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Please check if you are a current financial member of AIDA

You will notice that a year appears on the mailing label of this newsletter. If the year shown is not 2003 /
2004 then you are no longer a financial member of AIDA. AIDA depends on member subscriptions so that its
committee can function effectively and your support is very much appreciated. If you wish to update your
AIDA member subscription, please complete the form at the end of the newsletter. If your subscription is not
received then this will be the last AIDA newsletter that you will receive. Again thank you for your support.

A journey toward sustainability

Ever wondered if one household can have an impact
and help the world?

Our community, as with many in the Surf Coast
region, is well aware of the environmental problems
caused by our modern lifestyle. There are a number
of local groups that work hard to help rehabilitate
our local natural environment. These groups are a
vital ingredient in the global sustainability picture.

Very few projects, however, focus on reducing the
consumption of natural resources in our community.
Our use of natural resources continues to increase
alarmingly. As Victorians, we have huge ‘ecological
footprints’ — we use water and resources from vast
areas of land, we produce huge quantities of solid
and liquid waste, our inefficient transport systems
(namely our cars) pollute our air, contribute massive-
ly to greenhouse emissions and drain our hip pocket
to the tune of hundreds of dollars each week.

So how can your household and our local communi-
ty make a difference on a global scale? Read on.

One of the key areas that AIDA will work on this year is
to ‘promote environmental sustainability through edu-
cation’. We shall begin this process by providing a
Sustainability column in each of this year’s newsletters.
AIDA will aim to highlight the links between our own
resource consumption and the bigger regional and
global picture of environmental problems.

So where do we begin our journey? Lets start with
the concept of the ‘ecological footprint’.

Calculating ecological footprints

(Some of the following text is based on a document
called ‘Ecological footprint accounts: moving sustain-
ability from concept to measurable goal’: www.redefin-
ingprogress.org).

Nature provides us with resources in the form of oxy-
gen, food, forest products, fuel and so on, and it
absorbs our waste (in particular carbon dioxide). An
ecological footprint can show the amount of land
required to support the lifestyle of an individual,
community, school or even a whole nation. A per-
son’s (or a population’s) ecological footprint is the
biologically productive area needed to produce the
natural resources consumed and to absorb the waste
generated by that person (or population).

Resource use and waste emissions are expressed in
global hectares by calculating how much biological
space is required to provide the products and services
consumed by that person (or population).

The average world citizen has an ecological footprint of
2.9 global hectares, the average German is 6.0 global
hectares, the average American is 12.5 global hectares
and the average Aussie punter is 8.9 global hectares.
Unfortunately, there are only 2.1 global hectares of
biologically productive space available per person on
the Earth. If everyone on earth used resources at a
rate equivalent to the average Australian, we would
need 3 more Earths to support this demand!

How to calculate your ecological footprint

It is very easy to calculate your own ecological foot-
print. A number of international websites exist. The
most relevant eco foot calculator can be found at:
http://www.global.rmit.edu.au, and follow the links
to the eco foot calculator.

If you want to find out more about sustainability and
the ecological footprint concept, visit the web site:
http://www.redefiningprogress.org for a comprehen-
sive overview.

We will soon have access to an eco footprint calcula-
tor that has been recently developed for Victorian
populations. This calculator will provide the most
accurate ecological footprint estimate available.



If you are interested in calculating your ecological
footprint using the new calculator (for Victorian pop-
ulations) or, if you do not have access to the internet,
please call AIDA committee member Geoff Brown
(on 5289 6466) and he will assist you further.

In our next AIDA newsletter we will explore these con-
cepts further and provide information on simple things
that we can all do to reduce our ecological footprint.

Geoff Brown

15 Bimbadeen Drive

After many years of discussion and negotiation, in
which AIDA has played a part, the proposed develop-
ment for this significant area in Fairhaven (lying
between Bimbadeen Drive and Wybellenna Drive,
and extending down into the Painkalac valley) final-
ly came before VCAT for decision on 3 February. The
Tribunal made an inspection of the site on 4
February, and an abbreviated hearing concluded on
the next day. At the time of writing we are awaiting
the final decision of the Tribunal.

However our expectations as to this decision are not
high. At the last minute AIDA, ANGAIR and the local
residents group were permitted to make brief submis-
sions before the Tribunal, but by far the major part of
the burden of opposing the nature of the proposed
development fell to Mr Cicero, the barrister represent-
ing the Shire. And, despite assurances from councillors
that our major concerns would be vigorously pursued,
Mr Cicero offered almost no arguments along the lines
we would have hoped, and did not even cross-examine
several of the developer’s ‘expert witnesses’. It seems a
tragedy that, in the end, all the hard work, time and
money that many people have put into this issue over
a number of years seem to have counted for nothing.
AIDA is attempting to determine the cause of the
apparent breakdown in communication between the
Council and its Planning Department, or between the
Planning Department and Mr Cicero.

Tim Gibson

12-14 Inlet Crescent Aireys Inlet

There has been an application for a subdivision into
twelve lots on this block which measures 9995 sq. m.:

2 x 740 sq.m., 8 x 700 sq. m. and 2 x 360 sq. m..

This is in a zone where the minimum recommended size
is 800 sq. m.!

It is a narrow, steeply sloping site fronting onto Inlet
Crescent and rising to the rear boundaries of proper-
ties on Federal Street with the top blocks very visible

from many places in Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven. It is
classed as being within the Lighthouse Precinct.

Needless to say, AIDA has put in an objection and
urged other neighbours and residents to do the same.
Objections closed on 20 February.

This is obviously an ambit claim to make us feel bet-
ter when the applicant backs down by a block or
two.

GREAT NEWS!
18-20 Philip Street Aireys Inlet

VCAT has rejected the developer’s application for six
2-storey dwellings and subdivision on this site. The
main reasons given were that the application was not
sufficiently responsive to the Shire’s Planning Scheme,
particularly with respect to:

1 Not fitting with the neighbourhood and coastal
character,

2 The overall building bulk and height was too over-
bearing,

3 There was not sufficient view sharing with the
neighbours and other residents of Aireys Inlet, e.g.
hotel customers.

The Tribunal said that a fresh approach is needed to
respond better to these issues.

Congratulations to the Shire Council and in particular
our three Ward Councillors for supporting the residents’
and AIDA’s concerns. Congratulations also to Elinor and
David Campbell for rallying the local neighbours’ sup-
port by sitting outside the General Store with the plan to
alert people to it. There is no doubt that a strong resi-
dents’ support helps enormously in these matters.

AIDA President’s Report for 2002

Again it is my privilege to present to you a report on
AIDA’s activities for last year. Throughout 2002 your
committee has been working hard on behalf of the
community in the Aireys Inlet region, with our over-
riding concern being the preservation of the coastal
village character of our much-loved township. But
last year your committee has tried to add some more
proactive functions to our range of activities, so that
we can pursue ways of directly improving the
lifestyles of Aireys residents and visitors, in addition
to our role in working to improve proposed inappro-
priate urban-style multi-unit developments.

Two of our newer committee members, Geoff Brown
and Rod Woodger, have been largely responsible for



this shift in our view of AIDA’s role. Geoff proposed
that we should run an AIDA Workshop, to discuss
future priorities for our activities. This Workshop was
held successfully on 4 November, with Geoff acting
as facilitator. As he is to present a report on the
Workshop later this evening, I shall leave it to him to
present the results of our discussions.

Thanks to the creative thinking and enthusiasm of
Rod Woodger, your committee has been sponsoring
the idea of establishing a new housing development
— primarily for elderly local residents — on the
Council-owned land off Albert Avenue. The Shire
provided a grant to develop a preliminary plan for
this much-needed project; a plan was then prepared
by Span Architects. Rod will be speaking about this
important initiative later this evening, and there will
be an opportunity for anyone interested to ask ques-
tions, or make comments.

In my previous two annual reports, I have had to
refer to the valuable contributions made to the work
of AIDA by long-serving committee members who
were retiring. This year, | am happy to say, all of our
long-serving members have re-nominated for com-
mittee positions. And it looks as if we shall be gain-
ing the services of some new and talented
individuals, which augurs well for the future of
AIDA, as we seek to keep up with the changing needs
of the changing Aireys community. We are certainly
hoping that their impact will be as positive as that of
Geoff and Rod.

And there are some positive developments coming
up that should help the 2003 committee in its
endeavours. Firstly, the Shire is at last getting round
to setting up a Neighbourhood Character Study for
the Aireys Inlet district. This long-awaited project
will give AIDA, and the whole Aireys region commu-
nity, a clear set of ‘baseline’ parameters which can be
used in establishing arguments promoting retention
of our existing ‘coastal village’ character, rather than
importing urban-style infrastructure and values. Our
ward councillors have, as usual, been invited to speak
to us this evening, and no doubt they will put us in
the picture in relation to this important initiative.

Another positive development for our area is the
progress that the FAIRGO committee is making in
their search for a site for a recreation ground for
Aireys Inlet. This committee, which has a widely-
based membership of community members (includ-
ing Geoff Brown and myself as representatives of
AIDA) has worked hard, and, as a result, there are

now definite glimmers of hope that a resolution of
this long-running, and often divisive, issue is in
sight. Much of the credit for the progress made by
the FAIRGO committee must go to its hard-working
and enterprising chairman, Adrian Kennelly. As
Adrian will be making a brief address to us later this
evening, I will leave it to him to outline the possibili-
ties for such a resolution.

During 2002 there have of course been a number of
planning issues relating to proposed developments in
the Aireys Inlet area which, we felt, required participa-
tion by AIDA in the planning process. One of the
more important of these related to the vacant block at
18-20 Philip Street, where the same developer who
won permission to erect nine two-storey dwellings at
52-54 Great Ocean Road now proposes a similar devel-
opment. AIDA joined with many individual community
members in opposing the nature of this proposal, and
we are awaiting VCAT’s final decision on this issue.
Perhaps even more important will be VCAT’s final deci-
sion relating to the proposed 47 lot subdivision of the
land at 15 Bimbadeen Drive, Fairhaven — land that is
currently occupied by ironbark forest. The VCAT hearing
on this matter will be held early in February. AIDA has
strongly opposed this proposed development, and we
have supported a group of neighbouring residents in
their active and well-researched opposition.

Among those planning issues which were decided in
2002, we (together with other organisations and indi-
viduals) were able to achieve at least partial modifica-
tion of the original proposals in a number of cases —
notably those at 310 and 315 Great Ocean Road,
Fairhaven, and at 2 and 4 Yandanah Road, Fairhaven.
These successes, even if minor, justify the tremendous
amount of time and effort that your committee puts
into preparing the cases which we present to the
Shire’s Planning Committee, the Council itself, or to
VCAT. In this respect I would like to pay tribute to the
great contribution that Barbara Leavesley, in particu-
lar, made in 2002, often with considerable assistance
from Elaine Grose. It was these two who often under-
took the bulk of the work involved in preparing and
presenting our submissions.

A number of other issues have, of course, come before
your committee in 2002. Russell Hansen, our indefati-
gable Treasurer, somehow found the time to continue
coordinating our efforts to clean up the verges of the
Great Ocean Road through the township. Once again,
though, the numbers turning up to help in this endeav-
our have been disappointing — we hope more commu-
nity members will turn out in 2003. Geoff Brown and



Guy Tuddenham have continued their researches into
developing a policy on external lighting in Aireys, and
indeed one which the Council might adopt for the
whole of the Shire - this task is close to completion.

with a street map, essential phone numbers, and a brief
history of the area. This project should also be complet-
ed soon. And there have been numerous other minor
matters that have required our attention.

Brian Williams has written an (unfortunately expurgat-
ed!) history of AIDA, which is a most interesting read,
and which we shall be publishing early this year. We
received a grant from the Shire for another publishing
venture - reissuing our Aireys Inlet pamphlet, complete

I can assure you that your committee has worked
hard in dealing with this broad range of issues, and I
am sure that you will join with me in showing your
appreciation of their efforts on your behalf.
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Help needed again to clean up the highway!
PO Box 359, Aireys Inlet 3231

AIDA participates in Vicroads ‘Adopt-a-Highway’ program and is
responsible for the Great Ocean Road between Boundary Road and
the Painkalac Creek bridge. Our next working bee will be held at
10 a.m. Saturday 22 March. Please meet at the Aireys Store and you
will be given gloves, vests, etc., and the necessary instructions. For
further details contact Russ Hansen 5289 6195.

Aireys Inlet and District Association AIDA

P.O. Box 359, Aireys Inlet, VIC. 3231



