
Recently, we should all have received notification in the mail
from the Surf Coast Shire that the Aireys lnletto Eastern View

-,\le 
igh bourh ood Ch aracter Study an d Vegetation Assessmenf

2004 is at last on public exhibition as Amendment C18 to the
Surf Coast Planning Scheme.

This is the culmination of an important process for the future of
our local settlements and environs, which AIDA has participated

in and strongly supports.

Commenced in March 2003, a long procedure of community
consultation, analysis and review - specifically applying to the
Aireys lnlet to Eastern View district and its special requirements

- has reached the stage of formal public exhibition, prior to
consideration of public submissions, fine tuning and, ultimately,
Ministerial approval as a key part of the planning framework
and development controls for our patch of the coast. All going
well, we anticipate the amendment being in place before the
end of the year,

What are the objectives of the neighbourhood character
rmendment?

-Amendment C18 lists the following planning objectives:

". To preserve and enhance the low scale, vegetated character
of the settiements ofArreys lnlet, Fairhaven and Moggs Creek.

. To ensure that development presents an inconspicuous profile

against the landscape setting, allowing the landscape to
remain the key feature of the settlements, particulady where
the vegetation canopy height is low and/or a site is prominenily

located.

. To ensure that buildings are sited and designed to avoid
protruding over or above ridgelines or form a silhouette
against the sky when viewed from the Great Ocean Road or
any other significant viewing point.

. To retain adequate setbacks from boundaries to retain space
around buildings and to provide sufficient room for
landscaping to the front of a development so it appears to be
'nestled in the trees .

. To ensure that the scale, setback, site coverage, location and
overall form of development promotes the preferred character
attributes of the settlements.

If we want to retuin our coastul village character, responses to the Cl t
Planning Amendment ure required, Plesse consider writing a letter of
supporl ltowever short.

. To ensure that buildings are siied and designed to avoid
and/or minimise removal of native vegetation.

. To provide sufficient land, free of buildings and hard
surfaces, in orderto sustain vegetative screening that better
integrates built form within the landscape.

. To achieve a reasonable sharing of views of significant
landscape features, including views of the ocean and
coastal shoreline, the Split Point Lighthouse and natural
bushland in the hinterland.

. To safeguard the landscape values of the lighthouse when
viewed from beyond the site; and ensure that development
does not dominate or compete with the prominence of the
lighthouse within the immediate landscape."

. To protect the visual amenity of the mouth of the Painkalac
Creek and reflect the single storey established character.

. To encourage the use of warm, natural and earthy colour
schemes that allow buildings to blend with the natural
surroundings. 

*

. To encourage ioofs that are clad in a non reflective material
and colour.

. To discourage the establishment of recreational structures
such as tennis courts and swimming pools.

. To encourage accessways and other infrastructure that
have an informal appearance."

Copies of Amendment C18 are available for viewing

Copies of the full amendment, which extends over 50 pages,

can be viewed in Aireys lnlet at the Post Office and the Great
Ocean Road Properties Real Estate Agency; in Torquay at
the shire offices; and in Geelong and Melbourne at the
Department of Sustainability and Environment offices.

The full documentation can also be downloaded from the web
at: <http://tinyurl.com/aomqm>

For those familiar with the Planning Scheme, Amendment
C18 is largely made up of:

. a complete re-write of the Aireys lnlet to Eastern View
Strategy,

. the introduction of a new, Neighbourhood Character
0verlay,
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Neighbourhood Character Study
The vision ....

"Coastal villages will retain their seaside and village characters .,. local native vegetation will be encouraged along
our coast. ... The Victorian public is concerned thatVictorian coastaltowns are beginning to look like Austratian
suburbs, and sees building aesfhefrcs as the No. 7 issue for coastal development." - Victorian Coastal Strategy 2002
The story ....
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. a schedule (NCO1) to the Neighbourhood Character

Overlay,

. two new schedules (ESO4 and ESO5) to the

Environmental Significance Overlay,

. two new schedules (DDO10 and DDO1l) to the Design

and Development Overlay, and

. the removal of the Coastal Development Policy from

applying to our area.

Any member wishing to make a submission regarding

the proposed amendment, is encouraged by AIDA to do

so - particularly to provide reinforcement for the strong

environmental values and positive development
objectives underpinning its provisions.

Based on other Neighbourhood Character exhibitions in the

shire, in the normal course of events we can anticipate vocal

opposition to aspects of the amendmentfrom property owners

and developers who have chosen not to participate in the

process to date, and now fear their interests may be

threatened by new req u irements for environ mental protection

and lower housing densities. To counter opposition, the shire

also needs positive submissions from supporters of the

amendment, to help decision-makers - including shire

councillors, the Department of Sustainability and the minister

- to endorse the proposal when considering the public

responses to what is in fact a ground breaking vision for both

the protection and the enhancement of our area's
neighbourhood character and its indigenous environment.

AIDA will be making a detailed submission covering all

aspects of the amendment.

The closing date for submissions is 23 June 2005, at the

Strategic Planning Department of the Surf Coast Shire, PO

Box 350, Torquay 3228.

PLANNING ISSUES

24, Pearse Rd. / 7, Bree Ct. Aireys lnlet - application for re

subdivision of 2 blocks into 3 and the development of 3
houses.

This has gone to the Shire Planning Commlttee g$ y/e aF
pleased to say that they have refused the application. After

this decision, the owner / developer offered to try to retain

more of the site's vegetation, but afterconsideration, we have

decided that the important issue is that only 2 houses be on

this site - thereby saving more vegetation with consequent

better screening . I've no doubt we'll be off to VCAT!

10, Federal St. Aireys lnlet
A meeting took place at the Shire Offices between the owner

/ developer, Mr. Costa, and some of the objectors to the

proposal at which points of view were aired. Amended plans

were subsequently submitted which offered to remove the

lights on the tennis court and to amalgamate the four self-

contained dwellings with one kitchen, the exterior and size of

the building to remain the same.

AIDA maintained its objection.

The amended application went to the Planning Committee

on May 9. The Officer's Report recommended passing the

application but removing the tennis court altogether, lowering

the height of the building slightly at the rear and rearrangement

of car parking.

The Planning Committee disappointingly passed the application

with the tennis court.

AIDA and some of the objectors are going to VCAT.

4G, Yandanah Rd. Fairhaven

This application for a huge dwelling on the ridgeline at

Fairhaven, has submitted amended plans that appear to have

marginally reduced the height and slightly decreased the master

bedroom. Overall it is still a huge dwelling and it appears they

are still intending to treat their own sewerage at the cost of

losing much more vegetation, when the sewerage is available

near by. AIDA will maintain its objection.

23-79 Bambra Rd. Aireys lnlet
There is still no word on the "monumental" gateways in the

north of the Painkalac Valley.

PAINKALAC VA[IET . THANKS FOR
YOUR SUPPORT
Aftet John Allen's briefing with Shire Council about

development in the Painkalac Creek valley the

Councillots have decided thete should be no more

residential development on the landat23 -79,Bambra
Road. They see no reason to teview the Section 173

Agreement as there is no change in citcumstances to

warrant it.

We have no doubt that your wonderful response in
contacting Councillors to let them know your feelings

had some influence on their decision making. They

certainly could not say they don't know how the

majority feels on this ptoposal. It's interesting to note

that it was a response from the wider communiry not
only AIDA members - mind you our membership of
450 people ptobably represeflts a significant majotity
of tesidents and ratepayets in our District alrryay.

1$7e now need to look at the wider issue of what is the

future of the valley. It has been suggested ftom several

quartefs that a community committee should be set

up to investigate the possibiJities fot protecting the

valley fot ever.

The issue of the oval is separate and will be furthet
cladfied once the status of the Gilbert Street site is

decided by the VEAC irq"ity and the Minister.

Batbara Leaveslev
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PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS AND PRIDE OF PLACE.
The Surf Coast Shire have informed AIDA that works on the pedestrian link between the top and
bottom shops will start this week and are due for completion by 30/06/05.

The works are as follows-
. A sealed pathway on the coastal -side of the Great Ocean Rd linking the 'top shops 'to the Allen

Noble Sanctuary, where new boardwalks and jetty have just been completed
. Gravel pathways within the Allen Noble Sanctuary
. A pedestrian refuge on the Great Ocean Road at Bambra Rd.

. Existing pathway upgrade/extension of the pathway on the west side of the GOR between the
community hall, medical centre and hotel

. lmproved drainage and surface renewal

. Tree trimming

. Traffic management and safety initiatives in the lighthouse precinct.

Planning and discussion is still in progress on a Discovery Trail around the Lighthouse Precinct and a
walkway linking the cliff path, the Alan Noble sanctuary, the Great Ocean Rd path and car parks at
Skate park and Step Beach.

Ongoing discussion continues between AIDA and the SCS on the expressed desire by the Aireys lnlet
Community for the retention of informal streets and vegetated verges ,gravel paths and the avoidance

of a suburbanisation of the environment . The
recent Aireys lnlet Neighbourhood Study
Amendments strongly supported the retention of
informal streets.

Recent Media Announcement
A new $20.000 Aireys lnlet bus bay will be
completed by 30/06/05 and will have substantial
safety benefits for Geelong bound passengers
and motorists travelling the Great Ocean Rd.

The 30 metre long bus bay will be located
opposite the general store, providing protection
for embarking and disembarking.

The new bay will also enhance traffic flow and
reduce congestion.

Once the bus bay is
built, a new concrete
pathway will be
constructed to link the
bay to the existing
footpath.

Cr Mears, accompanied by lan Godfrey, President of AIDA,
Leckiord and Liz Wood inspect some of the new pathways al
Noble Sanctuary Wellands. Pholo is by courtesy of the
Surfcoast Shire.

Remember the Painkalac Vallev

DAVID CAMPBELL

I remember the Painkalac Valley
before it was ruined by man,

long before it was covered in houses
and all the pollution began.

I remember the 6roos in the valley,
still sentinels framed by the Iight,

as the shadows crept over the hillside
to herald the coming of night.

I remember a horse in the valley,
its mane and its tail flying free,

as it ran like the wind through a meadow
that flowed from the bush to the sea.

I remember the view down the valley,

. the cattle, the horses, the troos,

with the green timbered slopes of the Otways,
and families paddling canoes.

I remember the birds in the valley,
the ibis and egrets that fed

on the insects and fish that were found there...
but now we've got concrete instead.

I remember who killed off the valley,
who parcelled it up to be sold,

and then traded it in for an oval
and buckets ofsilver and gold.

I remember the Painkalac Valley,
an asset we just gave away,

leaving people in future to ponder
the price we were ready to pay.

BBQ Update
Well finally we are pleased to say that the SkatePark

BBQ should be installed and ready to go by the long

weekend in June - if all goes to plan! Many thanks to

the SurfCoast Shire for the Community Grant and also

to Dave Morton, who has coordinated the volunteer

labour. AIDA looks forward to hosting a community

sausage sizzle to celebrate - look out for a time and

date!"Lets hope it never gets to this! !"


