NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2005

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY 6™ JANUARY 7.30pm Aireys Inlet Community Centre

doors open /pm for membership renewal
Speakers
1. Fabian Crowe will speak about ‘New approaches to Fire Management’
Fabian is a Wildfire Instructor with the Country Fire Authority. He is highly qualified and experienced in the area of wildfire
throughout Australia and was part of the investigation team on the Canberra fires of 2004 Fabian worked
for DSE for 20 years as a key person in fire management.
2. Libby Mears, our local council representative and the newly elected Mayor of the SCS will update
us on issues in the community,

TOP SHOPS REDEVELOPMENT

On behalf of AIDA Tania and Graham Teague attended
meetings on September 19 and October 5, 2005 with VicRo-
ads, the Surfcoast Shire & top shop traders.

At the first meeting preliminary plans were tabled for discus-
sion for the establishment of bus stopping areas & bus shelter,
a pedestrian refuge, a turning lane into the parking area & the

—ayout of parking for the shops.

"The works involve the relocation of power poles, road widen-
ing, the creation of a planted median strip between the road
& reworked parking area, all to be completed prior to the
Christmas period 2005, The works will be funded by VicRoads
& the Surfeoast Shire.

AIDA stressed the need for visual & physical separation
between the road & parking area as called for in the Shire
Pride of Place & Urban Design Framework requirements.

At the second meeting revised plans were tabled.

Much of the layout remained but the median strip was in~
creased from 600m m to 1,000mm wide.

After much discussion, a 750mm post & wire fence within
the median sirip will be installed.

[t was agreed that Angair is to be consulted
about appropriate plant species for installation
in the median strip.

Additional seating will be prmided by the
bhlre located in consultation with the interest-

d parties (including AIDA) after completion
ol’ the major works.
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Nick Hyidbera L.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER
STUDY AND C18 AMENDMENT

In the September Newsletter, the importance and content of
this proposal was described on page 2.

It explained that the September 6™ Surf Coast Council
meeting had agreed to the recommended amendments to
C18 and that it should go to the Department of Sustainability
and Environment for a Panel Hearing before hopefully being
passed by the Minister and the Council for approval and sub-
sequent inclusion into the SC Planning Scheme.

The Government Panel Hearing has now been set for Mon-
day, December 5 and Tuesday, December 6 in Aireys Inlet Hall
and is open to the public.

AIDA believes that the identification and protection of
neighbourhood character is one of the most important town
planning initiatives for our area in recent years, and even
though it won't by any means solve all our planning problems,
we ’nnpe after this long two and a half year process, most peo-
ple who will ippear be fore the Panel will speak to support the
C18 Amendment, but we know that at least one person, with
several expert witnesses, will be speaking against
itand has been allocated 4 hours to do so.

; AIDA and other members of our commu-
Ve nity worked long and hard for this important
improvement in our planning process and hope
we will be successful in convincing the Panel to
recommend it to the Minister for his approval.
Barbara Leavesley




PLANNING APPLICATIONS

10, Federal Street

We are delighted that VCAT has finally handed down this Decision and has

refused the application. Factors quoted in the refusal were ifs inappropriate
size, the design at the front, insufficient space for vegetation cover and the
proximity of the tennis court to Crown land.

This Is an excellent result.

24, Pearce Road

This result is disappointing as the thres 2-storey houses and 3 lot subdivi-
sion were allowed in spite of being right on the limit of lot size and way
ahove that proposed in the C18 Amendment. The Tribunal Member said that
the C18 Amendment was not yet in the Surf Coast Shire Planning Scheme
and therefore it could not carry much weight. This reinforces how imporfant
it is that C18 is accepted into the Planning Scheme. (See page 1 in this
Newsletter for details of the Public Hearing for this Amendment).

4F Yandanah Road, Fairhaven

Following suggestions from the Shire Planner, the applicant went to
considerable trouble to try to amend the plan so as fo reduce the house’s
visibility from the Greaf Ocean Road. The application has besn passed by the
Planning committee and, apart from a concern ahout the need for subdued
colours that blend with the surrounds, we believe the application is now
acceptable.

Barbara Leavesley

STOP PRESS

Neighbourhood Character Study

On the 5" and 6™ of December the State Government
Planning Panel met in the Community Centre to conduct its
hearing into the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Neighbourhood
Character Study and its amendment to the Surf Coast Plan-
ning Scheme. The Shire, the Department of Sustainability
and Environment and a number of members of the commu-
nity, along with AIDA and Angair, made strong submissions
in favour. Barbara Leavesley and Ian Godfrey presented for
AIDA.

We hope that the panel was persuaded to endorse the
amendment ~ despite one alarming local proposal made in
opposition to it — and we will know in due course......

Thank you to the many members of our wonderful commu-
nity who attended during our presentation, crowding into the
hearing room to give their support. Your round of applause
brought smiles to the panel members' faces for the first time,
at the end of a long and tiring day.

Waterwatch

Some recent events have raised community awareness about the
state of the Painkalac Creek, so, with a lot of support from Don-
na Groves of the Surf Coast Shire, a group of local residents has
set up a monitoring programme to keep an eye on the health of
the creck. This is a component of the Waterwatch initiative that
is run by the Corangamite Catchment Management Author-
ity, and the necessary equipment and training has been supplied
by the CCMA and Barwon Water. A number of parameters
(salinity, dissolved oxygen, phosphorus, PH, temperature, etc)
are being measured once a month at four different sites along
the length of the creek (and more frequently when exceptional
events — floods, or fish kills) occur.

WANTED

AIDA members with interest / expertise in being involved with planning issues.
This is one of the main areas in which we operate and we nesd people willing
to learn or are willing to share, how to read plans, prepare submissions,
present cases at Planning Committes meetings and at VCAT. so intersst and or
expertise in any of these areas would be wonderful. Thanks

Barbara Leavesley ph 5289 7152

Committee Members 2005

Ian Godfrey
Barbara Leavesley
Tania Teague
Nadine Liddy
Russ Hansen
Tim Gibson

Tim Gibson

9620 2404
52 897152
52 896526
52 896195
52 896195
52 896562

Greg McKnight 52 896557
Mark Bean 52 896618
Guy Tuddenham 98 483294

52 896526
52 896873

Graham Teague

Di Schmied
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ln 2004 AIDA proposed the idea of a pedestrian pathways
strategy for our area. We planned our approach and \urvu,’cd
D%. was interested in
resolving and planning for issues including:

* improvements in beach access, particularly as infill develop-
ment excludes informal routes over private land,

and analysed local community views. A

* improvements in the safety and convenience of shop and

school access,
* existing pathways being overgrown, or being resumed by
adjomm property owners,
« better planning for shared use of the street network for pe-
destrians and cars while protecting the natural, low key nature
of our streets, and
* more options for local walking, jogging & cycling trails
~short and long — to support recreation, fitness and tourism.
Our initiative received enthusiastic support from the Surf
~~Coast Shire and was followed by Council's decision to develop
its own shire-wide pathways strategy. A consultant was en-
gaged and community input was sought at a number of local
meetings. Finally, this September the Shire’s Pathways Strategy
~ Connecting Communities was released for public comment.

The Shire’s strategy differs from AIDA’s approach in that
it is largely based on engineering infrastructure, leadin gtoa
proposed network of pedestrian pathways (new construction

||
i %
b 4
\
% Y
[
)
j /
= /

il e

P

&
ST

and improvements) and an associated ten-year works program.
In total, $34 million in pathway works is proposed across the
Shire, with $24 million planned within the ten-year works
program. Of this, the sub-plan for Aireys Inlet / Fairhaven is
made up of 39.9 km of pathways (includin g 8.7 km of bicycle
routes) estimated to cost §1.8 million over the ten years and
$2.7 million in total. Responsibility for funding and carrying
out these works would rest only partly with the Shire, with
much of the responsibility in our area reg quired to be taken by
Parks Victoria, the Great Ocean Road C msmi Committee
(GORCC) and Vicroads.

Never-the-less, within the draft plan there are many poten-
tially valuable proposals for new pathways and connections
between existing paths. These include new linkages between
Fairhaven and Aireys Inlet and alon ¢ the Painkalac Creck
Valley. However, the strategy also includes problem proposals
which could cause environmental damage or legal challenges if
implemented.

Iﬂ addition, there are other issues which have not been ad-
dressed at all in the strategy, which we believe should be
considered by the Shire, sud} as the future of our strect net
work and its shared use by pedestrians; and currently proposed
projects which are not included, such as GORCC’s proposed
extension of the Cliff Path beyond the Step Beach Car Park.

In all, the strategy proposes a complex network of 86 separate
pathways projects for our arca, ATDA has madc an initial
submission to the Shire covering some of the issues above, and
the proposed works contained in the ten-year program (35
individual pathways projects) and will comment on the balance
in due course.

"There have already been a number of pedestrian pathway
initiatives in our area recently ...

* The Great Ocean Road Pathway linkin g top and bottom
shops, including the Great Ocean Road refuge crossing at
Bambra Road (Surf Coast Shire),

* The pedestrian footpath constructed to one side of the Paink-
allac Creck road bridge (Vicroads),

* A proposed Great Ocean Road refuge crossing at Lialecta
Road and a connecting roadside path from there, across the
Painkalac Creek to the BBQ/Skatepark arca opposite the bot-
tom shops (Vicroads and Surf Coast Shire),

* The new bus stops and Great Ocean Road refuge crossing
currently being constructed at the top shopx in association
with road wu]unmb and shop access works (Vicroads and Surf
Coast Shire), and
* The proposed extension of the Cliff Path from the Step
Beach car park, along the cliff top to the Eagle Rock viewing
path and the lighthouse (GORCC).

Hopefully the Pathways Strategy can bring these, the pro-
posed new works program, and the other key issues mentioned
above, together as coordinated clements in a much more
comprehensive plan for a future pedestrian-focussed Alreys
Inlet district.

lan Godfrey



