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Some Planning Issues

The AIDA committee continues to be concerned with
a number of proposed developments in the Aireys
Inlet region. These developments pose clear threats
to the ‘coastal village’ atmosphere of our township,
which a large majority of AIDA members have indi-
cated they value highly, and wish to have preserved.
Your committee has actively objected to several
developments, calling for them to be amended, to fit
better with our ‘neighbourhood character’. Details of
some of these cases follow.

18-20 Philip Street, Aireys Inlet

This land was bought by the same developer who has
won permission to build nine houses at 52-54 Great
Ocean Road, and he has put forward a plan to erect
seven (later amended to six) two-storey four-bedroom
houses on the Philip Street site. AIDA, and a large
number of neighbours and other residents, have
objected to this proposal, on a variety of grounds.

The Surf Coast Shire planning officers failed to deal
with this application within the statutory time (sur-
prise, surprise), and so the developer has been able to
take the case to VCAT, who will have the final say on
this proposal. It’s the same old story. At the time of
writing, the Council has not decided whether or not
to oppose the development at VCAT - but the
Council’s planning officers have approved the applica-
tion, much to our surprise and dismay. Objectors were
given an opportunity to address the Council to put
their case, and Tim Gibson presented AIDA'’s case, call-
ing on Councillors to oppose the development in its
present form. Other objectors also made very strong
cases opposing the development. It will be most inter-
esting to see what the Council’s final decision is.

Most objections to this proposal have concentrated on
neighbourhood character issues (the six proposed large
houses would create a massed bulk of buildings which
clearly represents a major change in the area’s neigh-
bourhood character, which the planning officer
acknowledged is presently ‘low-key and informal’).
However there are a number of other legitimate grounds
for objecting, in particular overlooking and overshadow-
ing of neighbours, an absence of any significant ‘view-
sharing’, and safety issues relating to increased traffic on
Philip Street, and increased drainage from the site.

2 Yandanah Road, Fairhaven

This proposal has been before VCAT for several months,
with AIDA, ANGAIR and many local residents opposing
the nature of the development. The developers have
been putting out a series of rather confusing changes to
their original plans, but it seems likely that the final
outcome here (which will be decided by VCAT) will rep-
resent a considerable improvement on the original pro-
posal. We're keeping our fingers crossed!

15 Bimbadeen Drive, Fairhaven

This massive proposal, which incorporates the future
construction of 47 large dwellings (and hence the
removal of a large proportion of the red ironbark for-
est currently occupying the site) is also under consid-
eration by VCAT. AIDA has actively opposed the
development in its present form, together with a
number of other residents - in particular the group
known as STRIF (Save The Red Ironbark Forest) — and
we have received support from the Council. STRIF
put a lot of time, effort and money into drawing up a
plan for a process for handling this application,
requiring the developer to provide comprehensive
information about his proposal. The Council regard-
ed this process as desirable, and passed a motion that
it be put in place. In the meantime, the planning
department had yet again failed to deal with the pro-
posal in the statutory time, again allowing the devel-
oper to proceed directly to VCAT. And, even worse,
the planners did not inform the developer of the new
requirements, so that his application provides the
very bare minimum of information. Some parts of
the application - in particular the images which pur-
port to illustrate the visual impact of the develop-
ment — are clearly misleading. AIDA will continue to
press for substantial revisions to this proposal.

310 Great Ocean Road, Fairhaven

This property (known locally as ‘Mad Max’s’) is cur-
rently in use as a holiday home for hire, and the own-
ers are proposing some significant alterations, which
will increase the already major visual impact of this
building, and also represent a potential threat to the
stability of the dune system on which the building
has been erected. AIDA will be requesting the Council
to reject this proposal, at least in its present form.

Tim Gibson and Barbara Leavesley



Aireys Inlet Foreshore Committee
Great News

It was with some surprise that two invitations were
received to attend the presentation of the Victorian
Coastal Awards for Excellence 2002 by the Minister
for Environment and Conservation, the Honourable
Sherryl Garbutt, on 15 April, at the Hotel Sofitel,
Melbourne. And it was even more of a surprise when
the Chairman of the Foreshore Committee of
Management, Bruce Hedding, was called up to
receive a High Commendation award on behalf of
the Committee (see the photograph below).

We did a bit of research later to find out how it had
all come about, and learned that the awards are pre-
sented each year to recognise and acknowledge the
great work that community groups play in protecting
and restoring our coastal and marine environment. It
seems that Tracey Pennington, the Coast Action/
Coastcare representative, had nominated the
Committee, rather than individuals, in recognition
of the work carried out by the Committee and the
many other volunteers who have supported fore-
shore management activities.

In particular it was regarded as a thank-you for the
outstanding weed control work by the Friends group,
so ably led by Ian and Netta Leslie for many years;
for the Conservation Volunteer teams that have par-
ticipated for a week or so each year on foreshore
rehabilitation work; and for the local Fire Brigade
volunteers who cheerfully cooperate in burning the
weed heaps.

The Committee appreciated receiving the award, but
it wishes to acknowledge that contributions from
volunteer groups were major factors leading to the
nomination.

Brian Williams

Sustainable Housing for
Aireys Inlet Elderly

At the AIDA Annual General Meeting in 2000,
Pauline Reilly first proposed the idea of independent
sustainable housing for the elderly on the Council
land off Fraser Street (between Albert Street and Alice
Street, Aireys Inlet). AIDA and others have since
investigated this suggestion. The Council is very keen
for the land to be used for this purpose (it was set
aside to be used in this way), but are unable to devel-
op it themselves, due to financial constraints.

AIDA committee member Rod Woodger has come up
with the idea of involving an architect who has expe-
rience in this type of development, and, with the aid
of a grant from Council, preparing a preliminary
plan, and ensuring legal requirements are met. To this
end, AIDA has formed a small steering committee to
oversee these preliminary steps. This committee con-
sists of Rod Woodger (Chairman), Tim Gibson (AIDA
president) and Claire Hanley (community member),
with Russell Hansen (AIDA treasurer) as an observer.

Establishing a sustainable development of this type is an
exciting idea — it could be a fine example to other devel-
opers of how things should be done! After the prelimi-
nary plans are produced, AIDA will call a public meeting
to test community interest in the idea, because, without
this interest, we may not be able to go any further.

If there is enough interest, then a Management
Committee will be set up, on which AIDA will be repre-
sented. If you are interested in this concept - either as a
potential resident of a proposed home, or if you have
interest or expertise in this area, and may like to be on
the Management Committee — please contact Tim
Gibson (phone 5289 6562). Watch the AIDA notice
board and future newsletters for more information.

Barbara Leavesley

What Wildflower is That?

Come along to the Annual ANGAIR Wildflower Show
and Art Show in the Anglesea Hall, McMillan Street,
on Saturday and Sunday 21-22 September between
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. to find out.

The Show will include spectacular displays of local,
indigenous wildflowers and orchids (collected with
appropriate permission) as well as cultivated native
flowers from other parts of Australia. The Art Show
will feature wildlife and botanical art.



This year, a special display will highlight the features
of the Anglesea Heath — a designated National
Heritage Area which until recently was known as the
Alcoa Lease. It is a significant natural place, and con-
tains important native vegetation including many
species of wildflowers and orchids. There are also
over 100 different native bird species and 29 mam-
mals native to the Anglesea Heath. The clearly signed
walking tracks make this area accessible to people
who wish to experience our natural bushland.

R Hurst

Native plants, books on environmental topics, cards
and craftwork will be for sale. Admission also includes
guided walks and bus tours to selected wildflower
areas. Proceeds from the Annual Wildflower and Art
Show are used for local land conservation purposes.
For more details, phone 5289 6562 or 5263 3327.

Ros Gibson

Great Ocean Road Clean Up

The next AIDA working bee as part of the Adopt A
Highway scheme will be held on Tuesday

24 September. All those who are willing to help in
our efforts to keep the Great Ocean Road rubbish
free are asked to meet at the ‘top shops’ car park at
10 a.m. AIDA wili supply collecting bags, vests and
gloves. So come along and lend a hand in this very
worthwhile attempt to keep our town looking its
best. Enquiries? Phone 5289 6195.

Russ Hansen

Caring for the Painkalac Valley

Join the Friends of Aireys Inlet Wetlands for a working
bee on Sunday 20 October, from 9.30 to 11.30 a.m.,
followed by morning tea, courtesy the Surf Coast Shire.

Meet at the Painkalac Bridge on the Great Ocean
Road, Aireys Inlet. Wear old clothes, gumboots (if
possible) and gardening gloves. Where necessary,
tools will be provided.

We look forward to seeing you. For more details,
contact Tim on 5289 6562.

Robert Ashton



