AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

DECEMBER 2000 NEWSLETTER

Notice of Annual General Meeting for 2001

The AIDA annual general meeting will be held at the Aireys Inlet Community Centre, on Friday 5
January 2001 at 8.00 p.m. The doors will be open from 7.30 p.m. to give people time to renew their
membership before the start of the meeting, and there will be supper served after the meeting.
Representatives from the Surf Coast Shire, and from Barwon Water, will give short presentations dur-
ing the meeting, discussing some of the matters that are currently of great significance to residents

and ratepayers of the Aireys Inlet district.

Motions for presentation to the
AGM

In a bid to keep pace with the rate of inflation, the
committee has decided to recommend to the mem-
bership that annual subscriptions be increased to $20
(for family memberships) and to $15 (for individual
memberships). Under our Constitution, this increase
cannot come into effect until 1 January 2002.

The following formal motion will be put to the AGM:

That membership fees for AIDA be increased to
$20 for family memberships and $15 for individ-
ual memberships.

As AIDA’s financial year runs from 1 January to

31 December, subscriptions for 2001 will fall due on

1 January, and will remain at $15 for families and $10
for individuals. However we hope that most renewing
members will see their way clear to include the projected
fee increase as a donation to assist with AIDA’s work in
2001.

The committee will also be putting forward a motion
calling for the inclusion in our constitution of a
Code of Ethics for committee members. This code
has been passed by the committee, with the inten-
tion that it be signed by incoming committee mem-
bers at the start of their term of office. We feel that it
is important for AIDA members to know where com-
mittee members are coming from, and that they will
act in the best interests of AIDA. Conflicts of interest
could arise for any committee member at any time,
and it is vital for the proper functioning of the com-
mittee that there be openness and transparency.

AIDA will have to update its constitution next year,
in line with the New Model Rules for Incorporated
Bodies, and it is proposed that the Code of Ethics be
included in the updated version.

The following formal motion will be put to the AGM:

That the following code of ethics for Committee
members be incorporated in the ATDA
Constitution, to be signed by incoming
Committee members at the start of their term of
office.

CODE OF ETHICS

As a committee member of ATDA, I agree:

e To support the aims and policies of ATDA.

¢ To be an active and committed member in the
best interests of AIDA, free from motives of per-
sonal advantage, and/or information gathering
for personal advantage or gain.

e To accept all decisions of AIDA made by consti-
tutional means, and to refrain from public
adverse comment on those decisions in any
form which claims or implies representation of
AIDA.

* To declare any actual or perceived vested or
pecuniary interest, and to abstain from voting
in those cases where such an interest exists.
This interest is to be declared before any rele-
vant agenda item is dealt with, or when such
conflict of interest becomes evident.



POSSESSIVE ‘S’
(or perhaps trivial pursuit)

Brian Williams

Those primary school teachers of the past certainly
ingrained in us some inflexible rules of grammar
which, even today, some of us are hesitant to break.

In our July newsletter Peter Thompson, a knowledge-
able professional in the correct use of English, had a
section on the land at Urquhart(s) Bluff. But when it
came out in print he was surprised by the prolifera-
tion of ‘Urquhart’s’ that had taken place in his arti-
cle. So we decided to confirm with the Registrar of
Geographic Names in Victoria how the tricky posses-
sive ‘s’ should be handled in place names. Below is
part of the reply we received:

POSSESSIVE ‘S’
In all cases the apostrophe shall be deleted.

For names indicating the possessive case, inhabit-
ed localities and very well known features, the
apostrophe is deleted but the ‘s’ retained, for
example Halls Gap, Wilsons Promontory and
Skenes Creek.

Surnames used for geographical features — delete
the ‘s’, unless it forms part of a name, or if that
name is also descriptive.

Surnames used for man-made cultural features —
delete the ‘s’, unless the euphony becomes undu-
ly harsh or unless possession is implied.

First or given names used for geographical or man-
made features — delete the ‘s’, except where the
name is abbreviated or corrupted and where the
retention of the ‘s’ improves the euphony.

Plural forms of a name, metamorphic names or
mythological names should retain the ‘s’. (PNC
1995; CGNA 1995

And if you still don’t believe this, try to find ‘s’ in the
postcode book or on official government maps. So
we’ll accept Urquharts Bluff, but perhaps should
favour Urquhart Bluff. And there seems no doubt
that Aireys Inlet, Moggs Creek, Deans Marsh and the
like should remain without that damned ‘s’.

And, by the way, we understand that Urquhart was one
of the early coastal surveyors in this area and that he was
also involved in much of the lay-out of Ballarat where
Urquhart Street is one of the main central streets.

AIREYS INLET SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
POSSIBLY OVERLOADED

Jane Grant

It has come to AIDA’s notice that Barwon Water is cur-
rently experiencing significant problems at the sewage
treatment plant. Without setting out technically
exactly what the problems are, it seems that the treat-
ment plant has not been able to cope with the volume
of water and sewage that passes through the system.
This means that there are dangerously high levels of
untreated sewage and there is a real risk of this over-
flowing into the Painkalac Creek and washing out to
sea. The problem came to the notice of Barwon Water
this winter. There was a lot more rain than there had
been for the past four years, and it became obvious
that there was too much water seeping into the system
and threatening to cause an overflow.

AIDA has had a brief preliminary discussion with Mr
Paul Northey from Barwon Water and advised him
that we would like to be involved in any discussions
about how to resolve this very difficult problem.
Barwon Water and AIDA agree that community aware-
ness of the situation is very important, as well as com-
munity consultation. Therefore, we have invited Paul
Northey to come to the Annual General Meeting and
talk to us about the problems, and some of the alter-
natives that are being considered to rectify these.

Fairhaven Foreshore
Committee

Guy Tuddenham

The Fairhaven beach suffered considerable erosion
from early winter storms, resulting in major damage
to beach access tracks at Austin’s Corner and also at
Eastern View. This resulted in the closure of a num-
ber of tracks over winter; however all have now been
repaired and reopened, except for Austin’s, which
still requires major rebuilding.

The committee has continued to operate with inter-
im extensions of six months at a time, pending final-
isation of the Department’s plans for committees of
management.

The consultancy report that was commissioned
regarding improvements to the beach access at the
mouth of Painkalac Creek has been received. This has
now been passed on to the Aireys Inlet Foreshore
Committee for their consideration.



PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Wybellena & Bimbadeen Drives

For a number of years now AIDA has maintained a
consistent position in relation to this proposed subdi-
vision. We have made it clear to the Shire and the
State Government that we regard the present propos-
al for a 48 lot subdivision as an over-development of
the site. We have always felt that a subdivision with
lots of approximately 1 acre (with building envelopes
specified) would be a much more appropriate devel-
opment of this site, and would fit well within the
guidelines of the Shire’s new planning scheme. It
would also allow for retention of a much greater pro-
portion of the existing ironbark forest, thus reducing
the loss of visual amenity from the eastern side of the
Painkalac Creek valley.

We also now believe another factor which should be
taken into account is any increase in loading on the
Aireys Inlet sewerage scheme that such a develop-
ment would produce. Until the serious problems that
the treatment plant is experiencing have been
resolved, it would seem advisable not to go ahead
with any further subdivisions in the area. This is
something the Shire and Barwon Water will have to
consider very carefully as they weigh up the options
they have in dealing with this problem.

Lighthouse precinct

Jane Grant

During the year AIDA has been involved in discus-
sions to resolve the traffic management and other
problems associated with the increase in tourism in
the lighthouse area. We have a representative on the
Split Point Lighthouse and Tourism Precinct Advisory
Committee (SPLTPAC) which met several times earli-
er in the year to come up with a traffic management
solution for the area.

AIDA felt that a long-term view needed to be taken
and that other options than just upgrading the exist-
ing route to the lighthouse needed to be examined.
We were concerned that the existing turn-off from
the Great Ocean Road at Inlet Crescent (adjacent to
the Noble Sanctuary) is a very dangerous intersection
and not one that should be developed. We were also
concerned that there would ultimately be a need to
significantly develop the cliff-top area at Step Beach
to allow for parking and other amenities such as a
toilet block. This we believed was unacceptable.

After much deliberation, the Shire has come up with
a compromise plan for the area which is acceptable
to most people. This includes a commitment to
directing lighthouse traffic to the car-park opposite
the bottom shops to alleviate the need to provide a
lot of parking at Step Beach; keeping open Federal
Street and allowing limited parking there; and hope-
tully the long-term development of other activities in
the area, such as walking tracks, to remove the pres-
sure of all tourists going to one place. We are still
concerned about what is going to be done at the
Noble Sanctuary — Great Ocean Road intersection as
the final plans for this are not yet available.

We will continue to argue for development of infra-
structure in this area that takes into account the
needs of both residents and tourists.

Trust for Nature
presentation

Paul Foreman, from the Trust for Nature, spoke to the
Committee before the September meeting began.
Guy Tuddenham, Brian Williams, Jane Grant and
Paul had examined the Allens’ land in the Painkalac
Creek area and Paul considered it would have a low
priority from the Trust’s point of view because it does
not have a high conservation value and it would cost
a lot of money to buy.

However, he said that the 173 Agreement put on the
land is usually considered strong and fairly restrictive
and the spirit of the law would be against cropping
under the terms of ‘agricultural practices’, but for
interpretation of the letter of the law we would need
a legal opinion.

He also suggested that we be proactive by lobbying
the Shire to make it a conservation and recreation
zone, and also to talk to the Shire about giving a rate
rebate for people who want to covenant their land.
Quite a number of Shires in Victoria have already
done this, which might for instance encourage land-
holders north of Boundary Road to put covenants on
their larger blocks — the current minimum size is 60
ha — to protect them from future pressure to sub-
divide for development.

After Paul had explained how the Trust works, the
Committee thanked him for his time and opinion.



Aireys Inlet Foreshore
Committee

For the time being the present Committee lives on as
the foreshore management authority until there is
some form of State Government restructuring.

Application has been made to the State
Government’s Crown Land Reserves Improvement
Program for funding up to the year 2002-03 for
upgrading foreshore access walkways and enhance-
ment of their environs. If approved, this will assist in
the environmentally friendly development of the
Cliff Walk including its integration with lighthouse
walking access from the proposed improved car park-
ing adjacent to Inlet Crescent (south).

It was with some surprise and concern that in
October our attention was drawn to a new sign that
had been erected adjacent to the foreshore and Inlet
Crescent proclaiming the mouth of Painkalac Creek
near the sand dunes and cliffs as ‘Mellors Swamp’.
Fortunately the correct location of Mellors Swamp
was clearly shown on map 7 in the 1993 Structure
Plan and, following our representations, Council
staff willingly agreed the sign would be removed
before Christmas to an appropriate site at or near the
Emergency Assembly Area.

In August the Environment Conservation Council
(ECC) released its final report on its Marine, Coastal
and Estuarine Investigation. This includes the rec-
ommended Eagle Rock Marine Sanctuary discussed
in the April newsletter. We were pleased to note that
the boundaries of this 25 ha sanctuary, extending
about 300 metres off-shore between the mouth of
Painkalac Creek and Castle Rock, have now been
fine tuned, as we requested, to provide clear identifi-
cation based on prominent rock features. It is now
up to the State Government to deal with the ECC
recommendations.

And to stray a little from our direct area of responsi-
bility, we were pleased that one of our Committee
members was able to assist the Council in restoration
of the vandalised bark hut chimney by providing a
substantial number of nineteenth century hand-
made bricks which closely matched the originals
that had been destroyed. The bricks came from
Creswick gold fields (near Ballarat). The restored
chimney shown in the photo is quite a credit to the
bricklayer, Council staff and to Cr Kingsley Love
who made sure it all happened.




Treasurers Report

Finance reports January to November 2000
(to be audited)

Russell Hansen (Hon. Treasurer)

Operating account income & expenses

Income $
Member subscriptions 4200
Donations 1239
Wine and cheese night (net) 168
Cheque account interest 32

Cash management AIC interest 460

Total income 6126
Expenses
Consultant (Mary Lord) 3000
Stationery 127
Postage 60
Telephone 45
Photocopying 28
Computer costs 25
G'ment charges on bank a/c 39
Subscriptions 65
Books/journals/reports 138
AGM/meeting expenses 240
Questionnaire expenses 178
Newsletter costs 1268
AIDA contribution to
Hartley St appeal 944
Other expenses 251
Total expenses 6540
Net profit (loss) -414

Balance sheet as at 30 November 2000

Total funds comprise:
Operating account balance

b/t 1/1/00 10396

Less loss at 30/11/00 414 9982

Allen Noble Sanctuary a/c (see below) 5400

517 Hartley Street appeal (see below) Nil
15382

Represented by:

Current assets:

Cash at bank 1470

Cash management trust a/c 14027

Petty cash 100 15597

Less current liabilities:

Members subs paid in advance 215
15382

Allen Noble Sanctuary account

b/t 9000
Income Nil
Less expenses
Murphy Design Group
— landscape architect 3600
Balance 5400

5/7 Hartley Street Appeal account

b/t Nil

Income

Contributions from residents 1900

ANGAIR contribution 944

AIDA contribution 944 3788
Less expenses

Payments to consultants

re VCAT Appeal 3475

Other expenses 313 3788

Balance Nil

AIDA MEMBERSHIP

For the calendar year 2000 we have well over 500
members, including 37 who have knowingly or
unknowingly paid in advance for the year 2001; and
some 50 or so memberships from 1999 that have so
far not been renewed.

Please check your address label:

e the suffix F* after the postcode indicates you have
paid your 2001 subscription in advance;

¢ the suffixes F or NF indicate your subscription for
2001 is due and payment would be appreciated
using the blue form enclosed with this newsletter.

Footnote

Current membership subscriptions do not provide a
comfortable cover for our projected running and
other expenses. Pending determination of revised
subscriptions that will apply from 2002, any dona-
tion included with your current subscription will be
gratefully received and will greatly facilitate our
2001 program.



NOMINATION FORM FOR AIDA COMMITTEE 2001

Nomination forms should be in the hands of the secretary, Jane Grant, P.O. Box 359, Aireys Inlet, Vic. 3231,
not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting on S January 2001. Nominees and proposers
should be AIDA members, and the form must be signed by the nominee to acknowledge acceptance.

PERSON NOMINATED (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE)
NOMINATED FOR (Please tick appropriate box.):

PRESIDENT J TREASURER d

VICE-PRESIDENT J COMMITTEE MEMBER J

SECRETARY d
PropOSed DY . . . oo
Acceptance of nomination . ......... .. . Date: .....ovevisi51s

Aireys Inlet and District Association AIDA
P.O. Box 359, Aireys Inlet, Vic. 3231

Miss J.M. FORSTER

P.O. Box 279
AIREYS INLET 3231 F



