
AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

AUGUST 2OOI NEWSLETTER

Planning lssue #l
52-54 Great Ocean Road

Throughout this year the AIDA
committee, working in conjunction with a
group of concerned residents - the Local
Action Group (LAC) - has been vigorously
opposing the nature of a proposed
development at 52-54 Creat Ocean Road
(the large block adjacent to the Eagles
Nest Callery). The developer originally
submitted plans for the construction of
eleven pre-fabricated dwellings on this
site, but he has now modified his plans
slightly, and intends to erect ten two-
storey houses. We feel that this plan, if
allowed to proceed unmodified, would
result in the setting of a disastrous
precedent, which would eventually allow
the spread of high-density housing
throughout much of the central part of
Aireys lnlet, thus completely destroying
the "coastal village" character of our
township. The results of our surveys of
Aireys lnlet district residents (discussed in
earlier newsletters) have shown that a
large majority of local people are in
favour of retaining the unique character
of our town. This has given us confidence
in attempting to have the scale of this
development toned down.

Surprisingly, the Surf Coast Shire (SCS)

planning officers, who seem to have little
understanding of the concept of
"neighbourhood character", approved the
plans. However the newly-elected
councillors, to their credit, took note of
the very strong local opposition to this
proposal, and, at a specially convened
council meeting, they voted 6-3 to reject
the plans. lt is rare for the council to act
in contradiction of the recommendations
of the Shire's own officers, so we are very
pleased that they did so in this case.
(lncidentally, this would seem to be an

opportune time to officially congratulate
our new Mayor, Beth Davidson, and
Councillors Julie Hansen and Kingsley
Love, who were all re-elected as
representatives of the Anglesea ward. All
three have given us strong support on
this issue).

The LAC organised a very effective protest
campaign, which was largely responsible
for the SCS receiving over 360 objections
to the proposed development - an
amazing number for a community of this
size. Rob lnglis, Rod Reed and Jane Crant
spoke very effectively on behalf of AIDA
at the special meeting of council, and
several LAC members and other local
residents also made telling contributions.
However, having won this preliminary
skirmish, we must now gird our loins for
the final deciding battle - a VCAT hearing,
which is to be held at the SCS offices in
Torquay on Monday August 27'h and
Tuesday August 28". We would appreciate
it if any AIDA members who have free
time on one or both of these days could
come to the hearing and help to show
support for this important cause.

AIDA and LAC have agreed to share the
costs of employing a specialist town
planner, who will appear as an expert
witness at the hearing. The case against
the proposal will be led by barrister
Roben Heath, who is providing his
services free of charge. ls is expected that
AIDA and LAC members will speak as
objectors, and other local residents may
also voice their objections. So any help
that you can give, either by attending
the hearing, or perhaps making a
donation towards the substantial costs
involved, will be most welcome.



Planning lssue #2
Bimbadeen Drive

Survivors of the 83 Fires Now
Threatened by Developer

The Red lronbark trees at the end of
Wybellenna Drive, which survived the Ash
Wednesday Fires, now face a bigger
threat, developerJohn Allen. John Allen is
well-known for his plan some years ago to
"develop" the Painkalac Creek valley and
flood plain by building houses there.

The survival of a large area of Red
lronbark Trees is now threatened by
inappropriate development, Most of the
trees still haVe blackened bark from the
'83 fires. The trees are on a block that
runs from the top of Wybellenna Drive
(the inlet end) up to Bimbadeen Drive. The
site is clearly visible from the Creat Ocean
Rd, the Hotel, the houses near the inlet
and most of the Aireys residents who
have a view of the valley.

AIDA was involved in the past in arguing
against the rezoning of this land from
Rural Natural Features to Residential l
After a long delay, the decision about this
land from the Minister for Planning was
that up to 48 lots could be developed,
subject to planning overlays, introduced
by the Office of Planning, Department of
lnfrastructure, such as protecting views
from the Great Ocean Road, retention of
tree canopy and others.

A little over three years ago developer Mr
Allen decided to send in the graders to do
understorey vegetation clearance without
a permit. A local resident took out an
injunction to halt the clearing before the
vandalism was complete. There has been
no attempt to repair the damage. Once
again community members have had to
put their hand in their pocket to ensure
protection of the environment. This illegal
action by the developer and concern
about the site led to the establishment of
the Save the Red lronbark Forest group, a
hard-working group of local volunteers,

who have had strong support from the
AIDA committee.

Since then the group has obtained legal
advice as to the interpretation of the
Office of Planning schedule and obtained
detailed town planning advice as to how
the Council should deal with any
proposed development. Essentially the
advice is that a detailed site analysis is
necessary prior to a development plan
being drawn up. The town planning repon
goes into considerable detail about the
various steps that should be taken.
Members of the group have circulated this
report to all members of Council and a
letter of support from AIDA for the
approach was also sent to Council.

Subsequently members of the group and
their town planner met with the Mayor
and Ward Councillors and Council planner
Mark Harwood. There was unanimous
support for the proposal, and the
Councillors have indicated that they will
urge other Councillors to support this
approach as soon as Mr Hanrvood
provides a report on the matter.

The developer has recently put pegs in
the ground which are numbered up to 48.
The STRIF group has not waited for
Council processes, and has written to the
developer indicating an interest in
achieving a quality result and appropriate
development.

The fact that the developer appears to
have concluded that 48 lots is an
appropriate number of lots is bad news
for the Red lronbarks on the site. Clearly
there is a huge amount of profit at stake
if the developer can make an argument
for the maximum number of lots.

Development allowed on this site will
affect not only how many trees are cut
down, but how many will survive, and
how many new trees will grow. This is a
site covering a large area, with high
visibility, in between a developed
residential area and a rural hinterland.



Decisions made about this area also have
the potential to flow on to other sites.
Rob lnglis

Committee Clippings

Besides the big issues mentioned in this
Newsletter, your AIDA Committee beavers
away at all sorts of other issues, large and
small.
Here's just a selection of things we have
been doing this year:
. AIDA is often invited to attend various

meetings, seminars and workshops or
to be a representative member of a
committee, for example: the Split
Point Lighthouse Tourism Precinct
Committee of the Surfcoast Shire
(SCS); Yarringa Road Reserve (SCS);
Aireys lnlet Master Plan (SCS);
Painkalac Wetland Trail (Fairhaven
Foreshore Committee; Marine and
Coastal Community Network (AIDA
has supprted the proposed Victorian
Marine National Park); Rescode
information nights in Ceelong.

. lssues raised by members to which we
have responded: Concern over
collapse of land at Sandy Cully;
objection to proposed development at
62 Boyd Avenue, Moggs Creek;
support for neighbours and SCS
objection to proposed development at
Lot 3, 67 Eaglerock Parade; concern
over the suggestion of street lighting
for the Anderson Street bridge over
Sandy Cully with possible vegetation
clearing; support for a bid to the SCS
for independent housing for the
elderly in Aireys lnlet; concern over
Pearse Road street lighting proposal.

. Committee initiated issues and
actions: an updated AIDA leaflet; a
submission to the SCS Planning
Committee Review, expressing our
concern over that committee's
functioning; a request for a pedestrian
walkway between Aireys and Anderson
Streets as part of a subdivision of land

on Anderson Street; a submission to
the Draft Victorian Coastal Strategy; a
meeting with Shire Councillors and
senior staff; sourcing of funds for
updating the Aireys lnlet District
Locality map and information
brochure; updating the AIDA
Constitution to bring it up to date with
the new lncorporations Act Model
Rules and including the Code of Ethics
as passed at the 2001 ACM. This
Constitution will be presented to the
2002 ACM for ratification.

lf you have any queries about these
Clippings, please phone one of the
Committee members.
Barbara Leavesley

Aireys lnlet Public Reserves

AIDA Committee members have recently
been active in promoting improvements
in two of the public reserves in the
township. We have supported the idea of
constructing a skateboard ramp in the
reserve opposite the river shops, and
AIDA has donated $250 towards the
construction costs, and sent
representatives to the meetings of the
public committee which is organising this
development. ln addition, AIDA has been
represented at the meetings of a small
committee which is cooperating with the
Surf Coast Shire in planning an upgrade
of the Yarringa Road reserve in Fairhaven.
This committee asked Richard Bain of the
SCS to prepare a concept plan for this
redevelopment. He did this, and,
following comments from the committee,
he is revising the plan. The Shire hopes to
start work on this upgrade within a few
months.

Help Us To Keep The Great
Ocean Road Beautiful!

AIDA has agreed to participate in
VicRoads "ADOPT-A-H ICHWAY" program
and is now responsible for the Great



Ocean Road between Boundary Road and
the Painkalac Creek bridge. Our
involvement in the program is to clear
litter from this section of the Creat Ocean
Road four times each year until December
20A2, when we will review our future
participation.

Our next working bee will be held on
Tuesday 25th September (during the
School holidays) from 1Oam to I 2 noon. If
you are prepared to help, please put the
date in your diary. Meet at the Aireys
Store AIDA noticeboard. We will give you
gloves, vests etc and the necessary
instructions.

For further details contact Russ Hansen
s289 6'r95.
Russ Hansen

The ANGAIR Wildflower Show

The Annual ANCAIR Wildflower Show and
Art Show will be held in the Memorial
Hall, McMillan Street, Anglesea on
Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 September
200.l from 1Oam to 5pm. The ANGAIR
Show has been an annual event for over
30 years and remains a highlight of
Victoria's Spring Wildflower calendar.

The Show includes spectacular displays of
local, indigenous wildflowers and orchids
(collected with the appropriate
permission) as well as cultivated native
flowers from other parts of Australia.
There will also be a special display of
plants, including some Australian natives,
that become environmental weeds when
they escape from gardens into the
heathlands and woodlands that surround
our coastal townships.

Admission includes guided walks and bus
tours to visit nearby bushland and flora
reserves to see wildflowers and birds in
their natural habitat. These excursions
will leave at regular intervals between
I I am and 4pm on Saturday and between
'l I am and 3pm on Sunday. Each group

will be accompanied by an experienced
guide.

A special feature of this year's show will
be a wildlife experience presented by
"Wildlife Encounter". The display will
include reptiles, insects, spiders, sealife
and mounted specimens of birds and
mammals. A wildlife attendant will
provide opportunities to handle the live
reptiles. People are encouraged to ask
questions and bring in specimens for
identification.

There will be displays by several
government departments and local
environment, conservation and
community groups. Native plants, books
on environmental subjects, cards and
various forms of craftwork will be on sale.
Light refreshments will be available.

Alcoa of Australia will sponsor the Annual
ANCAIR Art Show.

For further information contact:
ANCAIR lnc, PO Box I2, Anglesea, 3230
Ph/Fax: 5263 3327 or Ph: 5289 6562

Help Protect the Painkalac
Valley from Boneseed!

Join the Friends of Aireys lnlet Wetlands
for a working bee on Sunday 9
September 9.30-l1.30 followed by
morning tea, courtesy of the Surf Coast
Shire.

ln .l999 
and 2000, most mature boneseed

plants were removed from the Valley.
However there is a considerable bank of

R 5{urst



seed still in the ground and we need at
least an annual intensive effort to keep
this weed in check. There are large
numbers of ankle to knee-high plants and
early Spring will a good time to remove
them before they set seed. Boneseed is
one of the 39 species of environmental
weeds described in the Shire's booklet
Environmental Weeds: lnvaders of aur
Surf Coast.

Meet at the Painkalac Bridge on the Creat
Ocean Road, Aireys lnlet. Wear old
clothes, gum-boots (if possible) and
gardening gloves. Tools will be provided
where necessary.

This is a joint activity between the
Friends of Aireys lnlet Wetlands,

..-, ANCAIR lnc and the Surf Coast
Shire.

Contact:
Tim Cibson, Friends of Aireys lnlet
Wetlands, Ph 5289 6562 or Steve
Cameron, Surf Coast Shire, ph 526.l 0600

Have You Paid your AIDA Subs
For 20OI?

AIDA has 90 single/family members who
have not renewed their membership for
the current year ( JanlDec 20Ol ). piease
look at the address label on this
newsletter and if the letters NF appear we
ask that you send a cheque with the
following form ASAp. We are pleased to
report that at present AIDA has 3g0
members who are financial.
Russ Hansen (Treasurer/Mem bershipOfficer) Ph: 5289 6195

AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOC INC.
PO Box 359 AIREYS INLET 3231

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 2OOI
(Use only if NF appears on address label of this newsletter)

Narne(s):

Usual postal address:

Family ($ I 5):

Donation:

Total:


