
AIREYS INLET AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION INC.

NEWS LETTER JUNE 1990

A DATE TO TUCK AWAY - BUT KEEP IN MIND

The AIDA Committee is planning to hold an open public meeting, later
this year, to discuss those crucial environmental issues that do, or
should, or sooner or later will, concern us afl as $/e ponder on the
past and wonder about the future of our coastal district. How best
ao ,. work together to preserve the rural-coastal }ocality that we

all cherish? Now you are asking yourself why the meeting date is not
displayed in bold type at the top. Well' we are working on the details
and our plans are not yet set in concrete. But if you think of the
last weekend of those school holidays which run into October - orr
alternatively, if you think of the first carefree Saturday after that
Great AFL Event - you will probably arrive, as we have' at the evening
of saturday, 6 october, 1990. Ample notice will be given when our
plans have been completed. Why not pencil that date into your diary
and check it out closer to the time.

NOTICEBOARD

May we remind you that AIDA now has its own noticeboard, available for
our notices and those of other community organisations. You will find
it beside the pathway leading to the post office. We hope that we can

move it to a more sheltered spot before too long-

ARE YOU AI,MOST AN OPTIMIST?

The gloomy doomsday pessimists have had plenty to talk about for a few

years. Ear be it from us to deprive them of whatever emotional satisfaction
they find in pessimism, but now, half way through 1990, for those AIDA members

who really and truly want to look on the bright side of coastal things, we think
we can point out a few promising signs. Broad ear-wrinkling grins are not
appropriate yet, perhaps never will be, but neither are sour, cynical grimaces'

please don't get too excited! No golden age is about to dawn. We are not
even announcing the arrival of untimited, unabated sanity, sweetness and light
in the local corridors of power, but we do have a little news that could help
to buoy your hopes if you are a cautious, uncertain optimist. As a start, let's
try three more or less related points-

* The painkalac Valley consultants have completed their study
and have submitted their report to the steering committee
for the four funding bodies (AIDA, Dept. of Conservation and

Environment, Geelong Regional Commission, and the shire of
. Barrabool)
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The G.R.C. is preparing a new, up-to-date Aireys Inlet
to Eastern View Structure PIan which we understand will
provide guidetines for local authorities over the coming
years.

The findings of the consultants' report will be made

public when the new structure plan has been prepared.
If the G.R.C. follows its usual procedure, it will issue
first a draft structure plan to be available for public
discussion and coflunent, at the local cornrnunity level ,
before the final document is produced. Before the l-982
structure plan was adopted a public meeting was held in
the ha1l, to allow for discussion of the draft document.

If you are saying to yourself that we have no way of knowing precisely
what the finat outcome of these moves will ber you are absolutely right. The
important point is that they are positive steps in the attempt to lay down

sound policies for the future of the district. It would be most surprising
if they failed to Iead to a much healthier planning situation than we have had
recently with regard to land use and conservation. There will- always be
differences, disputes, controversy, surrounding some smaller-scale 1ocaI issues,
but if we can get the right kind of broad overall planning policies, and if we

can have them settled once and for aII, we will really be achieving something.

You don't have to be involved with AIDA activities for very long before
you realise how easy it is to become almost exclusively negative in your
thinking. There is a danger that we can always be three steps behind, trying
to stem the tide of human depredation along the coast - trying to do that for
the best reasons of course. Now we have a chance to be three steps in front.
We can submit ideas to the G.R.C. for the revised structure plan, and play a

positive part in the planning process. The AIDA Committee is already working
along these lines, but we would like to involve as many of our members as we can.
That is one reason why we will be holding the general rneeting referred to earlier.

Another possibility we are looking at is to conduct a new questionnaire
or survey to gauge the opinions and attitudes of ratepayers and residents con-
cerning the kind of Iocality or district they want for the future. The last
major questionnaire we ran was held in December 1983. Every effort was made

to conduct a careful, objective and comprehensive survey, with no built-in
biases, and to distribute the question papers as widely and as fairly as we

could. We waited in some trepidation for the responses to roll in. IrIe need
not have worried. The results gave overwhelming support for the kind of policies
that we have since set out in the AIDA Aims and Policies docurnent. As it is now
more than six years since the last survey we feel that it would be useful to
have up-to-date fignrres to refer to. OnIy then c€rn any of us say "Most people
in this area want .......".

KEEPING THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD A GREAT OCEAN ROAD

Our friends in ANGAIR have been tireless in their efforts to save from
possible sub-division and development the coastaL region between Anglesea and
Aireys In1et" They believe it should be left in its natural state for future
generations to enjoy. In. line with the State's decLared coastal policy, they
believe that future residential development in our region should be confined to
the residential zones of existing coastal towns. Many AIDA members are also
members of ANGAIR, and both associations were well represented at a recent
hearing before the administrative Appeals Tribunal concerning a proposed sub-
division of freehold land fronting onto the Great Ocean Road between Point Road-
knight and Urquharts Bluff. This stretch of coastal road has the ocean and beaches
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on one side and wind-pruned heathlands and woodlands running up to the skyline
on the other. It has about it such a rare and competting and refreshing kind
of beauty that we tend to think of it as part of the national heritage, to be
preserved at all costs. Perhaps it is not surprising that a wide range of the
major conservation associations were represented at the hearing, and that the
reports given by expert witnesses, who were called upon to comment on flora and
fauna, and on landscape values, and on many other things, were so j-mpressive
and so insistent that this stretch of coastal land should be preserved in its
present state.

There is no saying what the outcome of the hearing will be. The Tribunal
must operate within certain legal and legislative constraints. But whatever
the outcome of the heariDgr d good deal of publicity has been given to the case
and there is some hope that, with public awareness of what is invol-ved, a
satisfactory solution can be found. It may still be possible that a portion of
the land cou1d be acquired for public ownership and reservation.

SOME OTHER AIDA ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR

Meeting with Shire Representatives

In March we had a very useful meetinq with representatives of the Shire of
Barrabool. It looks as though this could become an annual event - and we hope it
does. we seem to achieve a better level of understanding when we sit around a
table and freely discuss our problems than when we simply exchange l-etters. Don't
worry! I{e shall- continue to exchange letters - it's a habit we can,t break.
The Shire was represented by:

The Mayor, Tom Brown from }4oriac Riding
Coast Riding Councillors, Mick Archer, Pat Denham and Pat Hickford
Shire Officers, Merwyn Hair (Shire Secretary), Don Welsh lShire Engineer)
and Des Nicol (Planning Officer).

AIDA representatives were:
John Gri-gg(President), Pauline Reilly (Secretary), Rachel Faggetter and
Peter Thompson (Vice-Presidents), and Peter l{aberly Smith (Treasurer).

Yourre right of course. we are simply trying to remind you who they all are, because
occasionally it is handy to know when you want to complain about something that
is bugging you.
The forlowing list wirr give some idea of the many topics covered.

The private street scheme. The drainage scheme. work done on the old
tip site for the Pony club. waste correction and disposar. The pain*
kalac Creek Study.
Dangerous Road Junctions -
Great Ocean Road and Old Coach Road, Moggs Creek.rr rr rr rr Robyn Road, Idoggs Creek.rr rr rr rr Yarringa Road, Fairhaven.

:: :: :: " Lialeeta Road, Fairhaven.
" Boundary Road, Aireys Inlet.

A bus shelter for school children and others at the
and the Great Ocean Road.
Powered boats on the inlet and Painkalac Creek. The
down barriers on emergency access roads.
Walkways.
on the topic of rates, about which we raised a number of questions, the
Shire pointed out that $100,000 less had been received because of the
devaluation of industrial sites in the area, and therefore residents had
to meet the shortfall. There is some possibirity that the shire can

corner of Lialeeta

need for more knock
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change its system when new legislation is released on 1 Ju1y. It came

as a surprise to some of us to learn that only 38s" of shire revenue
comes from ratepayers, the remainder from government grants. A proport-
ion of the rates is allocated to each riding, the councillors sharing
it up for works in their areas. Does that suggest to you any possible
topics for discussion at our next general meeting? The message is: Get
in early with your ideas.

On Site Mee_ting with Engineers from the Shire and Vic Roads.

Following our meeting with the Shire representatives, \de arranged for
three AIDA corunittee members to inspect dangerous road intersections with two
engineers, one from the Shire and one from Vic Roads. Various suggestions
were made and since then some useful work has been carried out by those two
bodies to improve the system of road signage, to re-Iocate speed limit signs,
and to improve visibility at dangerous corners and intersections. These are
on-going problems and we shall keep working on them.

A }.IESSAGE FROI,I THE AIREYS INLET FORESIiORN COI.MITTEE - DOGS AGAIN

Dogs on beaches continue to cause concern to many people and it has been
suggested to the Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee that dogs should be specifically
prohibited from Sandy Gully Beach during the December - April period, as is
currently the situation in defined areas at the mouth of Painkalac Creek, at
Fairhaven, at l,loggs Creek and at Eastern View.

The opposite view has also been expressed by those who like some
opportunity to exercise their dogs on the beach during the summer. As indicated
in last JuIy's Newsletter, existing regulations require that dogs on the fore-
shore be at all times under proper control and restrained from causing annoyance
(for example, by sharing your lunch basket, or biting your ankles).

Before asking the Shire Council to consider extending partial or total
Summer prohibition of dogs from the Sandy Gu11y beach, the foreshore conmittee
would appreciate written comments prior to September from persons like1y to be
affected - these should be sent to: Secretary, Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee,
c,/o Post office, Aireys Inlet 322L.

SEEDS AND BIRDS AND PA}4PAS GRASS - MESSAGES FROM A BIRD OBSERVER

Seeds and Birds

Pied Currawongs feed in town gardens during the day, mainly in Autumn and
Winter. They fly in the morning from their roosts in the forest to feed on the
fruits of garden plants, many of them introduced, then commute back to their roosts
in the late afternoon. There they regurgitate undigested material.

Apart from the fact that Currawongs are known as a species that feeds on
African Boneseed, a declared noxious weed, viable seeds of the following plants
have been found under or near Currawong roosts:

Pyracantha (rirethorn), Crataegeus (Hawthorn) and Ligustrum (privet).
Although these plants may look attractive in town gardens, they degrade the

forest. If you care for the environment surrounding Aireys Inlet, \^/e suggest you
look carefully at what grows in your garden. If you canlt bear to get rid of the
offensive ones, at 1east. avoid pranting anything detrimental.
Pampas Grass

undoubtedly, Pampas Grass looks attractive, partic.ularly when its huge plumes
are displayed. But anyone who has inad.vertently walked into a bush knows how un-
attractive it can be and it is also highly flanunable, a definite minus in this dis-
trict. rt is a plant that takes over as its wind-borne seed can infest an area
within a radius of 25 km. rt seems to be taking over in Anglesea and Aireys Inlet
and every effort should be taken to prevent its spread. Eradication is difficutt
when plants are rooted deeply in the soil but smaller ones can be removed with a
mattock and a bit of sweat.


