AIDA NEWSLETTER MARCH 1995

ON SUNDAY 5 MARCH 1995

OUR VERY OWN LOCAL (MODIFIED) CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY

At our first meeting for the year the committee decided that AIDA should support
clean up activities without going through the official procedures of registration
and so on. Time was running out, and no one had leapt forward saying, "I'd like
to be the organiser. Let me attend to the official part". So we decided to help
the foreshore committees in whatever they were doing - and guess what: they, too,
are running modified (unregistered) Clean Up Australia Day activities. That could
be just as effective as going the official way, provided that we have a good roll-
up, or turn-out, of AIDA members.

Both our foreshore committees are looking for helpers on the day and, unlike
AIDA, they are smaller self-contained management committees with no membership
lists to call upon. It may be of interest that the dividing line between the
Aireys Inlet and the Fairhaven foreshore committees is more or less where the
waters of the inlet (sometimes) run out to the sea, but on an occasion like this
they won't be unduly worried about strict demarcation lines. They will both be
involved with beach, roadside and trackside cleaning, or anything else that cries
out for attention.

SUNDAY 5 MARCH

With the Fairhaven Foreshore Committee:
9.30 a.m. Meet at the Fairhaven Surf Life Saving
Club by the Great Ocean Road

OR

With the Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee:
10 a.m. Meet at the Disaster/Assembly area
(over the road from the lower, or creek-side
i shops, near where Inlet Crescent meets the

‘ highway) .
L

|

All gquite unfussed, and we know that the foreshore committees will be very
pleased if you can spare an hour or two.

Recommended: Boots or other sturdy footwear, gloves, a few bags of the plastic
shopping bag type. We understand that the Shire people have offered to supply
big bags which we can use at collecting points. They have also said they will
cart away the rubbish from where we dump it. With an offer like that it would
be a pity not to give them plenty to take off.

INDEPENDENT PANEL HEARING

PROPOSED REZONING AND SUB-DIVISION OF LAND ABOVE

WYBELLENNA AND OFF BIMBADEEN DRIVE

It is expected that by about mid-March the panel will have completed the report
it will send to the Surf Coast Shire. The two-person panel (Ms Dianne Morrison
and Mr Des Eccles) held a hearing in the Anglesea Surf Life Saving Clubhouse on

the 9th & 10th of February. Prior to that 40 written submissions and a petition
had been lodged with the Shire. Five of the submissions were from depar?yfnts



.
or local authorities, such as Vic Roads and the C.F.A., who are always asked
for their comments when proposals like this one are being considered.
Practically all of the other 35 written submissions were objections to the
proposal on various grounds. AIDA sent in a written submission listing a
number of objections and we were represented by Jane Grant, our president,

who was one of those making oral presentations on the first day of the panel
hearing. Some objectors questioned the need for, or the desirability of, any
rezoning and sub-division, but by far the most common grounds of objection had
to do with the proposed size and density of the residential lots, together with
the consequential loss of flora and fauna values, adverse visual impact, over-
development of the property , excessive loss of tree cover, absence of any
community amenities, erosion and run-off problems below the development,

and inadequacy of access. Those applying for the rezoning and sub-division
into 70-odd residential lots, the owners of the land, were represented by

Mr. Michael Gerner of Gerner Consulting Group P/L and a barrister, Mr. Jeremy
Gobbo, instructed by solicitors, Allen and Allen.

Quite a mountain of paper, coming from various directions, was tabled at the
hearing, all of which was carried away to be mulled over by the panel before
they write their report. Its recommendations are not binding on the Council,
but after it has been considered by them, as the responsible authority, it
becomes a public document, so we should be able to see for ourselves what
conclusions they have come to.

SNAKE GULLY

Remember that little square parcel of land, with an uncertain future, surrounded
by State Park land, to the west of Urquharts Bluff? Well its future may no
longer be uncertain. We understand that it has been added to a priority list
for purchase by the State Government. With any luck, it could soon be part of
the Angahook-Lorne State Park, but that may depend on how many other available
parcels of land are ahead of it on the priority list.

FROM THE AIREYS INLET FORESHORE COMMITTEE

Much of the Committee's focus is on appropriate maintenance and improvement to the
beach access and cliff top walkways.

As mentioned at AIDA's last A.G.M., Departmental closure of the beach access
steps on the eastern side of Sandy Gully caused real annoyance and loss of amenity,
particularly for those on the eastern side of the gully.

After much lobbying Departmental approval was finally forthcoming for their re-
opening provided that the work was funded locally and done professionally to
Departmental standards. Judith Venables was instrumental in setting up a fund
to receive donations and we are pleased to report that over half the necessary
funds have been raised and one generous benefactor was prepared to underwrite

the operation so that work can commence shortly. Judith is still seeking

$1300 or so and would appreciate donations from interested persons. P.O. Box 11,
Aireys Inlet 3231 is her postal address.

MEMBERSHIP
Just before Christmas we sent out the following letter to most home owning ratepayers
who were not already members.

A MESSAGE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN THE AIREYS INLET, FAIRHAVEN,
MOGGS CREEK AND EASTERN VIEW LOCALITIES

AIDA is a voluntary association of ratepayers, residents, their
families, and other people sharing a close interest in the local
district.

We know that development will continue within the area, but we
wish to ensure that those developments which take place do so in
a manner that conserves, as far as practicable, the special char-
acter of the locality.

With a membership of about 300, AIDA has played a part in influencing
most planning and development issues affecting the district. We

keep our members informed about these issues, and other matters of
interest, in several newsletters throughout the year.

Among many issues that currently interest us are potential develop-
ment proposals for the Painkalac Creek valley, and the future of
the Split Point lighthouse and associated Commonwealth land.
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With the new Surf Coast Shire beginning to take shape, together
with all the changes in the structure and function of government
and semi-government authorities which have an impact on our area,

we believe it is more important than ever for AIDA to have a strong
membership base.

We are actively seeking new members and, if you are sympathetic to
the aims and policies expressed in the accompanying brochure, we
urge you to fill in and return the membership form enclosed.

We have been delighted with the result which so far has achieved 145 new
membership subscriptions and we anticipate there will be quite a few more

still to come.

If you know anyone who might be interested please urge them to join ($5 per
person, $10 per family) or let us know their postal address - we will be

happy to send them a copy of our aims and policies and a membership application
form.

SATURDAY 25 MARCH 1995

OUR VERY OWN LOCAL (UNPRECEDENTED) SURF COAST SHIRE ELECTIONS

You may have met people who close their eyes and purse their lips and shrug their
shoulders, and even yawn, when shire elections are mentioned. We think they are
misguided because we know how deeply we have all been affected, from time to time,
by council decisions, good or bad. We need good councillors, and we will soon

have a chance to do something about that. The chance won't occur again for another
three years.

AIDA has always refrained from supporting particular candidates. All we can say
is please find out what the various candidates stand for and how they are likely
to vote on crucial issues to do with our district. Ask around. Most of our
members who are eligible to vote will be voting for Anglesea Ward councillors.

As well as the town of Anglesea this ward includes Aireys Inlet, Fairhaven, Moggs
Creek and Eastern View. The elections are being conducted by the State Electoral
Office, and soon after the close of nominations at 4 p.m. on Wednesday 1 March
the returning officer, Mr. Jeff Layther, will announce who the candidates in each
ward will be. All this, together with other information about the elections,
appeared in The Echo for Wednesday 22 February. The Echo article included one
incorrect date: pre-poll voting will not be available from March 5, which is a
Sunday, but from Monday, March 6.

Pre-Poll Voting

Pre-poll voting will be available with ballot papers for all five wards at the
office of the returning officer, 14 Price St., Torquay, from March 6 to 4 p.m.,
Friday March 24: Weekdays 8.30 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday March 18 from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Extended hours to 8 p.m. will be held on Monday March 20 and Tuesday
March 21. Pre-poll voting will also be available on Saturday, March 18 from

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Senior Citizens' clubrooms McMillan St., Anglesea. We
are not sure about pre-poll voting on Monday March 13, but if in doubt about this
or anything else, why not ring the Price St., office, Tel: 612320.

Postal Voting

Act early- it takes time. Persons on the voters' roll may apply for a postal vote.
The "Application for a Postal Vote" can be obtained from, and is returned to,

the Returning Officer, P.O. Box 800, Torquay 3228. Requests can be made by phone
(see above). After the applications have been checked ballot papers are mailed out.
It is all this mailing that takes time. Pre-poll voting is simpler if you can
manage it. Non-resident ratepayers should remember that it is the "first-named
person" for your property who is eligible to vote and whose name will be on the roll.

We are glad to commend the Shire and the Electoral Office for their welcome efforts
to ensure that all eligible voters know what is going on. 1In past shire elections
some of our non-resident ratepayers who were eligible voters found that they had
left it too late to vote. This time they should be better informed and, for them,
it could be easier because of the new arrangements for pre-poll voting. We under-
stand that there will be a mailowt, with a copy of the Shire newspaper, giving
voting information including profiles of the candidates.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Here are two letters we thought might be of interest to our readers. The first,
dated 6 Dec 1994, was from Senator Faulkner, Minister for the Environment, Sport
and Territories. We had written to various people who we thought might tell us
about the future ownership and supervision of the lighthouse. His response told
us more than most of the others. The second letter, from Merv Hair, came in reply
to ours wishing him well, when he left the Surf Coast Shire, and thanking him for
the help he had given AIDA and other local bodies over many years. According to

The Echo he has just been appointed manager of corporate development with the
Colac Otway Shire.

Dear Mr/Ms Witcombe

1.
Thank you for your letter of 20 October 1994 concerning disposal of the Split Point Lighthouse and

2.5 hectares of land.

On 14 April this year the Commonwealth Government decided that lighthouse properties which are
surplus to the requirements of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority would be offered to the
State Governments at their full book value plus costs. Should the State Governments elect to
proceed with purchase, they will be eligible to apply for funding to assist with transaction costs and
funding towards repairs and maintenance eg. to cover removal of asbestos.

My colleague the Minister for Transport, the Hon Laurie Brereton MP, has principal responsibility
for carriage of this issue and you may wish to approach him directly on this matter. I understand that
his Parliamentary Secretary has written to State Premiers formally offering the lighthouse properties

for sale to them and seeking a response by 30 November 1994. Split Point is one of the properties
earmarked for transfer to the Victorian Government.

As for my own responsibilities, I can assure you that transfer of the properties will only occur in
circumstances which ensure that their heritage and conservation values are protected. In addition to
the Commonwealth's offer of financial assistance for transaction and remedial costs, the
Commonwealth has taken steps to determine whether lighthouses scheduled for disposal have
national estate values and, if so, to ensure that these values are given appropriate heritage protection
under relevant State legislation. In the case of Split Point lighthouse there is no entry in the Register
of the National Estate.

I am confident that the values of these important sites will not be affected by the transfer of
ownership.

Yours sincerely

Dear Peter,

Thank you for your letter of good wishes on behalf of the Aireys Inlet and District
Association Inc. on the occasion of my departure from the SurfCoast Shire.

Your Association has a long and proud record of community achievement and one
that | am pleased to have had the opportunity to serve.

It was a difficult decision to make because of my long association with the
Barrabool Shire and continuous battle to defend the uniqueness and
independence of its' communities throughout the restructure program.

| know | leave behind some wonderful friends and supporters, but you will never be
forgotten by me and | wish to thank you for your kind thoughts on this occasion.

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and 1995.

AIDA COMMITTEE 1995

President: Jane Grant, Secretary: Pam Arnold, Treasurer:
Guy Tuddenham, Vicé-Presidents Angus McKenzie, Peter Thompson.

Rachel Faggetter, Brian Grutzner, Gary McIntosh, Kim Neubecker,

Jock Noble, Roma Parslow, Graeme Quin, Barbara Ridgwell,
Brian Williams.



