Aireys Inlet & District Association

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 1992

ATIDA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
FRIDAY 8 JANUARY 1993
7.30 FOR 8.00 P.M.

IN THE AIREYS INLET HALL

No, sorry, at 7.30 p.m. we are not serving drinks and
nibbles, but the doors will be open then for 1993 member-
ship renewals, for the inspection of wall maps etc., and
for meeting other AIDA members before the meeting starts
at 8.00 p.m. To save time and congestion at the door
please fill in your membership subscription form and bring
it with you or, if you can't attend, please post it to us
with your subscription. We are providing cuppas at the
other end of the meeting.

During the meeting the latest available information will
be given concerning the Water Board, the sewerage scheme,
the structure plan, the State Government's review of
regional municipal councils, and various other hot topics.

When will accounts be issued to property owners for their
sewerage scheme upfront payments?

Will the amount still be $2,500 per property?

Where will the treatment plant be located?

Will the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure Plan be
adopted and released to the public in February?

If not, why not?

What plans does the Shire Council have for our district
in 19932

Will we still have our own local water board?

Who wins? Who loses?

Where will it all end?

These are some of the gquestions. We shall be doing our
best to elicit some of the answers.

WHICH ANSWERS? WHO CAN GIVE THEM?

Hard-won experience has taught us to be wary of leading our members to expect
too much. Neither the Barrabool Shire Council nor the Geelong Regional
Commission has managed to startle us, at recent annual general meetings, with
the sudden revelation of major initiatives. For that reason, no promises.
And yet we really do hope that on the evening of Friday, 8th January, we can
provide information about some of the unresolved questions that should have
out-lived their normal shelf life many months ago.

Let's take the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure Plan as an example.

The draft, or Public Discussion Document, was released in June 1991. It had
been produced by the Geelong Regional Commission, "in conjunction with the
Shire of Barrabool", and we were all given three months if we wanted to send
in written submissions about the contents. We sent in one from AIDA,
applauding the main guidelines set out in the document, and making some

minor suggestions to do with matters of detail. We felt it was a very good
document. Apparently not everyone shared that view. Since the 30th September
1991 it has been kicking around, or lying on various shelves, in either the
Council offices or the G.R.C. Why does that matter? We think it matters
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because in the absence of a structure plan there are no clear guidelines on

all sorts of issues where Councils must make decisions. Could anyone approve
of a situation like that? Don't answer that question too quickly - it deserves
careful thought.

In case some of our readers are unfamiliar with the purpose of a structure plan,
we can do no better than guote from the Introduction to the Public Discussion
Document. Its purpose is "to ensure communities develcp in an orderly pre-
determined manner rather than as a result of ad-hoc decisions made in reaction
to particular events without reference to wider issues and long term needs".

Tt outlines the character of the area and lays down policies as a guide to
desirable development over coming years. We have been thinking long and hard
about all that, and asking, at both the Council and G.R.C., why the thing has
been delayed for so many months. Now for the almost good news. We have been
told that we could have some positive news to pass on at our meeting.

Please don't get too excited, but there could also be news about otber-
matters. The Water Board is expecting to hear, any day now, what has been
decided about the site for our sewerage scheme treatment plant. When that
has been determined the board will lose no time in sending out accounts, to
the property owners affected, as they fire the starting gun to launch the
necessary works. If you come from Moggs Creek or Eastern View you can heave
a temporary sigh of relief while the rest of us work out financial sums on
the backs of old envelopes.

What about the future of water boards, and the G.R.C., and the amalgamation
of municipal councils in our region? We'd better stop before we get carried
away .

ATIREYS INLET ART AND CRAFT SHOW

FRIDAY 1 JANUARY 1993 10.00 AM to 9.00 PM
SATURDAY 2 JANUARY 1993 10.o00 AM to 5.00 PM

ANDERSON ROADKNIGHT HALL

This is always a popular show with a wide variety

of paintings, pottery, craft work and other articles
for sale. It should be well supported by our
members. Proceeds are divided equally between the
Aireys Inlet Primary School, the Hall Committee and
AIDA.

REVISED MAP

Enclosed with this newsletter is a revised copy of AIDA's "Streets and Locality
Map". Emergency telephone numbers have been updated, there are some minor
amendments to the street map and the Angahook section of the Angahook-Lorne
State Park is new. We are sending this complimentary copy to members. Other

copies will be on sale in the Aireys Inlet store.

ATREYS INLET LIGHTHOUSE OPENING

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority intends
to open the lighthouse tower at Split Point for
public inspection on Thursday the 7th and Friday
the 8th of January, 1993. We are not yet sure of
the opening and closing times. Staff of the
department come down for the two days and are in
attendance while the tower is open. In order to
help defray costs there will be a small charge for
entry this year. Watch the AIDA noticeboard, near
the post office, for further details.
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TEN YEARS ON

To mark the 1l0th anniversary of the Ash Wednesday bushfires activities are
being planned for the Sunday prior to the 16th of February, 1993. The venue
will be the Anderson Roadknight Hall, Aireys Inlet. Watch the AIDA notice—
board for further information.

FIRE PLUGS

The Fire Brigade requests that all householders with fire plugs situated
outside their properties help them by the following means.

1. Clearing a vee or wedge shape to the post so that it is clearly visible
from the road when approaching by truck. The idea is that the reflectors
on these posts are able to be seen at night. There is no need +o remove
any mature trees that may be growing in this area, but any overhanging
branches that might obstruct access could be pruned.

2. Exposing the steel plate below the post. This could be covered by
accumulated leaf litter. Lift the plate and check that there are no
ant nests inside. f there are, destrxoy the nest. You can imagine the
problems that could occur if fire crews lifted one of these 1lids in the
dark and it contained a nest of jumping ants.

The fire plugs are there to help protect your home. Thank you for helping to
keep them working efficiently.

HAVE. YOU SEEN: ANY GOOD ORCHIDS LATELY?

Many AIDA members rely on ANGAIR newsletters to keep them in touch with local plant
doings and we have not tried to make such matters a regular feature of our
newsletters, but when we spotted in 'The Echo' a front page article about a

recent find by Kath Morgan and Margaret MacDonald we thought we should follow

it up. At our request they have kindly supplied the following piece especially
written for those of our members who have been smitten by the orchid bug.

THELYMITRA MERRANIAE REDISCOVERED

1992 has been the year of Moggs Creek for terrestial orchid enthusiasts. From
1927 to 1931 Miss Merran Sutherland who lived at 'The Neuk', Moggs Creek,
collected samples of a new form of Thelymitra growing in the area. W.H. Nicholls
who included this orchid in his Orchids of Australia named this new species -
"Thelymitra merraniae in Merran's honour. This year has seen the rediscovery

of this beautiful blue dotted sun orchid. Although there is a common species

of the blue dotted sun orchid (T.ixioides), 'merraniae' can be identified

by the prominent yellow wings on the pink column.

A report of Merran's find was recorded in Victorian Naturalist Vol.46, 1929,
With a copy of this article and a love of the Moggs Creek area we accepted the
challenge to retrace Merran's steps and rediscover T.Merraniae. Merran's
description guided our footsteps.

"It grows An the fine sandy s04k that is usual between Aireys Inlet and

Moggs Creek, in the marnshy parts chiefly, also in some spots along the

old bush road, on a rise just below the 300 goot red sand hill where

they get all Zhe seepage. It is not plentiful, but is well distributed

overn the aforesaid area. 1% seems quite as happy in the open Ln swampy

heath Land as it does in swampy Land under trees. The tLowerns expand

on sunny days with a temperaturne of about §0 degrees Fahn. in the shade.’
Early in October we spent the first of several weekends exploring various sites
that we felt fitted in with this description. Our own knowledge of the area
was supplemented by discussions with local historians and a visit to the map
section of the State Library of Victoria. The information we gained supported
our own theories and we continued our search with enthusiasm.

One special area near an 'old bush road' seemed particularly promising. There
certainly were many sun orchids in bud, including T.ixioides but would any of
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them turn out to be 'merraniae'? Our patience was being tested as the buds
when first noticed were very immature, but on the last day of October we
were confident we had found a number of orchid plants which we knew were

not conventional Ixioides. We turned to Geoff Carr to help us verify our
find. His confident response that the plants were indeed T.merraniae had

us very excited and keen to share our discovery with other orchid enthusiasts
as well as those who have a love for the Moggs Creek area and its history.
Thelymitra merraniae is a delightful sun orchid. We are proud to have been
involved in its rediscovery.

OTHER LOCAL COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Over recent years we have included short reports from other local bodies
in the AIDA December newsletter. This year we are printing reports from
just the two foreshore committees, with whom we work closely from time to
time, but we are listing names and telephone numbers in case you wish to
make contact with someone from one of the other bodies. If we have missed
any organisation which should be included in this group we would happily
add a name and a number for inclusion in the future.

NAMES AND NUMBERS FOR OTHER ORGANISATIONS

A.I. Rural Fire Brigade Mr. G. McKnight 896 261
A.I. Surf Life Saving Club Mr. K. West 896 861
A.I. Arts & Craft Show Mr. D. Thompson 896 654
A.I. Foreshore Committee Mr. B. Williams (03)807 2077
Fairhaven Foreshore Committee Mr. C. Boyd 896 698
A.I. Red Cross Unit Mrs.M. Hart 896 316
A.I. Cricket Club Mr. R. McKenzie 896 479
A.I. Tennis Club Miss J. Venables 896 212
A.I. & District Riding Club Mrs. G. Wise 896 409
Music Society of Victoria Mrs. J. Ellingsworth 632 237
A.I. Primary School Council Mrs. J. Grant 896 566
A.I. Playgroup Mrs. K.C. Johnston 896 621
Anglesea Entertainers Amateur

Theatre Group Mrs. B. Schulze 631 394
Roadknight Hall Committee Mrs. B. Thompson 896 654

FAIRHAVEN FORESHORE COMMITTEE

A new committee was appointed by public meeting in August this year for a

three year term. There are some old faces present and several new ones.

The current secretary is Kit Boyd of Moggs Creek (Ph: (052) 896 698).
Management coordination with the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources is now through the local office in Anglesea. This should result

in improved coordination or works activities.

Ancongoing problem remains - the control of animals on the beach, particularly
during good weather over the summer period. The shire has indicated that the
trial banning of dogs on the beach at Sandy Gully between 9.00 am and 6.00 pm
has proved of inconclusive benefit, and despite requests from this committee

to implement a similar trial ban on the Fairhaven/Eastern View beaches, council
has indicated its unwillingness to extend the trial to Fairhaven for the current
summer season. Could we please remind all dog owners that it is an offence to
allow any dog on the beach not under the control of its owner. The committee
requests the cooperation of all responsible dog owners to minimize the problem
of unsupervised dogs on the beaches. Any offending dogs should be reported to
the Barrabool Shire Ranger (Ph: (052)614 202 or Mobile: 018 524 429).
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AIREYS INLET FORESHORE COMMITTEE

There has been quite a lot of activity over the past twelve months in the
Committee's area of responsibility which extends from the mouth of Painkalac
Creek to Urquharts Bluff.

The Committee operates on the basis of a detailed management plan which it had
prepared in 1991 with the general policy objective of conserving the natural
features of the area in a manner which provides opportunity for appropriate low
intensity passive recreation.

Management of the cliff top vegetation is an important element of this plan
with particular attention given to control of noxious and environmental weeds
and the encouragement of indigenous native plant species. A number of priority

areas have been designated which are considered practicable to maintain or
develop free from invading non-indigenous species. Great assistance for this
work has been forthcoming from individuals and groups of volunteers, and
particularly from the "Friends of the Coastal Reserve" group.

Capital works on the foreshore reserve are subject to planning and approval
by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and associated agencies.

During the year Victorian Government funds became available to the Department

for coastal works which would create productive job opportunities for unemployed
persons. Works undertaken by the Department on this basis in our area included
traffic barriers and a cliff top viewing platform adjacent to Sunnymead Beach

at the end of Boundary Road, traffic barriers along Eagle Rock Parade and

major re-aligning and refurbishing of access to Sandy Gully Beach. The Department
was not prepared to undertake or authorise maintenance of duplicated access

tracks and steps to this beach.

Other works undertaken during the year with the help of various individuals
and organisations include maintenance and some surfacing of the cliff walk and
associated seats, grass cutting and blackberry spraying. )

THE FIRE SAFETY PUBLIC MEETING

This meeting which we ran at the end of October gave those who were present
much topical information. The following points we noted at random from the
many made by our visiting speakers.

Vulnerable areas of houses include sub-floors, i.e. plinth boards igniting
from ground strewn burning litter, roof cavity, sparks entering under roofing
material and lodging in ceiling, leaf litter burning in gutters and igniting
fascia boards, timber additions to main structure, i.e. pergola, verandahs,
decks and steps, timber frames around windows and doors where burning debris
lodges in corners. Garden features close to house, i.e. red gum sleepers,
firewood stacked against house wall. Objects on verandah, i.e. doormats and
plant pots.

C.S.I.R.O. research shows that most houses take hours to burn down and are
ignited by sparks or embers and that this is consistently the cause compared
to radiated heat.

/6



= 6 e
FOR THE AIDA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
8.00 PM FRIDAY 8 JANUARY 1993 IN THE HALL
AGENDA

. Minutes of previous A.G.M.

d

2. Financial Statement - Treasurer

3. Annual Report and Recent Developments - President
4

. Other Reports: Chairman Water Board (including Sewerage Scheme)
Council Matters

5. General Business - including discussion of questions arising from
earier agenda items, questions or items given to the
secretary in writing before the meeting starts, and
any other items raised from the floor, if time permits.

6. Election of Committee for 1993

Meeting to close no later than 10.00 pm, followed by the opportunity for
personal discussion with shire councillors, committee members and others
over a cup of tea or coffee.

THE OUTGOING AIDA COMMITTEE - AT THE END OF 1992

President: Peter Thompson

Vice Presidents: Jim Harrison, Guy Tuddenham

Secretary: Jane Grant

Treasurer: Peter Morgan

Other members: Pam Arnold, Lewis Donachie, Rachel Faggetter,

John Grigg, Angus McKenzie, Kim Neubecker, Frank Repsys,
David Thompson, Brian Williams.

We would like to acknowledge the time and effort generously contributed by three
people who are not committee members. Roger Peverill has provided computer
skills to help with our membership lists and address labels. Betty Thompson

has typed our newsletters. Cr. Mick Archer has attended our committee meetings
as an observer and is always ready to help when we use the hall.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE AIDA COMMITTEE 1993

Nomination forms should be in the hands of the Secretary, Jane Grant, not less
than seven days before the A.G.M. on 8 January 1993. If posting send

c/o Post Office, Aireys Inlet, 3221. ©Nominees and proposers should be

AIDA members and the form must be signed by the nominee to acknowledge
acceptance. If more than one form is needed, simply write a copy of the
tear-off slip. The Secretary, Tel.(052) 896 566, or any other member of

the 1992 Committee can help if you need more information or someone to
counter-sign a form.

NOMINATION FORM: AIDA COMMITTEE: 1993

Person nominated (block letters pleasSe) i c.iieetieeeeeneseeaseeooeanacnnnns
Proposed BYy - L G s s s BEE RS S R R R s
Acceptance of nomination (signed) 000 CPHDY 6 ECOCTNO 6t BT © o
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