
AIREYS INLET AND D]STRICT ASSOCIATIOTJ

JULY NEWSLETTER L992

',{IiJNIl.lG OR LOSING?

As usual, we have mlxed messages for our members in thrs newsletter: some
hopeful signs and some exasperating frustrations- On the hopeful s,i.de we
feel that in the local authorities and government departments that affect
our lives most of the decision makers are gradually coming to accept, if
only in a vague and general way, that our district has a special character
whlch should be preserved.

ADVA|,JCE NOTICE
:rlllli,lC MEETING --- FIRE SAFJTI'I'Y

The AIDA Committee is making plans for a public meeting,
earllz in October, to deal with a few important toplcs we
dare not ignore: fire safety, fire prevention, and the
corununity environment- Some details are yet- to be arranged
but we expect to have guest speakers from the C.F.A. and
from the Departr.ient of Conservation and trnvironment. The
opportunity will be provided to discuss matters of public
concern, and to asl: questions about the function and
policies of the various bodies lnvolved in fire safety,
about fire precautions, and abouL safety measures for
householders, in the event of fire, and about any other
relevant matters. Only those with very short memories can
avoid wondering about these quesLions now and then.

The meetj-ng w111 be open to aI1 interested people. Irie olan
to hold it at B-00pm on Friday 2nd October L992 (near the
end of the school holidays) - trJe hope it does not clash
witli any other major event, whetirer social , or sportj-ng,
or political - we had problems tlre 1*ear the AFL Grand
Final was put back a week. More information wilf be
provided closer to the meeting date.
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On tire frustrating side we often find that the particufar decisions they make
can be inconsistent and pretty strange" Even more often, maLters that one
might think would be dealt with promptly are put off for rnonth after month.
It is now more than twelve months since the discussion document, the draft of
the Structure Plan for Aireys Inlet to trastern View, was released for public
comment. We have been waiting for it to be adopted by the Barrabool Shire
Council and the Geelong Regional Commission- It looks as though we may have
to wait at least another two months.

During May, four of ou{ AIDA committee met with representatives of the Barrabool-
Shj-re to discuss current problems. Among the topics discussed were: the Draft
Structure Plan; the Councilrs proposed new code for residential building
regulations; tire sl-ashing and burning of wetlands; boating signs; street
lighting; the proposed sewerage scheme; drainage systems; and garbage disposal.

AIDA was also represented at a hearing of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal
concr:rning the council's plans for improving a section of the Old Coach Road
where i-t runs down to the Great Ocean Road. Everyone applauds the plans to
improve the rather dangerous junction between the two roads - indeed AIDA has
been asking if this could be done, fer quit.e a long time now. tsut we supported
iocal r:esidents who have asked Council to adhere to the present road alignraent
rather than straightening Ol-d Coach Rd as it descends towards the highway.
A decision is expected soon.

If you have been in Aireys Inlet over the past few months you wiII have noticed
some changes to the hall carpark. Firstly, L.he waberboard has seL up a depot
for the duration of the construction of the sewerage scherae. Secondly, tire
entrances to the carpark have been reduced to a single opening with kerbing and
a footpath- AIDA is hoping that this may eventually include a turning lane,
(ie. for those cars turning right into the carpark frorn the highway and a
deceferation lane for cars turning left into the carpari< - ) Discussions regarding
this possibility are being held with Vic Roads. The new mound that runs the
length of the carpark frontage, has been planted out by the hafl cornmittee with
indigenous plants. It is hoped that they will- flourish and provide wind shelter,
screening from the road, be visually attractive and provide shade from the hot
afternoon sun in summer.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEtrRS FOR THE SHIRE TOURIST 1NFOI{-,1AT]ON CARAVAN

The Barrabool Sh-ire Leisure Services Co-ordinator, Helen Dickson, has written to
local organisations including AIDA, with a request for volunteers to help staff
the Tourist Information Caravan next sunmer. It will- be operating in i\nglesea
again, from Decefiber 1992 until Easter 1993. Last January it v;as visited by over
900 people, but unfortunately lt was closed many times throughout the 9L/92 season
because there were not enough volunteers to keep it open - hence this request to
mernbers from local clubs-

Ilelen says Anglesea fiistorical Society members wifl be staffing the caravan every
Tuesday" It operates on two shifts - 9.30am Lo L2"30prn and l2.30pm to 3.30pm.
From late December to late January it operates daily, and from February to EasteL
just at the weekends.
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Volunteers help people with information on 1ocal services and attractions, with
the aid of an extensive range of brochures and maps.
Typical questions: "Where is Coogoorah Park?"

"VJhere are t-he best walking tracks and fishing spots?"
"inJhat accommodation options are there around here?,'
"Is there a film showing tonight?"

According to Helen Dickson's fetter, "Your cl-ub's involvement in this essentiai
community service would enhance your club's profile-" We are not sure how far
we want to have AIDAts profile enhanced, nor in what direction, but possibilities
do suggest themsefves for spreading the word about the nature of our corner within
the shire.

A bl-ank roster will be sent by the shire to interested individual-s and
organisations in early l{ovember, so preferred times and dates can be allocated.
If you would like to volunteer, or if you have any ideas concerning how AIDA
members might be involved, please send a note including your name, add.ress and
phone number to the secretary, AIDA, c/- post office, Aireys rn1et, vic 322L
or rlng the Secretary (Jane Grant) on (052) 896 566 -

RUN SI'illIlT, LOW GROUNDWATER!

lVhen you are escaping from the city for a quiet weekend at Aireys, pollution
would probably be the furthest thought from your mind. And so it should be,
but this retreat needs some effort on the part of all of us to keep it that wa1z.

Most people are now aware, due to thesaiinityproblems in the state, of the
relationship between groundwater and our rivers and streams. Local groundwater
is significantly affected by the quality of effluent draining from residents'
septic tanks and sand filters. Too often the "out of sight, out of m1nd,'
principle is applied and maintenance of these systems is forgotten.

If your wastewater is undertreated, it pollutes groundwater rvhich in turn
reaches waterways, such as Painkalac and Moggs Creeks, and eventually finds its
way to our local beaches. If your house water isn't clean you can liLerally
end up swirnrning in it.

Here's how to clieck:
If you have a sand filter, lift off the concrete 1id, look down the p.V.C. pipe
and see if there are any chlorine tablets sitting there. ?hey are usually
visible to the naked eye. If not, go down to the loca1 hardware and purchase
two or three- Throw them down the pipe. An alternative is to use pool chlorine
tablets. This should be done every two to three months- The next consideration
is your septic tank. I{irether you have a- sand fiiter or realin clrain sirstern, your
tank should be emptied every five to six years. Never been done since rebuilding
after the fires? Now's the time. This job must be done by a contractor.
Contractors are l-isted under "Septic Tank Cleaning Serv-i_ces" in the Geelong
District Yellow Pages. Quite apart from environrnental consicl,erations this is
a necessary maintenance job in order to prevent the system eventually breaking
dov;n or overflowing.

Untj-l some form of sewerage sclleme is adopted in Aireys Inlet we are al1 in some
sma1l way contributing adversely to the quality of the loca1 water v/ays. your
smaf1 contribution towards minimlsing this, colleci:ive1y makes a huge difference.
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SOME PI,AN?ING SUGGESTIONS

This year saw S.E.C. contractors in the area pruni-ng the native vegetation
growing under power lines. VJe al-l acknowledge the necessity of keeping
branches off wires to reduce the bushfire hazard, however it is alarning to
see whole trees rerooved and many roadside reserves becorning grasslands.

Eucalypt species are obviously unsuitable to grow in this area but when no
thought to replanting occurs the roadside ends up being mowed and nrowed,
introduced grasses appear (often from the ino\,{er itself) and fed by septic
run off quickly take over. ln time bush1and is replaced by wasteland.s of
weeds or neatly mown "nature strips" remini-scent of suburbia.

Replanting of suitable 1ocal vegetation has many positive benefits.
L/ After initial establ-ishr.rent the plants look after themselves.
2/ If the right species are planted they will need no pruning.
3/ They provide privacy and a buffer from noise and dust of roads.
4/ They attract local fauna and birdlife.
5/ No MORE MoI',lIIiG. (You don't real1y enjoy it do you?)

i'he best time to plant is Autumn and ltinter giving the plant.s a good few
months to establish themsefves in wet conditions before the dryness of Sumroe::.
Thls is advantageous if you are down only on weekends as the plants shouldn't
need watering.

Some species to consider are:
llyoporum lnsu]are "Boobi.a11a"-1ow fire risk due to sappy nature of l-eaves, makes
a good hedge.
Myoporum Viscosum - smaller leaves, shoulder high, beautiful white flowers.
tsanksia l{arginata "Silver Banksia" - waist high yellow flowers in Srunmer and
Autumn that bircls fove.
Corea Alba - knee high rvhite flowers in Autumn.
Bursaria Spinosa "Rattfe Bush" - highly perful.red flowers, prickly, a good
wandering dog deterrant.

For fast growth, local area species such as:
Acacia Vertici1lata or pri-ckly moses
Acacl" S,ral.reoie"s "yrtle wattte
Acacia l4acronata narrow leafed wattle
Acacia Paradoxa hedge wattle

tie talked recentli,u with Geoff Clarll , a horticulturalist specialising in local
vegetation, wi"to has his nursery in Anglesea. IIe has these and man)/ other equerlly
suitable plants, and he says they are relatively inexpensive. lle is happy to
advise, and can be contacted on Ph. (052) 531630.

ANGAIR I{ILDFLOVJER SHOW

Itle are pleased to give notice of this show run blz our sister organisation. It
has a great reputation with scores of people from far and near. Angair Inc"
(Anglesea and Aireys Inlet Society for tlre Protection of Flora and Fauna) wil-l
hold its Annual lr/ildflower Show in Saturday 2L September from lOam - 5.30pm and
Sunday 22nd from lOam to 5pm at the Anqlesea Hall- in l4cplillan Street.
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There will- be excursions to sefected locations in Anglesears renowned heathland
and woodl-and wildflower areas. Displays of wildflowers, local native plants
and natural history books for sa1e, paintings by Austr;rlian artists, art and
craft sal-es, a special stage display and a children's secti-on are among other
attractions.

Admissi-on is $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for pensioners and 2OQ for children - free
if accompanied by parents. Further information may be obtained frorn l{iss Ma::y
I{hite, 4 McMillan St-, Anglesea 3230- Phone (052) 631975.

VJEED WEEK

i^Jeed week at Aireys is organised by Angair Inc. and runs this year from Sunday
5th to Saturday l1th July. Weeders meet each day at 10am and 2pm, near the
corner of Beach Rd and Eaglerock Pde (Lands End) and continue their great work
for and hour or more, dependlng on inclination. They work at several locations
along the foreshore. Members and friends will be very wefcome with or without
an implement but the weeding implement of your choice (fork, secateurs, mattock
etc.) coul-d be handy. Enquiries - Evelyn Jones (052) 896 046 or Fl-ora Anderson
(03) 722 1776.

REPORTS FROM T}IE FORESHORES

Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee

The State Government has made funds available to the Department of Conservation
and Environment for employrnent of selected young people on approved coastal
foreshore works. The Committee has llsted priority matters for attention in its
area of responsibllity which extends from the mouth of Painkalac Creek to
Urquharts B1uff.

Maintenance and refurbishment of beach access tracks and steps and erosion control
work will receive particular emphasis. It is anticipated that a commencement will-
be made in the Sandy Gu1ly area in September.

The control of environmental weecls in accordance wiLh priorities set out in the
Commi-ttee's detaifed foreshore management plan continues to be of importance
and the effective implementation of this work is heavily dependent on vol-unteers
operating both as individuals and in groups. The Committee is particularly
appreciative of the sustained enthusiasm and good work of the "Friends of the
Coastal Reserve" 1ecl by Flora Anderson. This group has a working bee every
second month meeting at Lands End, near the corner of Eagle Rock Parade and
Beach Road. The next meeting is at lOam on Saturday llth July where the group
will join forces with the ANGAIR weed week team.

The iroreshore Committee's Chairman is Dick Veasey (052) 896 277 and Secretary is
Brian Wil-liams.
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Fairhaven Foreshore Committee

Three major issues have concerned this committee over recent months.
The first is the potential increase in the pollution of our beach by drainage
waters which rtav contain a degree of septic effluent. The implementati-on of
Stage Three of the Fairhaven Drainage Scheme could worsen this problem in the
area adjacent to tJre Falrhaven Surf Life Saving Club " The possible pollution
of Moggs Creek is also of concern. So far our attempts to persuade the
responsi-bIe authorities to establish an effective progra-lrufte to inonitor the
degree of the problem have faifed- l"Je simply do not know how serious ttre
problem is.

The second issue is the on-going problem of dogs on the beach. The present
regulations cannot be policed and are therefore not effective. We are
attempting to persuade the Shire to trial a total ban of dogs on the beach
during restrj-cted daylight hours over the surnmer period. (December - April) .

The third issue is the replacement of the toilet block at Eastern View, a
matter of great concern to many.

OUR AIDA MEMBERSHIP

We are pleased to record our current membership as 231, including 25 new
members this year- Scme of our I99l members have not yet renewed their
membership, but we anticipate that many of these will rejoin when they
receive a complimentary copy of this newsletter.

In addition to their membership fees we acknowledge with thanks donations of
$15 from John Cuming and $l-0 from Robert PurneII. we also wish to acknowledge
what amounts to a donation when persons from ttre one address each become a member.

It will be realised that our membership fee of $5 is finely tuned to the
Association's running costs which refate not only to the issue of newsfetters,
hall hire and the direct costs of administration, but afso to a variety of
other expenses which occur from time to time in our efforts to keep our
district the sort of place we all want it to be.
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