PAINKALAC VALLEY
GOOD NEWS AT LAST

Jane Grant

After several months of deliberation, the Independent Panel appointed by the Minister for Planning to recom-
mend on a proposal to re-zone the Painkalac Valley (Bambra Road) and a parcel of land on the south-west edge
of the valley (Bimbadeen Drive) has released its report and the following recommendations.

It is recommended that Council:

i ADOPT THAT PART OF THE AMENDMENT THAT RELATES TO BIMBADEEN DRIVE, FAIRHAVEN, AFTER GIVING FURTHER CONSIDER-
ATION TO THE PROPOSAL TO WIDEN THE ACCESS LINK BETWEEN LOTS 4 AND 5 TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL VEHICULAR ACCESS;

ii ABANDON THAT PART OF THE AMENDMENT THAT RELATES TO BAMBRA ROAD, AIREYS INLET.

This recommendation now has to be considered and adopted by Council, and then sent to the Minister for
Planning for final approval. Whilst we are absolutely delighted with the recommendation relating to the Bambra
Road proposal, we would have preferred less development for the Bimbadeen area. AIDA supported a subdivi-
sion with one acre blocks However, we believe the result is a fair one, taking into account all sides of the argu-
ment. AIDA will be letting the Council know its response to the Panel report, and urging Council to adopt it.
We will let them know we believe the blocks should be bigger at Bimbadeen Drive. Council will consider the
report at its September meeting.

ANYONE WHO WISHES TO COMMENT TO THE SHIRE SHOULD DO SO IN WRITING IMMEDIATELY. WRITE TO THE MAYOR AND
COUNCILLORS, SURFCOAST SHIRE, PO Box 350, TorQuaAy, Vic., 3228.

We would like to thank all the people who donated money and time to the Painkalac Fighting Fund. Because of
all the help we received we were able to present a very professional and well-researched submission to the
Independent Panel — a submission which I believe won the day.



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Kim Neubecker

As fast as one tax disappears another arises. The state
government initiated council amalgamations have caused
major financial problems to local government. A combi-
nation of reduced staffing and superannuation contribu-
tions, and three times the number of retrenchment pack-
ages has resulted in the superannuation fund carrying a
shortfall of millions of dollars state-wide. The state gov-
ernment’s answer to this is to shift all responsibility back
to local councils to clear the debt. Councils are then
forced to impose a superannuation levy on each house-
hold's rates. This will appear as an increase in general
rates. What percentage this will be is a very rubbery fig-
ure and how long it will go on for is even more so — the
conservative figure is twelve years. There is a ground
swell of rejection to this being imposed on the rate-pay-
ers of the SurfCoast Shire. If you feel the same, write to
your local MP. In this area it is:

lan Smith, 115a Bromfield Street Colac VIC 3250
Fax (03) 5231 5209 Phone (03) 5231 5046.

All AIDA members with holiday properties in the Shire
will most likely be carrying the debt twice, as
Melbourne councils are facing the same prospect.

VALE AIREYS INLET WATER BOARD

The Aireys Inlet Water Board was owned by the com-
munity of Aireys Inlet. With an asset base of millions
and low debt, it was well managed with a brand new,
state-of-the-art inland sewage disposal scheme. It has
recently been compulsorily acquired by the larger
Barwon Water. If it is later privatised, will we be com-
pensated? Our community showed great initiative in
setting up the Aireys Inlet Water Board. Thanks to the
efforts particularly of Mr Mick Archer, Mr lan Leslie
and the late Mr lan Noble, it was able to supply the
town with reticulated water and a sewage disposal sys-
tem without any government funding. It seems that
more than ever local community needs a voice so that
our views reach both local, state and federal bodies.
Our voice, our strength, is in numbers, so I am heart-
ened by our growing membership and the support that
has been shown, particularly this year, with the
Painkalac Valley re-zoning proposal. Thank you.

As the area grows we face increasing pressures for
development. We believe it is important that the com-
munity has a say in the way the area is developed and
that it is protected from inappropriate development.

The community is nearly always in a position to nego-
tiate the outcome of a particular development propos-
al. To achieve this, we must keep exercising our rights
to debate and appeal.

AIREYS INLET'S NEW
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Roma Parslow

On Saturday 26 July the newly completed Aireys Inlet
Community Centre was opened by Mr Tom Reynolds,
MLA, Minister for Sport and Recreation. It was a great
day with a great turn-out from the whole community. The
children from the Primary School performed, the Red
Cross served scones for morning tea, and there was a
show of local art on display for the whole weekend.

Members will be delighted with the high standard of
the new amenity which includes a completely refur-
bished main hall with splendid windows, providing
excellent natural light and ventilation. The poor
acoustic quality of the previous hall has been
addressed by the use of specially prepared laminated
ply, containing a myriad of tiny holes.

A spacious foyer, again with splendid floor-to-ceiling
windows, leads users to a larger-than-before meeting
room with simple facilities for preparing refreshments.
Next is a space for a natural light-well, then comes a
large and well-lit industrial kitchen with ample cup-
board space, benches and power outlets and large glass
doors overlooking the adjoining bush-land.

The wide corridor leads finally to the toilets amenity
area which includes a toilet for the disabled with access
to this area from the rear entrance of the centre.
Several practical storage areas have been incorporated.

The entire complex is fully insulated and will be
warmed by gas-fired ducted heating. The foyer, meet-
ing room and corridor will have the comfort and noise-
abating advantages of a heavy-duty carpet.

Members of the AIDA committee who shivered through
many a winter meeting are delighted at the degree of
comfort and modernity the new Aireys Inlet Community
Centre will deliver.



FOREST PARK DRIVE
DEVELOPMENT

Peter Thompson

This Fairhaven land has a history of applications and
planning permits dating back to 1973 for its development.
The Administrative Appeals Tribunal has now determined
that a permit be granted for subdivision into 85 housing
allotments. Late last year the SurfCoast Shire considered
an application to re-subdivide an undeveloped 21-lot sub-
division with frontages to Yandanah, Werona, Yarringa
and Lialeeta Roads into 93 residential lots.

The Shire decided not to grant a permit and opposed
the development proposal at the AAT hearing. Both
ANGAIR and AIDA had lodged objections on various
grounds. For AIDA the main issue was the scale and
type of development. The number, the size and the
density of residential blocks within the new develop-
ment are still matters causing concern.

As the number of houses increases, so may fire hazards
and traffic problems. Ease of entry to and exit from the
area in a fire emergeng is of paramount importance.
There could also be problems to do with normal traffic
during the summer holiday season. At that time of the
year neither Yarringa Road or the winding, undulating,
gravel section of Lialeeta Road will be suited to heav-
ier traffic usage. Where else can the traffic go? The
dangerous blind turn for cars heading from Yarringa
Road onto the Great Ocean Road is likely to be even
more dangerous with heavier traffic in an emergency.

At the AAT hearing ANGAIR representatives made a
well-researched and well-presented case and won some
minor concessions. A small fenced nature reserve will
be included in the developed area as a reserve for some
of the rare species of sun orchid, such as Merran’s Sun
Orchid, named on the Flora and Fauna Guarantee List.

What can be done to ease these problems? We under-
stand that the Surf Coast Shire’s Environment Advisory
Committee is examining fire risk and the impact on the
adjoining state park. They would welcome comments
from the local community. AIDA will be contributing to
these discussions, so anyone wishing to be involved,
contact either Kim Neubecker or Jane Grant via PO Box
359 at the Post Office. The committee is hoping to
bring together representatives from the CFA, insurance
companies and the Department of Natural Resources
and Environment, together with the Shire to address
some of the concerns mentioned above.

AIREYS INLET
FORESHORE COMMITTEE

Brian Williams

The 1996-97 work program referred to in earlier
newsletters has been completed. It focused mainly on
improved beach access and enhancement of the cliff
walk and its environs.

In May we had a great boost to environmental weed
control and planting of bare cliff-top areas when the
group of five young Australian Trust for Conservation
Volunteers (shown in the photo) assisted local volun-
teers for one week. It was quite an inspiration to work
with these cheerful and enthusiastic young people. Our
thanks also go to AIDA for funding the purchase of the
plants that were used.

The ATCV team — Sylvia Frozem, Narell Chambers,
Andrew Gartshore, Darryn Bird and Andrew Curwood.

And again, thanks to ANGAIR based volunteers where
their environmental weeding is achieving most satisfy-
ing results alongside the cliff walk.

Have you noticed the up-graded look-out and protec-
tive fencing at Lands End, the improved access to
Sunnymead Beach, the cliff walk extension adjacent to
Reserve Road and, at Step Beach, the reconstruction
and refurbishing of the steps?



(Get tired children up from Step Beach by asking them
to count. Are there 127 steps, or maybe 1357 We need
your help! The answer will appear in the next newsletter.)

As mentioned in earlier newsletters, the Victorian
Coastal Council and the state government are studying
the future structure of foreshore management through-
out Victoria. Pending resolution of this, the term of the
Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee has been extended
for one year until 30 June, 1998.

The committee currently comprises Barry Allaway, Joan
Forster, Ross Girvan, Greta Grutzner, Bruce Hedding,
Don Pritchard, Judith Venebles and Brian Williams and
their area of responsibility is the foreshore reserve from
Urquhart Bluff to the mouth of the Painkalac Creek.
From there on to Eastern View is the responsibility of
the Fairhaven Foreshore Committee.

FROM THE
SURFCOAST SHIRE

Are you the joint-owner of property in the SurfCoast
Shire? Are you interested in having your say in local
government? If your answer to both questions is 'YES',
then you may need to ensure you are on the Shire
Electoral Roll. This is particularly relevant to non-per-
manent residents. As a non-permanent resident owning
property in the Shire, you are eligible to be included on
the Electoral Roll. However, only the first-named owner
is automatically included on the roll. Any other owners
must claim entitlement to vote in a council election. To
do s0, you need to contact the Customer Service Office
at the SurfCoast Shire — Phone (03) 5261 0610.

AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

PO BOX 395 AIREYS INLET VIC 3231



