AIREYS INLET AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION IXNC.

SEPTEMBER 1993 NEWSLETTER

REMINDERS

There are two matters in particular that we want to bring to the notice of
all AIDA members.

1. The public meeting we are holding, in the form of an information/discussion
night about current issues, on Friday 1 October (see below).

2. The chance, indeed the invitation, to give the recently appointed Local
Government Board your views about the kind of shire you would like to have
following the changes that may be made soon to the Shire of Barrabool and
neighbouring areas. You can send a short note, or a longer letter, or even

appear in person at a hearing to be arranged by the Board. See details later

in this newsletter.

PUBLIC MEETING

What has changed, is changing, or may socn change in our district

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION NIGHT
8.00 PM FRIDAY 1 OCTOBER 1993 IN THE
AIREYS INLET HALL
MAIN ITEMS

1. What About Barrabool?
What residents and ratepayers need to know. Facts and figures
to do with the still uncertain future of our Barrabool Shire.

Speaker: Mervyn Hair, Director of Administrative Services and
Shire Secretary

2. The Sewerage Scheme and the Water Board
How far the scheme has progressed. What happens from here on,
and what that means for us.

Speaker: Mick Archer, Chairman of the Aireys Inlet Water Board
3. We Have a Plan. How Do We Use It?

The Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure Plan - What it
recommends, with particular reference to the Painkalac Valley.

Speaker: John Grigg, former AIDA President and member of the
steering committee which arranged for the enrivonmental
study of the valley.

Time will be allowed for questions or discussion on each topic.
All Barrabool Shire Council members have been invited to attend.
We aim to close the meeting no later that 9.45 p.m., followed by
tea or coffee and the opportunity for informal discussion.

If you are unsure about what has been happening to the local shire, and what

will happen next, you are not on your own. We are all in the same boat. With
any luck some things will be clearer by the lst of October, and we should be

able to leave the meeting better informed and with a better view of the path

ahead. We have asked Merv. Hair to speak on this topic because no one has a

better grasp of the present situation and the likely consequences if this or

that option is adopted, for a shire of a different size and shape.
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Even years after reticulated water started flowing through the pipes of
Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven some of us wondered whether our grandchildren
would live to see a sewerage scheme really working. Now it is all going
ahead, and the Water Board Chairman, Mick Archer, can not only bring us
up to date, he may also be able to answer some of the pressing questions
you have been waiting to ask him.

Perhaps it is too early to say how much will change now that the

Geelong Regional Commission has been disbanded. The G.R.C. took primary
responsibility, in consultation with the Shire of Barrabool, for putting
together the Structure Plan which was subsequently adopted by the Shire
Council. Incidently it jointly owned, with the shire, some of the swamp
land and river flats in the Painkalac Valley, on either side of the Great
Ocean Road, near the bridge. Through its zoning authority it played a
major part in determining land use. What will happen now? John Grigg
will deal with the topic of the Structure Plan recommendations and the
future of the Painkalac Valley. It has been suggested that it would be

a step in the right direction to have an interest group who can focus
their attention on the valley and determine how best to ensure that the
recommendations in the Structure Plan are put into effect. It could be an
off-shoot of AIDA or a separate "Friends Of ...." type of group. We hope
to pursue this idea at our public meeting. If you are interested and
would like to join such a group please let us know at the meeting or drop
a note to the AIDA Secretary, c/o P.O. Aireys Inlet 3221.

We hope members will understand the need to keep strictly to the agenda and
the purpose of the meeting. We know there are many other problems and issues
that various people are deeply concerned about. But we decided that we should
concentrate on three broad issues, and since this will be a public meeting,
not an AIDA general meeting, other matters will have to be dealt with at

some other time.

JUST IN TIME

Just in time to remind you that you have about one week left if you would like
to respond to an invitation that may never occur again. The new Local Govern-
ment Board would like to know what people in each locality think about possible
shire amalgamations and the re-drawing of shire boundaries in our area.

Now if you are like most of us your immediate and instinctive response to

the last two sentences was to shrug your shoulders, look wistfully into the
distance, and mutter softly to yourself that it's all too hard. With that

in mind we must hasten to tell you what we heard from Leonie Burke's own lips
during a recent radio interview. She chairs the new board, and she said that
it was in their interest to hear as many opinions as possible. They would
give the same sort of attention, she said, to a little hand-written note as
they would to an elaborate type-written submnission. (We had the impression
that she would actually prefer the little hand-written note - but that should
not deter you if you like doing typed submissions). They will take scant
notice of identical photo-copied letters signed by different people. She
claimed that they were concerned to find the right process in decision making,
and that they needed to know what people really wanted. They may arrange to
hold hearings, so you should let them know if you would like to appear in
person and be heard.

Most AIDA members will have received the Barrabool Shire Newsletter headed

"Country to Coast" which has been mailed to all rate-payers. We gatiher from

that newsletter that the two main options would be for a straight amalgamation

of Winchelsea Shire and Barrabool with its present diminished boundaries, or

for a "surf coast" shire which would include Torquay (now part of Greater Geelong).
We have heard that, from some of the rural areas of Winchelsea, there has been

a proposal to amalgamate with Colac. If that suggestion were taken up, it could
leave Lorne, now part of Winchelsea, to join a coastal shire.
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If the first option, amalgamation of Winchelsea and Barrabool, were to be taken
up the shire offices would probably be in Winchelsea township, even though
what now remains of Barrabool has a larger population than the Winchelsea
Shire, because the Barrabool offices are now in Greater Geelong. Where does
all that leave us? The AIDA Committee has discussed the matter at some length
and after weighing pros and cons has come down clearly in favour of a coastal
shire. We believe that ease of access is very important, whether in terms of
distance or of attitude and understanding. Winchelsea is a rural town, with
its own very proper rural concerns, which may not coincide with ours. The
Local Government Board has been asked by the Minister to consider, among other
things:

(a) sociological, demographic, topographic, economic and employment

patterns and factors in the area covered by the review; and

(b) community or diversity of interest in the area, including community
identity, expectations and involvement.

We believe that on both these scores a coastal shire is more likely to serve

the needs of our district. Each of us must come to her or his own decision.

We can only urge you, whatever you decide, to send that short note, or longer
letter, addressed to the Local Government Board, 4th Floor, 500 Bourke Street,
Melbourne, 3000. Please send it in time to reach them by the 24th of September,
1993. We are making no apology for giving arguments in favour of only one option.
You would have to look elsewhere for the opposite arguments because we failed

to come up with any.

SUNDRY ITEMS OF LOCAL NEWS

New Post Code in the New Year

Australia Post has informed Aireys Inlet residents that our postcode is to change.
The reason for this is that the o0ld code is a general mail centre code used to
cover places without their own postcodes. From the 1lst of January 1994 Aireys
Inlet, Fairhaven, Eastern View and Moggs Creek will have the postcode 3231.

Positions Vacant

1. As most people will be aware, Aireys Inlet has an annual Art and Craft Show
over the first weekend of the new year. In August a committee was formed to
plan and manage this event. Funds raised are put back into the community via
the primary school, AIDA and the Hall Committee. This year we are short of a
treasurer. This job involves attending a brief meeting once a month from
August until the show. On the weekend itself the treasurer is required to
record sales over the two days. If you are interested please contact the
secretary David Thompson on (052) 896654.

2. You may have noticed over summer and school holidays a tourist information
bus parked in Anglesea. The Anglesea and Aireys Inlet Tourism Association
is looking for volunteers to help staff this bus in short shifts over the
summer period. The job would involve directing people to the locations of
various tourist facilities in the area and helping with general inquiries.
For more information phone Marion Russell on (052) 631649.

Companion Animals

The companion animals bill will be put forward for approval in the next sitting of
parliament. If it is enacted, Barrabool Shire has pledged to adopt its
recommendations. This should then bring into force things such as Cat Regis-
tration that were mentioned in the last newsletter.

Garbage
The AIDA Committee has written to Barrabool urging that further development and
implementation of garbage recycling be considered.
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THE PANEL REPORT ON THE O'DONOHUE

LAND PROPOSAL

A good summary of this report appeared in the September ANGAIR newsletter,
prepared by Mary White. Many or our readers will have seen that summary,
so we'll just admit that we are borrowing heavily and provide a few of the
main points here. The report, which went to Barrabool Shire Council,
followed a lengthy hearing by the three person panel especially set up to
consider the proposal, by the owners, for re-zoning and sub-division into
residential lots of a large wedge of land on the western fringe of Anglesea.
The proposal allowed for the rest of their land, in the Aireys Inlet
direction, to pass over to public ownership. There were many objections
to the proposal on the grounds that residential development should not be
allowed, for environmental, ecological and landscape reasons.

There were two sections to the report - a majority report by two members

and a minority report by one. Both reports acknowledge the importance of

the flora and fauna of the area, and reject the proposal as it stood. The
majority report supported the transfer of 95% of the land to public owner-
ship, allowing about one sixth of the development in the proposal. The
minority report recommended that no zoning approval be given for any develop-
ment, and that O'Donohue Road should remain the western urban boundary of
Anglesea.

The Barrabool Shire Council accepted the majority decision but allowed
slightly more land for development on the grounds that 5% of land amounted
to more than the 8ha. set down in the majority report. It will now be up
to the shire and the proponents, or the owners of the land, to confer.

We understand that the owners could appeal against the decision, but in
any case, the matter could eventually find its way to the Minister for
Planning who will no doubt make the final decision.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS TRIBUNAL

HEARING

A hearing to consider appeals against the decision to grant a permit for
a building on the sub-divided portion of the Mansfields' land, on the
Great Ocean Road between Anglesea and Aireys Inlet, has been scheduled
for the 12th and 13th of October on the 10th Floor, 500 Collins Street.
AIDA will be represented among the sixteen-odd appellants.



