PAINKAILAC CREEK VALLEY

We have won Round I. Are you happy? We are not.
We know that Round 2 lies ahead and perhaps many more rounds.
Are you prepared to be active now? To prepare for future eventualities?
Many AIDA members rallied to defeat the first move of the developers. We thank you all.
We must be prepared.
WE NEED BRAINS AND BRAWN:

BRAINS TO PLAN THE FUTURE, BRAWN TO LOOK AFTER WHAT WE HAVE NOW.

Many ideas are floating about. They need to be anchored in a definite plan of action.

PLEASE SHOW YOUR CONTINUING CONCERN.

WITHOUT YOURHELP VRN NOT BE EFFECTIVE
A SHORT PUBLIC MEETING WILL BE HELD ON

SATURDAY 29 MARCH at 5 pm
in the annexe at the AIREYS INLET SCHOOL.

Park your car at the tennis courts and walk through.
If you cannot attend, please indicate your interest by phoning (03 52 896 243)

Friends of the Painkalac Creek Valley

AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 395 AIREYS INLET VIC 3231 ¢ "
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Mr T.I. & Mrs J. LESLIE
P.O. Box 110
AIREYS INLET 3231 F#*



PAINKALAC VALLEY
WHAT'S HAPPENING

As many of you may be aware already the Shire, at its December meeting, voted to refer Amendment RL43 (the
rezoning of the Painkalac Valley and the Wybellena/Bimbadeen Drive area for residential subdivision) to an inde-
pendent panel hearing set up by the Minister for Planning. In doing this, the Shire noted that it opposed the pro-
posals for these areas. The reason for the referral to a panel was to get a final and binding decision on the future
development of these areas.

A date has now been set for a Preliminary Hearing to organise and prepare a program for the Panel Hearing and
to explain how the hearing will be conducted. This is Friday 21 March 1997 at the Surfcoast Shire Office starting
at 2.00 pm.

PEOPLE WISHING TO MAKE A SUBMISSION TO THE PANEL NEED TO EITHER ATTEND THIS MEETING OR CONTACT MARK HARWOOD
AT THE SHIRE.

AIDA will be attending both the Preliminary Hearing and the subsequent Panel Hearing to make a written and
verbal submission. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT AS MANY OF THE PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE WHO OBJECTED TO THE PROPOSED DEVEL-
OPMENTS NOW MAKE A SUBMISSION TO THE PANEL HEARING. Even people who just returned the postcards urging coun-
cillors to vote against these proposals can make a submission (either written or verbal) to the Panel.

At the end of the Panel Hearing a recommendation will be made to the Minister of Planning (Robert McLellan),
and the final decision is his.

Next, all the rural zones in the State will be standard-
ised, which will also have great implications for the
area. The Painkalac Valley, for example, is zoned rural.

OTHER PLANNING
ISSUES

The State Government is proposing to standardise res-
idential zones across the State. They are doing this by
replacing the existing residential zones in the various
shires with the nearest equivalent State standard zone,
and then allowing each shire to introduce specific con-
trols by means of a system of overlay controls.

AIDA has very serious concerns about the introduction
of this new planning system. We are particularly con-
cerned that it will become more and more difficult to
retain the unique character of the area in the context of
these broad zonings.

In February, the Shire advertised Amendment RL47 to
the Surfcoast Planning Scheme, which was their pro-
posed overlay controls. While AIDA supports the

FOREST PARK DRIVE,
FAIRHAVEN

intention of this amendment, i.e. to regain some plan—
ning controls at a local level, we were not satisfied that
the proposed overlays went far enough to protect the
character of this area. We felt there had been some
major oversights and omissions. AIDA therefore has
objected to the proposed amendment. We hope that
with our continued input into planning in this area we
may have some say in the way this area is allowed to be
developed in the future.

93 LOT SUB-DIVISION

The proposal for a 93 lot subdivision at the back of
Fairhaven was refused by the Surfcoast Shire at their
December meeting, The matter is now subject to an
appeal against this refusal. A hearing will be held by the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal on 26 March at 10 am
(55 King Street, Melbourne). AIDA objected to this pro-
posal and will be making a submission to the Tribunal.



PAINKALAC
CREEK VALLEY

PUBLIC MEETING

SATURDAY 29 MARCH 1997
AGENDA

WELCOME
By Chairman, Cr Kingsley Love.

APOLOGIES

PURPOSE OF MEETING

To expand the membership of the Friends of the
Painkalac Creek Valley. Both brawn and brains are
needed.

AIM

To manage the wetlands and surrounds in the best
interests of the flora and fauna of the area — that is,
no development of any kind which does not reflect wet-
land values.

Part of the aim is to remove all feral and garden weeds
and to discuss future management if the whole of the
valley ever comes into public hands.

PoLicy

It will be up to the Friends to discuss and formulate
policy. For instance, at present, the Friends operate
under the auspices of AIDA. It may be necessary to
become incorporated.

SHORT TALKS

There will be short talks given on the values of wet-
lands; the significance of the valley to the community;
cultural and landscape values; its value to bird life.

IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE MEETING BE QUITE SHORT
BUT THIS WILL DEPEND ON THE ENTHUSIASM OF
FRIENDS OF THE PAINKALAC VALLEY.

CONTACT PHONE OR FAX: (03) 5289 6243.

WHAT IS A WETLAND?
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Our Painkalac Creek Valley is important to the people
of Aireys Inlet, judging by the great number who
responded to AIDAs call for help in opposing its
exploitation. It may be regarded by most as a pleas-
ant vista, a tranquil landscape, a broad sweep of land
with little evident human encroachment. Apart from
its aesthetic value, it has much else going for it.

As a coastal wetland, it is a remarkable place. It copes
with drying and inundation, fresh water and salt, and
is home to a wide range of plants and animals, from
tiny invertebrates to large water birds. In our valley
alone, 49 bird species have been recorded, all but 3 (2
gulls and a tern) exclusively dependant on wetlands.

Our wetland protects the sea by trapping silt and
effluent and by recycling nutrients from the land. It
acts as a nursery for fish, both fresh and saltwater, and
provides a refuge for waterbirds forced from the
inland in times of drought. The flood plain surround-
ing the wetlands helps to control the flow of water
and acts as a buffer zone to the waterway.

Some governments have become aware of the ramifi-
cations of wetland loss and are legislating for their
protection. Part of the Painkalac Valley is protected
by strong covenants but the flood plain area is not. It
is in private hands that wish to alienate it for housing.
Only one small portion of land up the northern end is
above flood level but any development not directly
associated with wetlands would have an adverse effect
on the estuarine wetlands.

Immediately, we must continue to oppose develop-
ment of this land, and it is up to all of us to see that
our government is aware of wetland values and falls
into line in legislating for their protection.




FAIRHAVEN
FORESHORE COMMITTEE

Over the last twelve months the Fairhaven Foreshore
Committee has been upgrading and renewing all the
beach access tracks from Austin's Corner to Spout
Creek. Fencing has also been upgraded and restored as
necessary.

There have been further erosion problems with some
of the dune-front fencing, particularly around the
Fairhaven Life Saving Club. The club has co-operated
with us to repair the damage. A major portion of the
funding for these works has been provided by Coast
Action grants. These have been administered in con-
junction with the local Coast Action group — Friends
of Fairhaven Foreshore Committee (Inc.).

The new Draft Coastal Strategy has occupied a sub-
committee for some time recently. Our submission has
emphasised the need for adequate guaranteed funding
to cover necessary ongoing maintenance costs, while
allowing for additional major project proposals (the
urgent need for a new toilet block at Eastern View
being a prime example). The submission has also
emphasised the need to continue the present system of
management at the local community level.

AIREYS INLET
FORESHORE COMMITTEE

Work on the cliff walk and beach access, which was
foreshadowed in the December newsletter, is proceed-
ing and includes safety barriers and lookout improve-
ment at Lands End (between Beach Road and Alice
Street), track maintenance, boardwalk construction
and safety barriers alongside the gully leading to
Sunnymead Beach; and, shortly, gravelling and step
construction on the cliff walk extension between the
top of Reserve Road and the lookout above the estuary
at the mouth of Painkalac Creek.

And there are some 200 or so indigenous plants lined
up at Geoff Clark’s nursery for planting on some of the
bare cliff edges when the season breaks — probably in
May or thereabouts.

The committee will also be looking for some help with
planting and, more importantly, in TLC and maintenance
of plants and plant guards over the next year or so.

A special vote of thanks to the ANGAIR based ‘Friends

of the coastal reserve’ who have continued their con-
sistent and highly effective weed control work along
the cliff walk between Step Beach and Sandy Gully.

The last newsletter referred to the draft Coastal
Strategy currently being considered by the Victorian
Coastal Council (VCC) in the light of comments
received, including a detailed submission from the
Aireys Inlet Committee highlighting matters of impor-
tance in our local area, especially:

e control of pest animals and weeds

e coastal landscape protection and planning
scheme controls

 adequate basis for funding

 appropriate sensitive arrangements for car park-
ing, toilets etc.

 extension of shellfish regulations to include all
the local coastline

e appropriate controls for dogs, horses, fires etc.
on foreshore areas together with consistent
enforcement arrangements, and

 the importance of maintaining effective local par-
ticipation in

e foreshore management.

The basis for future foreshore management will depend
largely on the revised Coastal Strategy which is scheduled
for consideration by the State Government in May 1997.

(AIDA made a submission also to the VCC which in
general terms endorsed submissions by the Aireys Inlet
and Fairhaven Foreshore Committees; emphasised the
significance of maintaining local input to foreshore
management; and drew attention to protection of the
wetlands, flood plain and river flats of the Painkalac
Creek Valley.)

The October 1995 AIDA newsletter showed the coastal
area between Anglesea and the mouth of Painkalac
Creek which was to be included in what was known as
the ‘Interim List of the National Estate Register’. In a
letter just to hand the Australian Heritage Commission
states that it has been resolved ‘that all of the gazetted
area, with the exception of the Dickenson land, would
be entered in the Register of the National Estate’, and
that this would be gazetted in mid 1997. The area
referred to embraces the foreshore reserve (including
all the Aireys Inlet reserve), other public land and
much of the private land covered by conservation
covenants and negotiated settlements in the coastal
heathlands between Anglesea and Aireys Inlet.



SPLIT POINT LIGHTHOUSE
PUBLIC ACCESS

A steering committee has been established to open the
Lighthouse for tourists. The committee has representa-
tives from AIDA, the Aireys Inlet Foreshore
Committee, the Aireys Inlet Tourism Association, and
representatives from the Surfcoast Shire and the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment.

We are still waiting for Vodaphone to finish their work
installing equipment in the Lighthouse. The committee
can then start on work required for public access.

A public meeting was held on 7 March to discuss issues
about opening the Lighthouse. Of particular concern
were traffic issues, including parking, the standard of
the roads, and the extra volume of traffic for the nearby
residents. Concerns were also expressed about disturb-
ing the habitat of the rare Rufous Bristle Bird.

A traffic management plan, streetscape plan and site
plan are being considered by the committee
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AIREYS INLET
COMMUNITY CENTRE

If you have passed the Anderson Roadknight Memorial
Hall recently, you will have noticed it is looking
extremely skeletall The asbestos has been removed and
construction of the new complex will start very soon.

At its February meeting the Surfcoast Shire approved the
naming of the new complex — the building will be
known as the Aireys Inlet Community Centre, and the site
will be called the Anderson Roadknight Reserve. These
names were recommended after consultation with the
present Hall Committee and other community groups.

Large elevations of the new building may be viewed in
the foyer of the Surfcoast Shire offices.

Mr Tom Reynolds, Minister for Recreation, Sport and
Racing is to open the complex. A tentative opening
date has been set for 26 July 1997.

The management committee will contain representa-
tives from the following organisations:

. The Aireys Inlet Primary School;
e The Aireys Inlet Playgroup;

e The Aireys Inlet Tennis Club;

e AIDA; plus

® six elected cbmmunity members

The management committee will be accountable to
the Shire and will be covered by the Local
Government Act.

WASTE MANAGEMENT

AIDA is certain that residents are satisfied with the
new scheme incorporating the ‘wheelie bins’ and recy-
cling crates. We are concerned however at the number
left on the kerbside for long periods.

Perhaps if you have a holiday house, you may have an
obliging neighbour who would wheel the bin back onto
your property for you, even if it is just inside your
property line.



THE FUTURE OF AIDA

Those of you who attended our Annual General Meeting in January will have heard our plea for more involvement
from our membership. We are now the largest community ‘watchdog’ organisation in the Shire. However, this year
we have a small committee which makes it hard to spread the workload around. It is frustrating to see all the things
we can't do because of lack of time and resources. If there are any members out there who have some time, please
consider either joining the committee, or offering your help in an area in which you may have expertise. Contact
either Jane Grant (03 52 89 7245) or Kim Neubecker (03 5289 6862) if you feel you can help.

Below is a membership renewal subscription form. THIS IN ONLY IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY RENEWED YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FOR 1997, OR TO PASS ON TO ANY POTENTIAL NEW MEMBERS. Strong membership of AIDA
is important if we are to continue to have any influence.

AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION INC.

Membership Subscription Form (1997) — $10 per member, $15 per family

NAME(S): DR/MR/MRS/MISS/MS

ADDRESS:  (USUAL POSTAL)

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO AIDA, C/- PO BOX 359, AIREYS INLET, VIC., 3231

° If you are not a permanent resident but do have a holiday home address in the district, please
write that address on the back

° Family membership entitles voting rights for 2 adult members if specified on this form.

. New membership is subject to ratification by the AIDA committee

*THIS IS FOR 1997 MEMBERSHIP (JANUARY 1997 — JANUARY 1998)

AIREYS INLET RURAL EASTER FAIR

FIRE BRIGADE Yes, on Easter Saturday the Aireys-Inlet Fire Brigade
HEARD THE SIREN RECENTLY? will be running a fair on the rive bank opposite the

hardware store. The Brigade will be having a cake
Aireys Inlet Brigade, along with Anglesea, Lorne and  stall — donations of cakes, etc., on the day would be

other brigades throughout Geelong, now have their appreciated. Inquiries to Jenny Hughes (5289 6205)
fire calls taken centrally in Melbourne. Melbourne in or David Thompson (5289 6654).

turn activates the local brigade by pager and siren.
While Aireys Inlet Fire Brigade turn-outs for fire calls
have not changed, the siren , is at present being acti-
vated more frequently. In the past, the problem was
dealt with without disturbing everyone.
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This is a new system and the brigade has to work with
it, and while there are minor problems, it should prove
an effective method for notifying brigade members of
fire calls.




