AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

(R.N. A000710V)
JULY 2003 NEWSLETTER

Planning issues
89 Great Ocean Road Aireys Inlet

There is an application for 15 apartments and 2 retail
shops on this site next to Skinny Legs Café. AIDA
believes this is a major overdevelopment of this site. It
has real problems with pedestrian access and traffic
movement, and the land is subject to inundation and,
anecdotally, has been flooded quite often in the past.

AIDA is objecting. We hope that many AIDA mem-
bers lodged individual objections with the Shire
before the advertised closing date (18 July).

18-20 Philip Street
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1t's back again! This time for subdivision ONLY — into

6 lots, with a layout that is very similar to the first
time.

AIDA has objected on the grounds that the developer
has not supplied a development plan for the subdivi-
sion and it could end up exactly the same as that
rejected by VCAT!

310 Great Ocean Road (Mad Max House)

A new plan has been submitted, much more con-
densed than the last one, with no lap pool requested.
AIDA did not object this time.

2 Yandanah Road Fairhaven

Back again. This time there is a plan much closer to
the VCAT Directive, which includes 4 big blocks
fronting Yandanah Road. AIDA has objected for the
second time because the development will still be
visible from the Great Ocean Road, and the
Yandanah Road blocks may still be subdivided by
new owners which will result in a much denser sub-
division than the surrounding area. We have asked
for covenants restricting each of these four blocks to
a single house/dwelling.

12-14 Inlet Crescent

There has been a revised plan submitted for 10 lots —
the ones at the top of the block are less than the
required minimum of 800 sq. m., and are located just
below the lighthouse, which means buildings on
them will potentially be visually obtrusive.

The AIDA objection still stands. The full Surfcoast
Council decided to reject the proposed development

at a Council meeting on 1 July. A VCAT Hearing was
held on Friday 11 July at the Shire Offices, Torquay.
We await the result of this hearing with great interest.

31-37 Anderson Street
(Roman Catholic Church land)

A plan has been submitted, this time including a public
walkway between Anderson and Aireys Streets. They
have also made bigger blocks where there is significant
vegetation present. AIDA did not object this time.

15 Bimbadeen Drive

Unfortunately, as predicted, this large development
went through VCAT with almost no amendments.
We now have no option but to put up with the
degradation of the environment and of viewscapes
that will inevitably follow.

Barbara Leavesley

Blockage of a public walkway

A member has drawn our attention to the fact that a
public walkway to a viewing point next to 28 Banool
Road Fairhaven has been made into a private driveway
with a gated fence at the bottom of it! The Council is
aware of the situation and is now proposing to review
all public walkways in Fairhaven. It may be that they
are considering selling some walkway land to the
adjoining owners and enhancing other walkways.

AIDA knows that all public walkways and open
spaces are important to our members and has written
to the Council of our concern in this matter and
asked to be involved in the review process.

Foreshore vegetation removal

Several members have noticed the removal of vegeta-
tion in front of two houses in Eaglerock Parade. Some
of this removal was illegal. We have contacted the
Foreshore Committee who have told us they will be
carrying out restoration and revegetation and possibly
putting up appropriate signage. Further foreshore veg-
etation was illegally removed on the dunes beside the
Great Ocean Road in Eastern View. The Fairhaven
Foreshore Committee acted promptly, and erected a
screen to take the place of the removed trees and
shrubs. Hopefully this will remain in place until
replacement vegetation grows to a reasonable size.



Help clean up the
Great Ocean Road

AIDA’s next Adopt-a-Highway session, cleaning up
rubbish along the Great Ocean Road, will be held at
10.00 a.m. on Saturday 16 August. Please come along
(we’ll meet at the car park outside the ‘top shops’) and
help us keep our township looking its best. Protective
clothing (gloves and jackets) will be provided. For fur-
ther information call Russell Hansen on 5289 6195.

Neighbourhood character study

‘Coastal villages will retain their seaside and village charac-
ters ... local native vegetation will be encouraged along our
coast ... The Victorian public is concerned that Victorian
coastal towns are beginning to look like Australian suburbs,
and sees building aesthetics as the No. 1 issue for coastal
development.’ — Victorian Coastal Strategy 2002

‘Careful consideration must be given to ... ensuring that
future development protects the identity and character of
the area.’ — Surf Coast Planning Scheme

Sound familiar? The Government’s ResCode policy
provides for protecting the character of our neigh-
bourhoods against inappropriate development. But
first, local communities must decide what local char-
acter they want — and what they don’t want.

The Surf Coast Shire’s Aireys Inlet to Eastern View
Neighbourhood Character Study started early this year
with a community survey of loved and unloved aspects
of our visual neighbourhood environment. In all, 230
of us (the best response in the Shire we were told at a
community forum in March — no surprise to locals!)
returned their opinions — even though there were some
misgivings about the process. Neighbourhood charac-
ter studies are also being conducted in Lorne, Anglesea

and Torquay. The study aims to identify our distinct
neighbourhoods and those aspects of our own local,
natural and built environment which should be
encouraged — and hopefully required - for all new
development, as well as existing or potential aspects we
don't want in the Aireys Inlet area.

Neighbourhood character relates to the built form
around us and local environmental characteristics —
such as building design, development density, views,
trees and gardens, accessibility, roads, footpaths,
overhead cables and lighting, etc.

So far, the community survey has examined only the
daytime visual aspects of neighbourhood character,
and AIDA will be arguing that there are other consid-
erations which must be taken into account, such as
development density, privacy, congestion, lighting,
noise, street design, footpaths, topography, natural
environment and waterways.

The study wili result ini a publicly exhibited draty,
and a public information session, in the summer and
the preparation of relevant amendments to the Surf
Coast Shire Planning Scheme by mid 2004.

AIDA is actively involved, along with many resi-
dents, in the Neighbourhood Character Study. Three
members of the AIDA committee, Tim Gibson, Guy
Tuddenham and Ian Godfrey, have been appointed,
along with nine other community members, to the
study’s Community Reference Group.

If you have any opinions or questions regarding
neighbourhood character, or the Neighbourhood
Character Study, please contact Tim, Guy or lan (see
contact details in this newsletter).

lan Godfrey

Surf Coast Style

The Surf Coast Council is concluding a lengthy
process to amend the part of the Shire’s Planning
Scheme relating to Surf Coast Design — now to be re-
named Surf Coast Style. The draft amendment was
publicly exhibited in February, and AIDA made a
generally critical submission regarding the proposed
revisions to the objectives in the Planning Scheme
(Clause 22.05), our interpretation of the Surf Coast
Style booklet, and uncertainty as to how the policy
would relate to the Neighbourhood Character Study.
At the same time we strongly endorsed the Council’s
objective of improving the visual character of build-
ing developments within the Shire.



At consultative meetings with objectors and communi-
ty representatives in April and May, planning officers
have clarified a number of the issues raised by AIDA
and proposed changes to the draft amendment prior to
final consideration by Council. If there are still out-
standing objections, the amendment will have to be
considered further by an external planning panel.

There is still a healthy scepticism amongst AIDA
committee members as to the role and value of Surf
Coast Style in relation to the forthcoming provisions
to protect Neighbourhood Character.

If you have any opinions or questions about Surf Coast
Style, or AIDA'’s position regarding it, please contact Ian
Godfrey (see contact details in this newsletter).

Shire’s Municipal Strategic
Statement under review

The Surf Coast Council is currently undertaking the
required three-yearly review of its Municipal Strategic
Statement (MSS) which forms part of the local Planning
Scheme and sets the key values, directions and priorities
for planning requirements within the Shire.

Barbara Leavesley and lan Godfrey prepared AIDA's
submission on this important matter in June.
Amongst many points raised, AIDA has:

» endorsed the existing values and thrust of the
MSS

» suggested a less repetitive format, which would be
easier to follow

e proposed the addition of sustainability objectives,
including the limits to township growth

¢ strongly argued for the retention of the individual
township strategies, e.g., the very valuable Aireys
Inlet to Eastern View Strategy (which are possibly
under threat as being considered superfluous)

« stressed the need for stronger application of the
Coastal Development Policy, the environmental
objectives and the development density and
building height provisions

« stressed the need for greater certainty of planning
outcomes arising from the MSS objectives

¢ pointed out that the objective ‘to preserve and
ENHANCE scenic landscapes’ should be more
effectively pursued.

If you have any questions about AIDA’s submission,
please contact Barbara or Jan (see contact details in
this newsletter).

Horses on Fairhaven Beach

Horses and their riders have enjoyed' the privilege of
the freedom of the Fairhaven Beach for more than
seventy years. It is only in recent times that part of
this use has become commercialised.

The Fairhaven Foreshore Committee is responsible for
balancing the interests of horse riders and other users
of the beach. As general beach usage has become more
popular this task has grown more complex and has
resulted in the need to issue restrictive guidelines to
both the commercial and recreational riders. In the
case of the commercial interests these guidelines are
attached to the conditions of their current permit to
use the beach. Private recreational riders are informed
via display boards at the local agistment sites.

The conditions imposed cover control over the points
of access to and egress from the beach, tides and times
of allowed usage and operational control of horses
being ridden within 50 metres of other beach users.
Guidelines are also laid out regarding the removal of
horse droppings from the access points.

While the Fairhaven Foreshore Committee is aware
of some dissatisfaction within the community con-
cerning the present situation, and is aware of a num-
ber of breaches of the current guidelines, it is
monitoring the position with a view to the possible
need to introduce even stricter controls in the future.
It is the belief of the committee that with a beach
extending over seven kilometres it should be possible
to accommodate a wide variety of activities to suit a
range of community needs.

Guy Tuddenham, Fairhaven Foreshore Committee

A date for your diary

Come along and celebrate spring at the Annual
ANGAIR Wildflower Show and Art Show to be held in
the Anglesea Hall, McMilian Street, on Saturday and
Sunday 20-21 September between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

R Hurst

The Show will include spectacular displays of local,
indigenous wildflowers and orchids as well as culti-
vated native flowers from other parts of Australia.
Guided walks and bus tours to local flora reserves are
included in the admission price.



Alcoa has donated the prizes for the Art Exhibition
which will feature wildlife and botanical art. Native
plants and books on environmental topics, cards and
craftwork will be on sale.

Proceeds from the Show are used for local land con-
servation purposes. For more information, phone
5289 6562 or 5263 1085.

Ros Gibson (ANGAIR)

The lighthouse

We have received complaints of traffic management
problems here at holiday times. In addition, it has
been suggested again that the lighthouse should be
opened to the public. AIDA is reviewing past SPLTPAC
recommendations and reports before deciding on any
action. Please let us know if you have views on this
proposal, or any other issue in this newsletter.

Barbara Leavesley
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Committee contact details

The names and telephone numbers of the 2003
AIDA committee are as follows:

President — Dr Tim Gibson (5289 6562)

Vice-President - Mr Guy Tuddenham (9848 3294
or 9669 4689)

Secretary — Mrs Barbara Leavesley (5289 7152)
Treasurer — Mr Russell Hansen (5289 61995)
Assistant Secretary — Mrs Tania Teague (5289 6526)
Mr lan Godfrey (9620 2404 or 5289 7388)

Mr Geoff Brown (5289 6466)

Ms Jane Grant (5289 7245)

Mr Greg McKnight (5289 6557)

Ms Liz Wood (5289 7379)

Mr Rod Woodger (9819 9776 or 5289 7250)

Mr Graham Teague (5289 6526)
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