioners, The Geelong Regional Commission, P.O. Box 770,
Geelong 3220.
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WETLANDS MEETING

The Wetlands Meeting, held on March 31lst, was a most informative and well
attended meeting (about 100 present in the hall). A good deal of water has flowed
under the Painkalac Creek bridge since then, but so many matters of interest were
discussed by our panel of visiting speakers that we feel you may be glad to have
this account of what they talked about. One fascinating aspect of the evening was
that while much of the discussion was couched in general terms (or, with the
Greenhouse Effect, in global terms) we can each of us embark on our individual
speculation about what may happen at Aireys Inlet, over the next 35 years, to the
beaches, the dunes, the inlet - and to the wetlands in the Painkalac Creek valley!
Remind your children, or grandchildren to check it out for you. We are indebted to
Ian Leslie who provided us with a summary based on notes compiled by him at the
meeting.

Wetlands Night Speakers and Topics

John Grigg chaired the meeting and introduced the four visiting speakers.

Jan Shaw, Manager, Wetlands Unit, Department of Conservation Forests and Lands,
spoke about the inter-departmental Wetlands Conservation Program, the value of
wetlands for survival, recreational opportunities they provide for both active
(e.g. game hunting) and passive (e.g. bird watching) pursuits, their contribution
to groundwater re-charge and their role in nutrient re-cycling.

The Wetland Conservation Program: About one third of Victoria's wetlands are already
lost and much more is under threat by drainage, by use as water storages and from
increased salinity. The Program aims to give priority attention to wetlands of

high conservation value. Purchase will be considered where such areas are in
private hands. Land-owners will be encouraged to place wetland conservation
covenants on land.

The public can help by supporting this Program, by joining the Wetlands Trust, by
making submissions when relevant enquiries are held and, very importantly, by
collecting data on local wetlands.

Brett Lane, Consultant Biologist and Ph.D. student, spoke specifically about the
Painkalac Creek wetlands. We have one of the few wetland areas on this stretch of
coast. It is valuable not only for scenic and landscape reasons, but also as
habitat for many bird, animal and plant species. Fish breeding, too, is active

in the wetter margins of the Inlet and Creek. Slides were shown illustrating the
change in plant communities with (often very minor) changes in topography and
with decreasing salinity as one progresses up the stream.

Problems include weed invasion, largely because grazing has disturbed the natural
balance of species, hydrological changes caused by drainage, as well as the
artificial opening of the sand-bar at more frequent intervals than would occur
naturally, and pollution from septic tanks and sullage water.

Solutions include restriction of grazing, keeping housing development as far back

as possible, and large blocks to assist "on site" disposal of effluent. "Reclamation"
of wetlands should be avoided. (The extensive dumping of filling would be an example
of so-called reclamation).

Barbara Wilson, Zoology Lecturer, Deakin University, dealt with the Flora and
Fauna Guarantee and the related benefits for the Victorian landscape, including
Wetlands. Significant areas can be considered for "listing" under the Act.

Plans will be developed to protect the particular values of listed areas. Interim
Conservation Orders can be applied where deterioration is likely to take place
while the listing process is under consideration. Community involvement is
important in collecting local data and in nominating significant areas for listing.




4. Dick Jenssen, Senior Lecturer, Meteorology Department, University of Melbourne,
spoke of the Greenhouse Effect and its consequences with respect to sea level
rises. He used the analogy of the electric blanket with different numbers of
covering layers. It is the Greenhouse Effect which keeps the planet at a habitable
temperature. The present concern is that the effect is increasing with an increase
of CO, etc. in the atmosphere because of man's activities, leading to a very gradual
rise in mean temperatures at the earth's surface (that is we have put another blanket
on the bed of the analogy). Small mean temperature rises can have very marked
effects on melting of polar and glacial ice as well as effecting thermal expansion
of the oceans.

A recent article, published in Nature, dealing with global average temperatures,
states that 1988 "was the warmest year since records began... and that eight of
the nine warmest years this century have occurred in the 1980s". It also points
out that "the observed warming is consistent with ...predictions of the greenhouse
effect".

The projected mean sea level rise for the year 2025 is between 13 and 55 centimetres.
The effect of this will depend on the topographic gradient of the land at the
coastline. It will thus have a more serijious effect in northern Australia than

in Victoria. The additive effect of even a minor rise can make the effects of
storms and wave surges much more serious, e.g. a 10 year frequency event could

well become a 1 year frequency event. What happens now when the sea level rises

by 30 cm (for whatever cause) could be happening all the time in 2025 A.D. One
writer on the subject has, pointed out coastal regions which he terms "priority areas
for assessment"” of the impact of sea level rise. Aireys Inlet is one of these
localities.

Joan Forster moved a vote of thanks to the four speakers, and to Pauline Reilly
for initiating and organising the meeting, to ANGAIR and in particular Ruth and
Jack Hurst for setting up the wetlands display on the stage.

Supper was provided by courtesy of the C.W.A.

Note: Anyone interested in joining the Wetlands Trust could enquire from Pauline
Rielly, Tel. (052) 896243 in Fairhaven, or the Wetlands Unit, Department of Conserv-
ation, Forests and Lands, in Melbourne.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS ITEMS

Discussions with Fire Brigade

AIDA representatives Dick Veasey, Netta Leslie and Brian Williams had a
cordial meeting with Fire Brigade Captain, Ross Girvan, last month. A photo map
was used to indicate our suggestions for emergency parking areas around the Inlet
Crescent, the Sanctuary and in the River Road - Great Ocean Road vicinity, among
other places. Ross felt that the AIDA proposals would be of interest to the Brigade,
but he pointed out that there was concern by them that emergency parking areas should
be obvious and readily accessible from the main road. Discussions are continuing.

Water Board

A tender has been accepted for water treatment works and this plant should
be in operation by Christmas. Payment will be spread over 20 years and it will
result in about a 16% addition to water rates.

Board member Geoff Williams has retired and the consequential vacancy on the
Board has now been filled by a new member, Ian Leslie.
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Dogs

It is perhaps timely to draw attention again to the problem of uncontrolled,
wandering and unduly inquisitive or grimly aggressive dogs in the district. They
cause annoyance on the beaches, they scatter rubbish from the bins and there have
been some attacks on people. The problem has been of concern to the Shire Council
and to the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands, and it has been considered
by a recent State Parliamentary Committee.

Quite restrictive regulations do exist already and it seems likely that there
will be community pressure for their more rigid enforcement if effective voluntary
control is not exercised by dog owners. It is noteworthy that Council regulations
prohibit dogs from the following beaches during the period 1 December to 30 April.

AIREYS INLET - 200 metres west of the east bank at the mouth of Painkalac Creek.

FAIRHAVEN - 200 metres either side of the Fairhaven Surf Lifesaving Club
along the coast.

MOGGS CREEK - 200 metres either side of Moggs Creek along the coast.
EASTERN VIEW - 200 metres either side of Spout Creek along the coast.

Department of Conservation, Forests & Lands regulations require that dogs be under
proper control at all times on all the Foreshore Reserves and under Council
regulations a dog must not be allowed to roam free outside the owner's land. The
courts tend to take a more serious view.of dogs biting people than of people
biting dogs - perhaps begause the latter does not occur very often.

Policing the requlations is a difficult task, and the advice we have had
from Council officers is that if definitive information is provided specifying
the problem dog(s) and, if possible, the owner(s) the Council Ranger will follow
the matter up - hence the slogan "Dob in a dog". The telephone number is
(052) 614202. We think this approach is well worth trying where there is a
problem - it is up to the individual to act.

Access to the Beach Where the Inlet Meets the Sea

We understand from the Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee that the Department
of Conservation, Forests and Lands will be completing works commenced last year to
provide pedestrian access to the mouth of Painkalac Creek - a path that will be
above the high water levels that occur from time to time in the Inlet. This will
come as welcome news to those AIDA members who felt that they might never have the
opportunity to set foot on that path when water levels are high.

Rocad Works

We are pleased to note that the AIDA request to the Road Construction
Authority has resulted in provision of a turning lane to cater for traffic
turning right from the Great Ocean Road into Lialeeta Road.

Shire Re-valuation

Concern has been expressed that the current Shire re-valuation of properties
could result in a disproportionate rate burden on the Coast Riding. Perhaps it
is too early to arrive at definite answers to this question, but rate-payers may
wish to keep one ear pinned to the ground, and to be in touch with their Coast
Riding council members if the clouds appear to be darkening.
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LOOKING AHEAD

In the last 12 months we have seen a remarkable change in the level of
concern for the environment. On all sides there has been increasing awareness
of the need to act quickly to protect our natural heritage before it is too late.
Many voices from the scientific community have warned  us how close we could be
to disaster, and arguments in favour of unfettered development, ignoring the need
for controls, have lost all credibility. Suddenly conservationists are finding
that they are arguing in a pro-conservationist atmosphere.

Another heartening sign is the increased involvement of young people in
environmental issues. They know they will have to live with the mistakes that
are made now. That should give AIDA members a good deal of encouragement because
it means that in many ways we are swimming with a swelling tide of public opinion.

How does all this bear on local issues in the Aireys Inlet district? At
least it should make us feel confident that the coastal strip, the inlet, the
wetlands and the Painkalac Creek Valley are defendable areas. In the last news-
letter we outlined a plan for AIDA tc join with the Geelong Regional Commission,
the Department of Conservation Forests and Lands, and the Barrabool Shire
Council in funding and launching a study of the Painkalac Creek Valley by
expert professional consultants. This plan is moving steadily, if rather slowly,
ahead. A steering committee with a representative from each of the four partic-
ipating bodies has met and agreed on terms of reference and a brief for the con-
sultants, who will soon be appointed. The study should lead to an assessment of
the environmental value of the valley and to recommendations concerning land use,
which in turn should lead to far more certainty about the future of the valley
than we have had so far.

The AIDA Committee has been keeping a close watch on developments and proposals
for new sub-divisions in Fairhaven and Moggs Creek, and will continue to do so.
We have appeared at a hearing of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal concerning
a proposed cluster development near the junction of Lialeeta Road and the Great
Ocean Road, and presented our views on the potential danger of pollution to the
waters of the inlet and adjacent wetland from a concentration of household
sullage and effluent. Arguments from various parties for and against the pro-
posed development lasted all day, and a decision will not be made by the chairman
of the Tribunal hearing until after he has inspected the site and considered
the arguments.

Among other activities we have engaged in, was a meeting with Council
representatives to discuss a wide range of issues, from dangerous intersections,
through proposed cluster developments, to sites for safety areas. This was a
very useful meeting and we hope to make it an annual event.

1989 AIDA COMMITTEE

President: John Grigg Committee members: Lewis Donachie
Vice Presidents: Joan Forster
Peter Maberly Smith : Janet (Netta) Leslie
Dick Veasey Ian Noble
Secretary: Brian Williams Pauline Reilly
Treasurer: Phil Ebbott , Peter Thompson

Guy Tuddenham
Maree Hart

We are sad to record the death this year of two former Committee members.
Phyl Waterhouse was well known and greatly admired in the district for her
work as an artist and for her enthusiasm over many years in helping to promote
the Art and Craft Show. Not so well known was her sterling contribution behind
the scenes as an AIDA Committee member.

Ken Macdonald, as a Committee member, and as a former President, was an
inspiration to us all with his unflagging enthusiasm and his work on behalf of
the Aireys Inlet community will be long remembered.

Both Phyl and Ken will be sadly missed.



