ATREYS INLET AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 1992

PLEASE NOTE : CHANGE OF DATE
FIRE SAFETY - PUBLIC MEETING
8.00 PM ON FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 1992
IN THE AIREYS INLET HALL

ALL WELCOME

The meeting will deal with various aspects of fire safety in
our local district from Urquharts Bluff to Eastern View, and
the surrounding countryside. The panel of guest speakers con-
sists of representatives from the C.F.A., the Department of
Conservation and Environment, the Shire of Barrabool, and the
C.S.I.R.0O's Fire Research Group, in their Building Construction
and Engineering Division.

There will be ample opportunity for questions and discussion
with our speakers. The purpose of the meeting is to share
information and to widen our understanding of what the various
bodies set out to do in their fire prevention activities and
their emergency procedures. We hardly need point out that it
cannot be a decision-making meeting where questions of policy
are concerned.

In our July newsletter we said we were planning this meeting for
the 2nd of October. Since then the following day, the 3rd of
October, has been announced as the date for the State election.
For various reasons, including the booking for the hall, we
decided to move our date to the other end of October. We hope
no one has been inconvenienced. For those who come from distant
parts, and who can take the odd long weekend, may we point out
that 30 October is the Friday before the Cup Day holiday.

Our speakers have been chosen so that we can cover matters ranging
from fire precautions in state narks and the forest environment

down to individual properties and questions about house design,
household precautions, and what to do in an emergency. Since these
are topics that must concern anyone with an interest in our particular
district, we do hope you can join with us to make the evening a
successful one.

WILL WE HAVE AN INDEPENDENT AIREYS INLET WATER BOARD IN 19937

For some time moves have been under way to bring about the amalgamation of water
boards in a large area of western Victoria. The idea is to merge them into one
super dooper mega water board. Aireys Inlet would be included in this scheme.
The members of our water board feel that this would be to the disadvantage of
our community. Details of the scheme are not yet clear, as far as we know, but
the AIDA Committee has discussed the broad concept and we agree that it would

be an unfortunate move. 1In our letter to the authorities concerned we point

out that the current operating costs, and hence our water rates in this locality,
more than favourably compare with those of larger bodies. We emphasise, too,

the advantages in having local community members personally involved in the work
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of our board. The super board, in contrast, would be remote, our representation
would be minimal, and access to members would be more difficult. Big is not
always beautiful.

THE SEWERAGE SCHEME RUMBLES ON (Very slowly)

We understand that the Aireys Inlet Water Board has received certain
suggestions from the Minister for Conservation and Environment, Barry

Pullen. Apparently the current site being investigated by the Water

Board for a treatment plant - the Board's preferred site - is viewed by

the Minister (or perhaps we should say by his advisers, whoever they may be)
as unsuitable for the purpose. We are not sure why. This site, off
Distillery Creek Road between Aireys and Anglesea, has figured in the Board's
plans for many years. In our view it is by far the best of those options
that are both available and practicable, and would cause the least environ-
mental disturbance. We wish someone could explain why it is considered
unsuitable. We gather that the Minister has suggested that Aireys Inlet
should link up with Anglesea and that both towns should use the site of the
o0ld International Truck proving ground for a treatment plant. We see two
major difficulties in this suggestion. The first is that our Water Board,
which is trying to retain its autonomous status, would then come under the
shadow of, or even be absorbed by, the Geelong Water Board. No one who has
followed the recent history of that board would relish this prospect. The
Geelong Board has plenty of problems already, and could not be expected to
devote much time or effort to ours. The second difficulty is that there would
be a further cost involved, probably some millions of dollars in all. No one
has told us who would bear this extra cost, and there is no prize for guessing
who would.

In order to keep householders in touch with the latest developments our Water
Board has given 'The Echo' newspaper a press release. If you can get hold
of 'The Echo' for Wednesday 23 September there should be something in that
issue, we think. There is also an information sheet available from the

Water Board office, near the hall, or from the Shire offices in Torquay, or
from the Chairman, Mick Archer, at his Rent-A-Hand premises on the Great
Ocean Road near the milk-bar. Forget our heading for this item. Keep both
ears pinned to the ground for the distant sounds of rapid developments.

PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF ANGLESEA

In the normal course of events AIDA gives close attention to what happens
between Urquharts Bluff and Eastern View, together with the adjacent hinterland.
Now and then something crops up which makes us look a little further afield,
because of its likely implications for our members. Last year, for example,

we gave active support to the appeal launched by the Great Ocean Road Committee
for funds to purchase privately owned land along the G.0.R., between Anglesea
and Urquharts Bluff, so that it might be retained as public open space.

Another example has come up now in the form of a proposed residential development
on the western side of O'Donohue Road. If this development goes ahead it will
move the residential rim on the western side of Anglesea a little closer in

the general direction of Aireys Inlet.

The proposed scheme involves a major undertaking with much detail to be taken

in by the casual observer. Up to 400 residential lots would be up for sale
together with the site for a tourist holiday resort near the corner of the Great
Ocean Road and O'Donohue Road. The proposal has been "on exhibition" at the
offices of the Geelong Regional Commission in Geelong, at the Barrabool Shire
offices in Torquay and at Mary White's home, 4 McMillan St., in Anglesea. We
understand that it will be on exhibition at least until the 29th of September.
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Various responses have come from groups and individuals in Anglesea,

ranging from criticism of particular aspects to objections to the whole
scheme. One important ingredient in the proposal is that a large portion

of land would be handed over for retention as public open space. Since we
feel that the proposal will be of considerable interest to our readers we

are including here two short pieces. Under A we simply note the points we
have made concerning the proposal in AIDA's submission to the Geelong Regional
Commission. Under B we give a view of the proposal from one of the two co-
editors of this newsletter, together with information for those who may wish
to send in their own comments to the G.R.C.

A. Points from AIDA's Submission

1. The proposed sub-division extends Anglesea's development beyond what is
a very adequate boundary - clearly identified. This raises questions
concerning the coastal policy of containing the residential development
of seaside towns such as Anglesea and Aireys Inlet.

2. While we see the attraction of obtaining a substantial grant of land for
public open space, the price paid is high because of the destruction of
very attractive wooded areas. Despite the suggested controls on develop-
ment, the small size of the blocks will inevitably result in extensive
clearing merely to build a house, with a consequent loss of native flora
and fauna.

3. Our main objection to the scheme is its unnecessary intrusion into the
Great Ocean Road viewscape. This view along the coast is regarded by
many as one of the best in the world and should be preserved at all
costs. We suggest that no development should come closer to the G.O.R.
than the first or second side street along O'Donohue Road. The proposed
tourist resort is much too close.

B. Some Further Points for Consideration by AIDA Members

The assessment report of the flora and fauna of the proposed development area
found approx. 45 species of orchids and rated the section containing Victorian
Grey Gum Heathy Woodland as being of national significance (see map). If

the subdivision goes ahead, stage one will cover this grey gum woodland.

The proposal invites "research and conservation groups to transfer selected
flora species to other locations on the balance of the land". How can this
be achieved in the case or orchid species sometimes dormant for two years?

The proposal sets out many guidelines for the retention and preservation of

the native vegetation. These include: site coverings including house, paving,
swimming pools, tennis courts, not to exceed 45% of total area, minimum setback
from O'Donohue Road of 10 metres and no cats or rabbits! After all this follows
the line "Any of these requirements may be reduced or waived with a permit."

Perhaps we can try to imagine how much original vegetation will remain when the
400 house blocks are divided off (minimum 600 sq. metres), roads and footpaths
constructed and sewers and S.E.C. lines laid underground. After this will be
considerable earthmoving for house sites, driveway construction and then
shaping of individual gardens.

Another consideration is the effect of night lighting, storm water drainage and
visibility. The report seems to consider visibility only from the Great Ocean
Road and says this will be possible only from Urgquharts Bluff and the area
directly below O'Donohue Road. This claim is certainly open to question.

The report suggests that the proposed area "lacks definition” as an entrance

to Anglesea and that the building of a resort would rectify this. Do you agree
with this?

There is no mention of how the greatly increased traffic flow would be handled -
would this necessitate a roundabout similar to the one in Anglesea Shopping

Centre that banks right up in summer traffic?



Approximate Times for Dealing with Proposal

* Geelong Regional Commission (who have not yet endorsed the proposal) display
the proposal and invite comments until the end of September. Comments can still
be sent in after this date.

* Comments considered for a few months and if no agreement reached the proposal
is referred to a panel.

* After 6 weeks panel reports to G.R.C.
* After 3 months panel adopts final report or alters it.

The final decision at this point rests with the Department of Planning and Housing,
the Minister is Mr. McCutcheon.

Letters should be headed "Amendment No. R.L. 105 and addressed to the Geelong
Regional Commission P.O. Box 770 Geelong 3220. FAX 21 1203.

QUICK SKETCH MAP: RE-ZONING AND SUB-DIVISION OF O'DONOHUE LAND

We are indebted to persons unknown for the map from which this is copied.
It fell off the back of a truck.
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