
Aireys lnlet & District Association

DECEMBER NEWSI,ETTER 1992

AIDA ANNUAI GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY 8 JANUARY 1993

7.30 FOR 8.00

IN THE AIREYS INLET HALL

IrIo, sorry, at 7.30 p.m. we are not serving drinks and
nibbles, but the doors wilt be open then for 1993 member-
ship renewals, for the inspection of wall maps etc., and
for meeting other AIDA memilers before the meeting starts
at 8.00 p.m. To save time and congestion at the door
p.lease fill in your membership subscription form and bring
it with you or, if you canrt attend, please post it to us
with your subscription. We are providing cuppas at the
other end of the meeting.

During the meeting the latest available information will-
be given concerning the Water Board, the sewerage scherne,
the structure p1an, the State Governmentrs review of
regional municipal councils, and varj-ous other hot.topics.
When will accounts be issued to property owners for thei_r
sewerage scheme upfront payments?
will the arnount still be $2,500 per property?
Whore well the treatment plant be located?
lv-ili t;he Aireys fniet to Eastern View Structure plan be
adopted. and released. to the pubtic in February?
If not, why not?
Irrhat plans does the shire councir have for our district
in 1993?
Ilil1 we still have our own local water board?
Vfho wins? Who loses?
hThere will it all end?
These are some of the questions. We shall be do.ing our
best to elicit some of the answers.

WHICH ANS?IERS? WHO CAN GIVE THEM?

Hard-won experience has taught us to be wary of leading our members to e)<pect
-uoo much. Neither the Barrabool Shire Council nor the Geelong Reqional
Commission has managed to startle us, at recent annual general meetings, with
the sudden revel-ation of major initiatives. For that reason, no promises.
And yet we really do hope that on the evening of Friday, 8th January, we can
provid.e informatron about some of the unresolved questions that should have
out-lived their normal shelf life many months ago.
Letrs take Lhe Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure plan as an example.
The draft, or Public Discussion Document, was released in June 1991. It had
been produced by the Geelong Regional Commission, "in conjunction with the
Shire of Barrabool", and we were all given three nonths if we wanted to send
in written submissions ahout the contents. we sent in one from ArDA,
applauding i*Ie main guidelines set out in the document, and making some
minor suggestions to do with matters of detail. vie felt it was a very good
document. Apparently not everyone shared that view. Since the 30th September
l99l it has been kicking arorrnd, or lying on various shelves, in either the
councir offices or the G.R.c. i/ihy coes that matter? !.[e think it matters
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because in the absence of a structure plan there are no clear guidelines on
all sorts of issues where Councils must make decisions. Could anyone approve
of a situation like that? Don't answer that question too quickly - it deserves
careful thought.

In case some of our readers are unfamiliar with the purpose of a structure plan'
we can do no better than quote from the Introduction to the Public Discussion
Docrunent. Its purpose is "to ensure communities develop in an orderly pre-
determined manner rather than as a result of ad-hoc decisions made in reaction
to particular events without reference to wider issues and long term needs".
It outlines the character of the area and lays down policies as a gn:ide to
desirable development over coming years. we have been thinking long and hard
about all that, and askingr at both the Council and G.R.C., whY the thing has
been delayed for so many months. Now for the al-raost good news. i{e have been
told that we could have some positive news to pass on at our meeting.

please don't get too excited, but there could also be news about o-tber'-
matters. The Water Board is expecting to hear, any day now, what has been
decided. a-bout the site for our sewerage scherne treatment plant. tr{hen that
has been determined the board will lose no time in sending out accounts, to
the property owners affected, as they fire the starting grun to launch the
necessary works. If you come from Moggs Creek or Eastern View you can heave
a temporary sigh of relief while the rest of us work out financial sums on
the backs of o1d enveloPes.

lVhat about the future of water boards, and the G.R.C., and the arnalgamation
of municipal councils in our region? Werd better stop before we get carried
awayl

AIREYS INLET ART AND CRAFT SHOW

FRIDAY I JANUARY 1993 IO.OO AM tO 9.OO Pi'I

SATURDAY 2 JANUARY 1993 10.oo AI4 to 5.00 PM

ANDERSON ROADKNIGHT HALL

This is always a popular show with a wide variety
of paintings, pottery, craft work and other articles
for sale. It should be well supported by our
members. Proceeds are divided equally between the
Aireys Inlet Primary School, the HaIl Committee and
AIDA.

REVISED MAP

Enclosed with this newsletter is a revised copy of AIDATs "streets and Locality
Map". Emergency telephone nr:mlcers have been updated, there are some minor
amendments to the street map and the Angahook section of the Angahook-Lorne
State Park is new. We are sending this complimentary copy to members. Other
copies wiII be on sale in the Aireys tnlet store.

AIREYS INLET LIGHTHOUSE OPENING

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority intends
to open the lighthouse tower at Split Point for
public inspection on Thursday the 7th and Friday
the 8th of January, 1993. We are not yet sure of
the opening and closing times. Staff of the
department come down for the two days and are in
attendance while the tower is open. In ord.er to
help defray costs there will be a small charge for
entry this year. Watch the AIDA noticeboard, near
the post office, for further details.
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TEI{ YEARS OI,]

To mark the r0th anniversary of the Ash !,Iednesday bushfires
being planned for the Sunday prior to the 16th of February,
will be the Anderson Roadknight Ha1l, Aireys Inlet. Watch
board for further information.

/

activities are
1993. The venue

the ATDA notice-

Thank you for helping to

FIFE PLUGS

The Fire Brigade requests that al1 householders with fire plugs situated.
outside their properties help thern by the folrowing rneans.

1- Clearing a vee or wed.ge shape to the post so that it is clearly visible
from the road when approaching by truck. The idea is that the reflectors
on these posts are able to be seen at night. There is no need io remove
any mature trees that inay be growing in this area, but any overhanging
branches that might obstruct access could. be pruned.

2. Exposing the steel plate below the post. This could be covered by
accumul-ated leaf litter. Lifi the plate and check that there are no
an-u nesis inside. If there are, d.es'troy the nest. you can imagi-ne the
problerns that could occur if fire crews lifted one of these lids in the
dark and it contained a nest of jumping ants.

The fire plugs are there to help protect your home.
keep then working efficiently.

IIAVE. YOU SEEN, ANY GOOD ORCHIDS LATELY?

l'Ian), AfDA members rely on ANGAIR newsletters to keep them in touch with local plant
doings and we have not tried to nake such matters a reg:ular feature of our
newsletters, but when we spotted in rThe Echor a front page article about arecent find by Kath l'torgan and Margaret l.lacDoaald ive thought we should foj_low
it up. At our request they harre kinCly suppiieC the foll-orving piece especia1-l12
written for those of our members who have been smitten by the orchid bug.

THEI,Y},IITRA },IERRANIAE REDISCOVERED

1992 has been the year of Moggs Creek for terrestial orchid enthusiasts. From
1927 to 1931 l,liss l4erran sutherland. who lived at 'The Neukr, tloggs creek,
collected sanrples of a new form of Thellnmitra growing in the area. W.H. Nicholls
rvho incl-uded this orchid in his olchids of Australia named this new species -''Thel1rmitrameIraniaeinMerran'@hasseentnerea:-sCovery
of this beautifuL blue dotted sun orchid. Although there is a comrnon species
of the blue dotted sun orchid (T.ixioides), 'merraniae' can be identified
by the prominent yellow wings on the pink colunur.

A report of l4errants find was recorded
With a copy of this article and a 1ove
challenge to retrace l{erranrs steps and

in Victorian Naturalist yoL.46, lgZg.
of the Moggs Creek area we accepted the
rediscover T.l.{erraniae. Merran's

description guided our footsteps.
'If gnouu Ln ihe dine aandu Aoil tl,Lat iA uALtfl.(- be.tiJezn Ainetl,s Tn{.ei end.
M1g.g: cnzeh, Ln tLw *tMlrq. 

^ch,Ledt-q, 
a,tso in Aome. Apo-tt a,Long tltz

oLd bu,sln n-oad,..on a nue ju,st below tie- 300 (oot ne-d" dond. h;.It Lohlene
theq g.e,t a.Lt- tlp .^.eepage. rt iA not yt.Lenti{1i.t-, bM iA ure,{t d.iat}1,Lbuizd.
9ue+,thz a.{one,said anea. Tt dewnd c1.wi.te aa"h.appA Ln ttne ofren in bunmfru
t/LQs'tt'L La'nd. a.t i.t doers Ln ,scaamyttl Innd unden tte.ot-. Tl,ta ,[!-o'we-tu u*1ro^i''
on Aunnu daqd wLtt't ct temysetuiulLe 06 abou.t.80 degnze,s Fain. Ln tltz'dLtad"e.,Early in october we spent the first of several weeklnds exploring various sj-testhat we felt fitted in with this description. our own knowled.ge of the area

was supplemented by discussions with Local historians and a visit to the mapsection of the State Library of Victoria. The information we gained supoortedour own theories and we continued our search with enthusiasm.
one special area near an 'old bush road.' seemed. particularly prornising. Therecertainly were many sun orchids in bud, including T.ixioides Lut would any of
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them turn out to be 'merraniae'? our patience was being tested as the bud.s
when first noticed were very immature, but on the last day of October we
were confident we had found a number of orchid plants which we knew were
not conventional Ixioides. vJe turned to Geoff Carr to help us verify our
find. His confident response that the plants were indeed. T.merraniae had
us very excited and keen to share our discovery with other orchid enthusiasts
as well as those who have a love for the Moggs Creek area and its history.
Thelirmitra merraniae is a delightful- sun orchid. We are proud to have been
involved in its rediscovery.

OTHER LOCAI CO}O4UNITY ORGANISATIONS

Over recent years we have incl-uded short reports from other 1oca1 bodies
in the AIDA December newsletter. This year we are printing reports from
just the two foreshore committees, with whom we work closely from time to
time, but we are listing names and telephone numbers in case you wish to
make contact wi--uh sofireone from one of the other bodies. If we have missed
any organisation which should be included in this group we would happily
add a name and a number for inclusion in the future.
NAMES AND NUMBERS FOR OTHER ORGANISATIONS

A.I. Rural Fire Brigade
A.I. Surf Life Saving CIub
A.f. Arts & Craft Show
A.I. roreshore Committee
Fairhaven Foreshore Committee
A.I. Red Cross Unit
A.I. Cricket Club
A.f. Tennis Club
A.I. e District Riding Club
l4usic Society of Victoria
A.I. Primary School Council
A.I. Playgroup
Anglesea Entertainers Amateur

Theatre Group
Roadknight HaII Committee

FAIRHAVEN FORESHORE COI'IMITTEE

l4r. G. lilcKnight
It{r. K. West
Mr. D. Thompson
l4r. B. Ifilliams
Mr. C. Boyd
Mrs.M. Hart
Mr. R. McKenzie
Miss J. Venables
I,lrs . G. lrlise
I4rs. J. Ellingsworth
Mrs. J. Grant
Mrs. K.C. Johnston

I4rs. B. Schulze
Mrs. B. Thompson

896 26L
896 86I
896 654

(o3)BO7 2077
896 698
896 316
896 479
896 212
896 409
632 237
896 566
896 62L

63L 394
896 654

A new committee was appointed by public meeting in August this year for a
three year term. There are some old faces present and several new ones.
The current secretary is Ki-t Boyd of Moggs Creek (ph: (052) 896 698).
Management coordination with the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources is now through the Iocal office in Anglesea. This should result
i-n improved coordination or works activj-ties.
Arr, ongoing problem retnains - the control- of animals on the beach, particularly
during good weather over the summer period. The shire has indicated that the
trial banning of dogs on the beach at Sandy Gully between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm
has proved of inconclusive benefit, and despite requests from this committee
to implement a similar trial- ban on the Fairhaven/Eastern View beaches, council
has indicated its unwillingrness to extend the trial- to Fairhaven for the current
sufllmer season. Could we please remind all dog owners that it is an offence to
allow any dog on the beach not under the control- of its owner. The commi-ttee
requests the cooperation of all responsible dog owners to minimize the problem
of unsupervised dogs on the beaches. Any offendj-ng dogs should be reported to
the Barra-boor shire Ranger (Ph: (052)614 2o2 or Mobil-e: 0f8 524 429).
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A]REYS INI,ET FORESHORE CO}4I4ITTEE

There has been quite a lot of activity over the past twelve months in the
Committee's area of responsibility which extends from the mouth of Painkalac
Creek to Urquharts Bluff.
The Committee operates on the basis of a detailed managtement plan which it had
prepared in 1991 with the general policy objective of conserving the natural
features of the area in a manner which provides opportunity for appropriate low
intensity passive recreation.
Management of the cl-iff top vegetation is an impor-uant element of this plan
with particular attention given to control- of noxious and environmental- weeds
and the encouraqement of indigenous natrive plant species. A number of priority
areas have been designated which are consid.ered practicable to maintain or
develop free from invading non-indigenous species. Great assistance for this
work has been forthcoming frorn individ.uals and groups of volunteers, and
particularll' gro* the "Friends of the Coastat R.eser.te" giroup.

Capital works on the foreshore reserve are subject to planning and aporoval
by the Department of Conservation and lJatural Resources and associated agencies.
During the year Victorian Government funds became avai-lable to the Department
for coastal works which would create productive job opportunities for unemployed
persons. i{orks undertaken by the Department on this basis in our area incl_uded
traffic barriers and a cliff top viewing platforra adjacent to Sunnynead tseach
at the end of Boundary Road, traffic barriers along Eagle Rock parade and
major re-aligning and refurbishing of access to Sandy Gulllz Beach. The Department
was not prepared to undertake or authorise maintenance of dupli-cated. access
tracks and steps to this beach.

other works undertaken during the year with the heip of various
and organisations include maintenance and some surfacing of the
associated seats, grass cutting and blackberry spraying.

THE FIRE SAFETY PUBLIC }EETING

This meeting which 1^ie ran at the end of october gave those who were present
much topical information- The following points we noted at random from the
many made by our visitinq speakers.
Vulnerable areas of houses include sub-floors, i.e. plinth boards ignitingfrom ground strewn burning litter, roof cavity, sparks entering under roofingmaterial and lodging in ceiling, Ieaf l-itter burning in gutters and ignitingfascia boards, timber additions to main structure, i.e. pergora, verandahs,
decks and' steps, timber frames around windows and doors where burning debrislodges in corners. Garden features crose to house, i.e. red gum sieepers,firewood stacked against house wali. objects on verand&, i.e. doormats andplant pots.
C.S.f.R.o- research shows that most houses take hours to burn down and areignited by sparks or embers and. that this is consistently the cause comparedto radiated heat-

individuals
cliff vralk and
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FOR TI]E AIDA A}.JIiUAL GENERAL I.,METING

8.OO PM FR.IDAY 8 JANUARY ].993 I}I THE HALL

AGENDA

Minutes of previous A.G.M.

Financial Statement - Treasurer

Annua1 Report and Recent Developments - president
Other Reports: Chairman tlater Board (includ.ing Sewerage Scheme)

Council Matters
Generar Business - including dj-scussion of questions arising from

earier agenda items, questions or items given to the
secretary in writing before the meeting starts, and
anv other items raised from the f1oor, if time permits.

Election of Committee for 19936.

President:
Vice Presidents:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Other mernbers:

Meeting to crose no later than 10.00,om, forlowed by the opportunity for
personal discussion with shire councillors, comrnittee members and others
over a cup of tea or coffee

THE OUTC-OING AIDA COMMITTEE - AT THE END OF 1992

Peter Thompson
Jim Harrison, Guy Tudd.enham
Jane Grant
Peter Morgan
Pam Arnold, Lewis Donachie, Rachel Eaggetter,
John Grigg, Angus McKenzie, Kim Neubecker, Frank Repsys,
David Thompson, Brian Williams.

we would' like to acknowledge the time and effort generously contributed by threepeople who are not committee members. Roger Peverill has provided. computerskills to help with our membership U-sts and address Labels. Betty Thompsonhas typed our newsletters. Cr. l4ick Archer has attended our committee meetingsas an observer and is arways ready to herp when we use the ha1l.

I{OMINATIONS FOR THE A]DA COI,{M]TTEE 1993

Nomination forms should. be in the hand.s of the Secretary, Jane Grant, not less
than seven days before the A.G.l{. on B January 1993. If posting send
c/o Post Office, Aireys Inlet, 322L. Norninees and proposers should be
AIDA members and the forrn must be signed by the nominee to acknorvledge
acceptance. If more than one form is needed, simply write a copy of the
tear-off slip. The Secretary, Tet. (052) 896 566, or any other mernber of
the 1992 Committee can help if you need more information or someone to
counter-sign a form.

NOI.III{ATION FOR}-{: AIDA CO}4I4ITTEE: 1993

Person nominated

Proposed by:

(blocl< Letters please): ...

Acceptance of nomination (signed)

(dated)


