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/ELCOME TO THE SPRING AIDA NEWSLETTER. We are sending this edition to all ratepayers in the
V V district because we believe there is a need to keep the whole community informed of developments
in the Painkalac Valley and environs ... more ol that below.

If you are not already a member of AIDA, but are interested in the issues we discuss in this newsletter, we

urEeyou to ioin. The stronger our membership, the more resources we have to achieve our goals. AIDA
seeks to ensure environmentally sensitive use of the area's coastal and rural features. We encourage and

support the controlled and planned use of the region between Urquart's Blufl and Eastern View, and the
adiacent hinterland, in a way that is sympathetic to the environment and conserves the special character of
the area.

At the back, there is a tear-off slip for membership subscription for the 12 months from fanuary 1997 tolan-
uary 1998. We also need active and enthusiastic committee members (the committee is re-elected at the

annual general meeting in early ;anuary), and people with other skills to contribute. PIease contact ,ane
Crant on (052\ 897 245.

PAINKATAC VATLEY
TJPDATE

Firstly, we would like to thank all those who responded

so quickly and generously to the letter we sent to all

ratepayers in Aireys Inlet. Such a response has encour-

aged us to keep the information flowing to the com-

munity on this issue, and the linancial donations have

allowed us to do this. For those who did not receive

the letter, it advised of two re-zoning proposals that

were to come belore the Surfcoast Shire in August, one

lor the Painkalac Valley and one lor the Wybellena

-Bimbadeen Drive area. Both were to allow lor large

residential sub-divisions. There was an overwhelming

response to our Ietter, and as a result, Council received

approximately 350 postcards opposing the re-zoning,

as well as mary letters and flaxes. On the day Council

voted on the issue, over Z0 people attended the meet-

ing to show the strength o[ communi!y ieeling against

these developments.

Despite all of this, Council still voted to take the next

step with the proposals - that is to exhibit them lor
public comment. AIDA was very disappointed that the

Shire took this course ol action. We believe that Coun-

cil already knew the Communi|'s response to these

proposals. We had hoped Council would send a clear

messaEe to the developer that proposals of this scale

for the valley are unacceptable. This would have been

more compatible with all the strategic planning that

exists lor the area. (We must add here that AIDA and

the community had great support for our position from

some Councillors - in particular Cr. Julie Hansen.)



WHERE TO NOW?
We are waiting for the proposals to be exhibited. This
could be in the next month or so, or it may be longer
than that. The advertisements will be placed in the
local papers. When this happens, lormal obiections in
writing can be made. The Council will then decide
whether to abandon the proposals or accept them. IT
WILL BE VERY IMPORTANT AI THIS STAGE FOR

COUNCIL TO HEARAGAIN WHAT THE COMMUNI-
ry THINKS. AIDA will try to keep everyone informed
throughout the process, and we may again need to
show them the strength ol leeling against these pro-
posals at a Council meeting.

OTHER SHIRE ISSUES
NEW COUNCILLOR FOR

AIREYS INLET
Cr Mick Archer resigned from the Shire in August, thus
creating a vacancy in the Anglesea Ward. Mr Kingsley
Love ol Aireys Inlet has been elected unopposed. He

attended the latest AIDA committee meeting and spoke

briefly to us, committing himself generally to our aims

and policies, and specifically to our stance on the

Painkalac Valley. We welcome him, and wish him all the

best in this challenging and demanding iob.

HOUSE PERMIT REFUSED -
12 FEDERAL STREET

AIDA, along with a number of other community Eroups
and individuals, obiected to aspects of a Iarge three-
storey house proposed for 12 Federal Street near the
lighthouse. Council subsequently relused the permit,
and this decision was upheld at the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal. AIDA was particularly pleased that
Council responded to our concerns over such an inap-

propriate development in a sensitive heritage area.

PROPOSED 93 LOT SUBDIVISION
FOREST PARK DRIVE, FAIRHAVEN

(PAST YANDANAH ROAD)
This proposal is still with the Planning Department of
the Shire. When it was originally advertised Council
received approximately 35 objections. Negotiations are

now in proEress with the Shire, the developer, the CFA

and Department ol Resources and Natural Environ-
ment. The issues they are looking at are:-

. the location of orchids
o appropriate fire prevention
. interlace with the State Park

Given that the land is zoned "Reserved Residential",
some development is probably inevitable. The issue is
the scale and lype of development.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We only received one letter after our last newsletter,
which we forwarded to the Department ol Resources

and Natural Environment. Here is the letter, and the
Department's response.

"Thankyou for the AIDA newsletter. I enioy reading of
the happenings at Aireys Inlet. Most of the area seems

to have someone now watchint over it but it worries
me that each time we Eo down, the rocks with their
covering ol shelllish and seaweeds seem to be in a

worse condition. Now there are such a Iot of people
tramping over them at low tide all the tiryr shellfish get

knocked off, the seaweed is damaged and the lishing
people also seem to be removing a lot o[ shellfish.
How margl patches oi old mussels are le[t? Two years

aEo we walked lrom the mouth to Steppy and all the

limpets had been smashed from the top iust leaving a

small ring ol shell left to be washed away by the tide.
Whether this was fisher-folk or children I don't knou

The other worry I feel is the over lishin6 around the
rocks especially the skin divers. We passed one lot
going up and one lot coming down to the beach often,
with large plastic bins to fill. lf we allowed the destruc-
tion ol the kangaroos or other wildlife on our property
to this extent during theyear, it would be the same as

when we came here (no kangaroos, emus, ducks etc).

Can't some beach or headland be out of bounds dur-
ing ayear to let it regenerate sea vegetation and shell-
fish etcT Anyway that is iust my observation.

Regards - Betty Wallace



Dear Betty

Over the last fewyears Officers lrom the Colac Office
of Natural Resources and Environment have expressed

similar concerns to yoursell over the threats to rock
shell marine species.

The range ol activily which affects the intertidal/shell-
lish zones between Barwon Heads and Apollo Bay has

been on the rise during the Iast decade. The result has

been accelerated degradation ol the inshore marine
environment.

Currently the Department's Fisheries Branch is consid-
ering a submission lrom our ollice requesting declara-
tion olthe entire Victorian coastline as protected shell-
llsh habitat. Obviously this means that most of the cur-
rent gathering activity lrom rock platlorms would
become illegal. Such a maior change in our manate-
ment policy requires broad communi$r consultation
and support before implementation. Additional
resources for community education and enlorcement

would be required and stafl and interested community

Eroups will require training if community compliance is
to be achieved. In the short term the Fauna, Flora and

Fisheries unit at Colac have submitted a lormal request

seeking extension to the current shelllish zone from

Barwon Heads to Apollo Bay.

We hope a decision on this matter will be achieved in

the near future and legislative protection provided to
these sensitive areas. If you require any lurther inflor-

mation on this or other related matters, don't hesitate

to write or give me a call on 052-335 584.

Yours sincerely

Bill Allan, Snr Fisheries and Wildliie Officer, Colac

AIREYS INLET
FORESHORE COMMITTEE
Refurbishment works on the steps, walkways and look-
outs at Split Point, relerred to in the last newsletter,

have been completed and look great.

Some ol the bare cliff top areas have been planted,

with lunding assistance lrom AIDA and planting assis-

tance from Friends ol the Coastal Reserve. The indige-

nous coastal plants were Erown by Geoff Clark and are

doing very well.

The result of this joint Foreshore Committee and Coast

Action proiect is well worth a look and the outstanding
coastal views lrom the lower lookout leave no doubt
about this coastline's widely acclaimed landscape and

heritage value.

The Foreshore Committee was one ol twelve objectors
to a proposal lor a substantial three-storey residential

block at l2 Federal Street, near the lighthouse. lt
believed that the proposal would conflict with the over-

lay zoning 'Area ol Interest and Landscape Value'

which requires that before deciding on a permit appli-
cation the responsible authority (i.e. Council) must

consider:

The preservation of the natural environment includ-
ing any important landscape or conservation char-

acterisiics ol the area and the suitability of the pro-

posed development.

The Committee was pleased that the Council relused a

permit and that this relusal was upheld at an Adminis-
trative Appeals Tribunal hearing on 2 August 1996.

The Friends ol the Coastal Reserve, with great support
lrom ANCAIR, have continued with their very worth-
while environmental weed activities along the clilf
walk, particularly in the section between Lands End and

Alice Street. Some concern has been expressed about

the fire hazard of the mountainous heaps oi weeds that

have resulted, but these will be dealt with well before
the summer.

Dralt Final Recommendations lrom the Land Conserva-
tion Council's "Marine and Coastal Special Investiga-
tion" were published in f une. These cover public land

and waters along most ol Victoria's coastline (exclud-

ing cities, etc.). Both Foreshore Committees, AIDA,
ANGAIR and Friends of the Coastal Reserve all made

submissions to this investigation. Items ol particular
relevance in the recommendations include:

+
Dorotly Hardy



ZONING: Roadknight residential area have been rec-
ommended as COASTAL PROTECTION ZONE which
aims to protect natural and cultural values and to pro-
vide appropriate compatible public access.

COASTAL RECREATION ZONE is the designation

given to the foreshore from Eastern View to Fairhaven;

this category recognises the capacity for providing
recreational opportunities for large numbers ol people
without undue Ioss of natural or cultural values.

The Eagles Nest Reefl, olf,shore from the Sunnymead

cliff tops, has been designated a SPECIAL MANACE-
MENTZONE. It has been described as a series olshal-
low olfshore Iimestone reefs providing opportunity to
observe prolilic marine lile in its natural environment.

Other matters worth drawing attention to include:

. review of areas and species subiect to Shellfish Pro-
tection Regulations;

o protection and conservation of heritage places;

o protection of outstanding natural Iandscape qualities.

The report ol some 166 pages and a map of the whole
Victorian Coastline is available for perusal at municipal
libraries and can be purchased lrom Inlormation Vic-
toria, 318 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne, 3000
($Z.SO or $11.00 posted).

Final recommendations are to go to the State Covern-
meni in December thisyear.

And there is also another very signilicant coastal report
scheduled lor release in early November 1996 by the
Victorian Coastal andBay Management Council (CAB-

MAC). This is 'the peak body responsible for ensuring
ongoing improvement of the Victorian coast and its
manaEement on behall ol the people ol Victoria'.

CABMAC has been consulting with coastal manage-

ment bodies with the object of developing a strategic
plan for the coast which will include thorough consid-
eration ol the LCC's recommendations.

The Victorian Coastal Strategy will be released in early

November, followed by a four-month submission period.

tu part of this, or perhaps separately, CABMAC will con-

sider management structures lor the Victorian coast,

including the place ol Committees of management.

MARYDUNBAR
\ATHITE
1910 - 1996

On 27 April, a celebration of the life of Mary White
was held in the Anglesea Hall. Mary, the district's
greatest conservationist, lived to the age of 86.

On this day, many people who had had the privilege
ol her friendship spoke of the times they had shared

with her throughout the many dilferent stages of her

life.

Mary was blessed with a lorthright personality, and
the reminiscences about her were very vivid, includ-
ing the time Mary, as a Girl Cuide leader, set a fire
against her own house in the quiet confidence that
the girls would work together as a team to put it out.

The Mary White that we remember worked tireless-

ly to protect, promote, and educate people about
the merits ol our unique coastal heathland. She left
behind a legacy ol botanical knowledge and docu-
mentation that the State Herbarium holds in high
regard. In 1995 she was awarded an honorary Master
ol Science Degree lor this work. Her efforts, com-
bined with others', saw large areas ol land pass out
of developers' hands and into public ownership.

She was gruff, kind, uryielding, locused, blunt,
determined and lar-sighted. We miss the sight of her

wiry form, stick in hand, walking through the bush.

Or her lime-green car parked by the side ol a road

early in the morning. You knew Mary was nearby,

probably weeding out invasive plants.

For so maD/ years a maior part ol the ANCAIR
Wildlife Show held at the Hall, it was easy to imag-
ine her still there at her memorial. She is sadly

missed. Her work lives on.
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NATIONAT PARKS SERVICE

NEWS
As spring approaches the wild flowers are showing

around various parts of the park with a strong empha-

sis on green and gold. The lorest is very appealing this
time olyear - enioy it whileyou can.

WHAT'S HAPPENING
On 2l and 22 September the National Parks Service

will be on display at the ANGAIR show; our theme this

year is Murder in the Dark. We are publicising feral

animals in and around the park, the main feature being

cats. We will also look at pigs and goats that have

become established in the park in the last twelve

months.

lfyou see a pig or a goat in the area please contact

David Farrer at Anglesea office 052 633 144. Control

o[ these animals is a Parks Service priority.

Rangers from Angahook-Lorne State Park have recent-

ly visited local schools to talk to students about cats

and wildlife in and around Angahook-Lorne State park

and reserves. Cats are introduced predators, and our
. native wildlife cannot live with them. In Australia pre-

dation on native animals by cats is an environmental

disaster. Cat owners can help protect their cats and our

wildlife at the same time by being responsible pet own-

ers. Rangers have been talking to students to help

show them ways to give their cats a liletime ol proper

care, while helping to preserve our unique wildlile.

Park stall have for some time been trapping stray and

feral cats at picnic areas within the park and at local

tips. The disturbing numbers of cats being trapped has

prompted ranters to take the message about responsi-

ble cat ownership to the community.

WALKING TRACK NEWS
The Erskine Falls walking track is currently closed due

to llood and storm damage. This track will re-open as

soon as possible.

EROSION CONTROL WORKS
Residents from Moggs Creek with members from

ANGAIR and stalf from the Parks Service, recently car-

ried out control work on an eroded trail up to the view-

in6 area above the hang-gliding site at Moggs Creek.

Environmental matting and tree vegetation were cut

and laid to lessen further damage on the site. Informa-

tion signs were placed at each end of the trail, encour-

aging walkers to use other routes to the viewing area.

FIREWOOD
I have had many calls in relation to obtaining firewood

this month. All local lirewood areas are closed due to
heagr rainlall; the firewood areas will re-open when

weather improves. lf you can, try to obtain iirewood

and stock pile it belore the winter months.

INQIIRIES
For aryl Parks Service inquiry, the best time to call us

is between 8.30 am and 10.30 am Monday to Friday.

We may still be around outside these hours, soyou can

try and leave a messaEe. Rangers are patrolling on

occasional weekends and the oflice is not occupied

during this time. We do drop into the ollice occasion-

ally soyou can leave messaEes on the recorder.

Phone: O52 633 144

In emergencies concerning iniured wildlile you can

contact the Wildlife Care Network. The network assists

with sick, iniured and orphaned native wildlife.

Phone 016 373 931.

David Farrar

Anglesea Ranger

HELP PLEASE

Does anyone know the current address lor mailing

our newsletter for: Mr B. f . and Mrs P. R. Hackett,

formerly of I Hedwig Drive, Mooroolbark, 31387
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