
AIREYS INLET AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATIOIJ

JIIID-YEAR NEWSLETTER - JUNE 1993

ADVANCE NOT]CE - FOR YOUR DIARY

PUBLIC MEETING - INFORMAT]ON NIGHT - DISCUSSION FORUM

FRfDAY } OCTOBER 1993

8"OO PM IN THE AIREYS INLET HALL

AIDA is arranging this night for those who try to keep
in touch with what is happeni-ng, and what is likely to
happen, in AIREYS INLET, FAIRHAVEN, MOGGS CREEK AND

EASTERN VIEW - and even in the rest of what remains of
the Barrabool Shire.

Hear nearly a1l that you wanted to know, but were almost
afraid to ask, about:

. Changes to Barrabool (and how our rates may be
affected) .

. The Structure PIan - policies for the future.

. The Painkalac Valley - down to the ln1et -
What fies ahead?

. The Sewerage l,forks - fatest news and what to
expect.

. Other Things That Are Sure To Crop Up By October.

More detaifs later in this newsletter.
The meeting date is some months dwdlr so please watch the
AIDA noticeboard, outside the P.O., as the time draws near.

FIRE E}IERGENCY CALLS

please note that the fire emergency telephone number for both Aireys Inlet
and Anglesea is now 222 333. Your copy of the AIDA "Street and Locality
Map" should be altered accordingly.

COUNCIL ELECTIONS - A COMPLETE SPILL FOR BARRABOOL?

We will need to keep both ears pinned to the ground, and both eyes fixed
on the local papers, in case there is some change in plans, but we under-
stand that on the normal date for council elections, Saturday the 7th of
August, Barrabool Shire is required to have a spi1l of all council members
and to conduct an election for 9 councillors based on an undivided munic-
ipality (i.e. no wards or ridings). This follows from the amalgamation of
the Geelong councils and the redrawlng of boundaries with a substantiaf
reduction in the size of Barrabool. Unless there is a change in p1ans,
there should be notices in the local- papers on about the 19th of June,
and the closing date for the nomination of candidates would probably be
about the 14th of Ju1y. From there on it would be open slather and all
in together and the devil take the hindmost - metaphorically speaking of
course. This will be both an unusual and a very important election,

/')



-2-

Those ratepayers who are eligible to vote, and who wish to vote, but expect
not to be in the shire on election day, should make early application for
postal vcting papers from the shire office once the announcement has been
made and candidates have been nominaLed.

AS TIME GOES BY OT

THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGING OT

CAUGHT YOU NAPPING: OT

WiiY YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS OUR OCTOBER PUBLfC }4EETING

Choose a heading from those we've offered - we thought we'd give you that
option. or, if you feel so inclined, you can write in your own. You may
well ask: What are they on about this time? The problem is that so many
radical and unexpected and rather unnerving changes are taking place. or
are about to happen, or are being talked about, that we don't know where
to start. One thing is clear. They are changes that will have a lasting
impact on our coastal region. You don't befieve us? Letrs take an
example or two.

Did you know that the Geelong Regionaf Commission is about to disappear?
The head of the Commission has been sent on feave and an administrator,
Peter Johnstone, has been appointed to complete the winding up (or winding
down) process. The GRC no longer has any planning functions. Who will
do what it used to do for our: part of the world? There are those who
earnestly believe there are no good local authorities and that one fewer
wil-l- be a good thing. While that view may be an understandable one,
we think it is rather superficial. The demise of the GRC was perhaps
inevitable foflowing the amalgamation of the urban municipalities in
Geelong, but we will miss it. For an association like ours, with our
aims and policies, it was a good friend when good friends were needed but
were rather thin on the ground.

Do you know what is to happen to the Shire of Barrabool now that it has been
partly dismembered? If you do you might telI the shire councillors.
Various possibilities have been suggested, including the formation of a
coastaf shire or amalgamation with Winchelsea. We may have to wait some
time for an answer. With the change of boundaries that took effect on
May the lSth the population of our shire was almost halved, with a con-
sequential reduction in annual rate revenue of about 1.25 million dollars.
Mrat that will do to the level of staff and services is anyone's guess.

The redrawing of boundaries and amalgamation may be an excellent way to go

in some circumstances, but not if you are completely in the dark concerning
the consequences. There has been a great deal of discussion, in the media,
about the urban councils of Geelong and their amalgamation, with arguments
for and against. Unfortunately shires on the fringe, like Barrabool,
attract much l-ess attention, and having suffered the amputation of its most
rapidly growing areas, Barrabool- has been left out in the cold, feeling
rather forlorn. Whichever way we go it is important to remember the kind
of locality we are and what gives our district its special character.

THE OCTOBER PUBLIC MEETING

As you will have seen, in the panel at the head of this newsletterf AIDA
plans to hold an information night in the local hall for members and others
interested in current matters affecting the future of the Aireys Inlet
district, on Friday lst October, which is the last Friday of the 3rd term
school holidays. Attention will be given to summarising the main provisions
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of the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure Plan that was adopted by
the Geelong Regional Commission and the Barrabool Shire in February of
this year.

This plan incorporates many of the matters advocated b.y AIDA for conservation
of the unique character of the area and the control of inappropriate develop-
ments. We hope to make available information on a wide range of subjects
but as detailed discussion of alf the matters raised in the plan would clearly
not be practicable, it is proposed to concentrate attention on the specific
policies relating to the Painkalac Creek valley, the future of which has been
the subject of much effort by AIDA over many years.

With the demise of the Geelong Regional Commission and the likely restructuring
of the Barrabool Shire it is especially important that AIDA be a front runner
in ensuring adequate follow-up action to implement the relevant policies
set out in the Structure Plan.

The Structure Plan's policies for Pai-nkalac Creek are reproduced in full at
the end of this newsletter. The complete Aireys Inlet to Eastern View
Structure Pl-an j-s also well worth perusal and can be obtained from the Shi-re
for $10. The AIDA Committee also has some copies for perusal.

Other matters proposed for the meeti-ng agenda include:
* Information on the Barrabool Shire re*structure and boundary changes,

and what we can expect as rate-payers.
* Information on the progress of sewerage works.

CATS

If you are beginning to feel that for AIDA this is the Year of the Cat, you
could be right. With the expected reintroduction of The Companion Animals
Bill in the sprinE session of Parliament the AIDA committee is taking a
cJ-ose look at the issue of cat ownership. To this end the committee had
guest speaker,Dr. Graeme Smith from the Lost Dogs Home and Cat Shelter of
North Mel-bourne, talk at the May committee meetj-ng. Dr. Smith spoke of the
numbers problem and dangers from the feral cat population in the metropolitan
area. In addition to about 10,000 dogs, they handle about 6,000 cats each
year, of which only about 6 cats, or one in a thousand, are identified and
reclaimed by their owners. They hold all animals for a statutary 8 days
before any further action is taken. Approximately 85e", or 5100 cats have
to be put down. Because of the sensitive nature of the Aireys Inlet environ-
ment and because feral cats do exist here, his talk was most relevant.
The basic premise of Dr. smith's talk was responsible cat o!./nership. He made
the point that the feral population would quickly reduce if it wer-e not being
constantly supplemented by domestic cats becoming stray. There is also the
issue of spaying female cats that are not being used for breeding purposes.
Cat owners are asked to consider that most killing of native animals by cats
occurs at night and to this end cats need to be kept inside between dusk and
dawn. There is also now a cat registry. This works by the following system:
domestic cats wear a numbered collar. This number is sent to, and recorded
at the cat shelters. If the domestj-c cat is inadvertently trapped in a cat
trap designed for feral cats, or even if it becomes lost and is picked up, its
owner will- be notified and can come and collect the cat. Cat traps are being
widely used in the metropolitan area. These traps do not injuas animals, only
contain them.

Holiday resorts are often used as dumping grounds for unwanted pets by people
returning to the city. AIDA feefs that the native bird and animal population
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of this area needs to be protected from unhindered breeding of feral animal-s.
I{hen we said to Dr. Smith that we thought Aireys, like most other places,
would have anti-cat and pro-cat lobby groups, he wisely pointed out how
important it is to have both groups appreciate the nature of the problem and
that boLh should then recognise and agree upon the sorution. For more
information about the supply of cat registry coll-ars please keep an eye
on the AIDA noticeboard.

AIREYS INLET/FAIRHAVEN WASTEWATER DISPOSAL SCHEIM UPDATE

Contract work has commenced in the Aireys Infet and Fairhaven catchments for
the construction of sewers, manholes, pumping stations and rising mains.
The proposed disposal and treatment site is undergoing surveying and soit
testing. The Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources is currently
negotiating with Alcoa Aust. Ltd., the release of this site from the Alcoa
lease so that long term lease of the site may be undertaken by the Aireys
Inl-et Water Board.

"The Board anticipates detailed planning of pondage and'irrigation
areas will be completed in 1993 and work commence on-site in l-994."

Aireys Inlet Water Board Newsletter Jan ,93.
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5.8 The Environmental Strategy.(S." p.3 of this newsletter.)
GRPS: Geelong Regional Planning Scheme '/
DCNR: Department of Conservation and Natural- Resources. Areas A,B,C and D are
shown on the map overleaf, which is copied from Map 5 of the Structure plan.
5.8.1 The Painkatac Creek

Goal The protection of the Painkalac Creek and its value as an environment of high
regional signlficance and visual quality.

Policies

The Painkalac Creek Valley shall be protected to reflect its environmental value and
ownership patterns by the following actions:-

' Mellors Swamp (area A) and the Painkalac Creek Reserve (area B) shall be
rezoned to Public Open Space -F- Flora and Fauna Reserve.

' Any rezonlng of areas C and D which would result in a significant change to the
present ruralcharacter and landscape characteristic shall not be perrnifteJ.

. The western bank of the Painkalac Creek south of the Great Ocean Road and
extending to the Rural Natural Features zone shall be rezoned to public Open
Space - F - Flora and Fauna Reserve.

. No proposals to allow a sports oval within the Painkalac Creek Valley will be
supported. Access to the creek south of the Great Ocean Road will be iermitted
only for passive recreation including fishing and non-motorised boating. Council
shall endeavour to ensure that motorised craft are not used on the Creek.

. Protection of Area C from the inappropriate development of the existing lots shall
continue through the strict administration of Council's discretionary planning
powers under Clause 42-1.2 of the GRPS.

. DCNR shall enter into negotiations with the owner of area D regarding the
exclusion of stock from the margins of the freshwater swamp and its revegetition.

. The section of the Proposed Arterial Road Reservation which crosses the
freshwater swamp shall be deleted from the GRPS and the present route will
continue to be used.

. The Shire will develop a pedestrian link along Council owned land from the Great
Ocean Road along the east side of the creek (between the creek and the rear of
the shops), along River Road and northwards along Bambra Road to link with the
Jan Juc to Moggs Creek Surf Coast Walk. No routes next to the creek or through
areas of significant vegetation or habitat should occur.

The creek valley shall be protected from the effects of nearby development and human
activity by the following actions:-

The Shire and DCNR will monitor the effect of erosion and take preventative
measures where necessary.

The creek valley shall be given priority in Council's weed control program within
the study area (see 5.7.4 below).

No further indigenous vegetation shall be alienated for Disaster Assembly Areas in
the creek valley, including Mellors Swamp.

The EPA shall test the painkalac creek waters annually to monitor the
effectiveness of the reticulated sewerage system.
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