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AIDA has continued in its aim of monitoring local issues,
and in following these to some outcome - either in repre-
sentation on various forums, by providing submissions
to local government proposals, or in being available as a
conduit for resident concerns in planning and development
matters.

The first half of 2008 has continued to present AIDA with
challenges, as the Aireys Inlet area has become more popu-
lar both as a holiday and tourist attraction, and also as part
of the sea-change alternative.

We have submitted responses and objections to planning
issues, have actively supported the Friends of the Light-
house in their objectives, and have tendered submissions
on Otway Parks and Recreation, traffic management and
Coastal Management proposals.

We are currently monitoring street lighting and detailing
its impact on the night sky of the district, and have raised
the issue of the proliferation of inappropriate signage
springing up in the district.

We are active in the Aireys Inlet Citizens Jury process and
the subsequent proposals for the Aireys Inlet Roads and
Drainage outcomes. We will continue to monitor these, as
well as the Fairhaven Roads and Drainage progress and
the commitments of Council in this matter. Some of these
issues are outlined in more detail in this Newsletter.
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As in any voluntary organisation, the role of the Commit-
tee needs to be recognised. The depth of expertise and
commitment to the values of AIDA of committee members
is outstanding, and the time required to research and pres-
ent issues on behalf of members is enormous. At the same
time, AIDA relies on being able to call on expert opinion
from a range of community members as specific issues
arise, and their generous input on these occasions is great-
ly valued.

AIDA's relationship with the Surf Coast Shire and its Offi-
cers has remained a cordial one throughout many difficult
negotiations, and the inclusive nature of discussion of pro-
posals which are likely to affect the local area is appreci-
ated.

We would especially thank our local representative, Cr
Libby Mears, for her unstinting willingness to listen and
carry forward local concerns.

AIDA’s great strength is its members, and as such there is
always a need to increase membership. High membership
gives potency to AIDA’s ability to truly represent local opin-
ions, and to continue to battle to maintain the unique nature
of Aireys Inlet and District. If there is anyone known to be
interested, please encourage them to become members.

Barbara Fletcher




Fairhaven Roads & Drainage Special Charge Scheme

AIDA has worked very hard to try to ensure the best possi-
ble outcome for this quite divisive project. While AIDA ac-
knowledges that a number of its members are in favour of
the construction of the roads ‘to a contemporary standard’,
your commiittee is still of the opinion that the present pro-
posal will cause considerable damage to the natural envi-
ronment and to the neighbourhood character of Fairhaven
and will leave strong divisions within the community.
The questionnaire sent out by the shire in May to the 309
affected property owners produced a 66 % response. The
questionnaire, which was totally designed from the shire’s
point of view, and offered no potential option to present any
alternative proposals, resulted in the respondents splitting
53 % to 47 % in favour of the scheme proceeding asis. Look-
ing at these results from a different perspective, 35 % of af-
fected ratepayers voted for the scheme to proceed, while 31
% were against the scheme going ahead in its present form
and 34 % of the affected community
offered no opinion.

Given that this questionnaire was
sent out in May to a community
which consists predominantly of
non-permanent residents, and given
further that 101 properties (32 % of
the total) are only being charged less
that 10 % of the average charge which
the remaining 67 % of the properties
are paying (i.e. an average of $S800
as against $S8650) it is the opinion of
the Fairhaven Objectors that this is a
long way short of a resounding vote
of approval for the present scheme.

We must now move forward and ensure that the monies
available for this project are employed to produce the best
possible outcome for the community as a whole. It would
appear that the original shire engineering estimates for the
project are based on the assumption that all roads need to
totally reconstructed from the basement up to the top pave-
ment. A road engineering report, commissioned and paid
for the group of objectors who took the matter to VCAT,
has clearly indicated that this is a wasteful and unnecessary
assumption. This report states that the existing pavement
material would, in general, provide “~ an excellent subbase
Jor the development of the new road pavements. If the existing
gravel was taken into account the proposed pavement depths
could be reduced significantly, ie. veducing pavement depths
by up to 50 %.” These savings could release up to 5 % of the
estimated total costs of the scheme for other uses. In par-
ticular the current proposal has no monetary allocation for
the costs of rehabilitation of the roadside
environment, a significant omission which
needs to be addressed.

The shire has indicated its intention to
consult further with the community on lim-
ited aspects of the proposed scheme. Ex-
actly what form this consultation will take
and how willing shire officers will be pre-
pared to adjust the project to accommodate
community concerns remains to be seen.
Please stay tuned and alert for your oppor-
tunity to contribute further to the success-
ful resolution of these issues.

Guy Tuddenham

Urban Design Guidelines

At last after 3 years of urging by AIDA, the Council have
employed staff and consultants to prepare the Urban De-
sign Guidelines for the commercial areas of Aireys Inlet (
ie the Top and Bottom Shops ). These Guidelines are ur-
gently needed to give guidance to planners and developers
as to what is appropriate development in theses areas. The
Guidelines will then be used to prepare a Planning Amend-
ment which will then become part of the Shire Planning
Scheme. This should allow such applications as 89 Great
Ocean Road ( next to Skinny Legs ) and now the proposed
development behind the Top Shops, to be modified or
changed when they do not seem appropriate.

There is a Background Paper available on www.surfcoast.
vic.gov.au or by phoning 5261 0535.

The Council is asking the community for comment and
there will be a public consultation session on Saturday Au-
gust 23rd in Aireys Inlet Hall from 1-4pm

We urge all of you to take this opportunity to have your
say on what you think is important for the commercial ar-
eas and what is not appropriate.

If you cannot attend on August 23rd, you can send your
comments to:-

Cletus Kweifo-Okai, strategic planner, Surf Coast Shire,
PO Box 350, Torquay.3228

Or email: cokai@surfcoast.vic.gov.au engineer,

AIDA would appreciate if you would send a copy to us at:-

Tania Teague, AIDA, PO Box 359,A I 3231 or email:
teague.moggs@bigpond.com



Sign, sign, everywhere a sign . ..

Many of you will be aware of the proliferation of signs in
Aireys Inlet. There seems to be a propensity for new signs
to appear for no reason, but unfortunately redundant signs
are seldom removed and are sometimes left in a state of
disrepair. The informal, seaside character and aesthetics of
Aireys Inlet are somewhat compromised when there is vi-
sual pollution in the form of unnecessary signage.

The Lighthouse Precinct seems to be the most popular
place for signs with 123 signs in the Precinct alone. If you
would like to view these signs there is a splendid video on
YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_voP64JXP
A&feature=related) made by an AIDA member. Since this
video was made the Shire has promised to do an audit of
signs in the Precinct. The photo shows some examples of
signage in the Precinct, which is taken from the document,
“Tourist Signing Guidelines’ published by VicRoads; it is an
example of what is considered not good.

Source: http://www.tourism.vic.gov.au/images/stories/
Documents/IndustryResources/Draft%20Tourist%20Signi
ng%20Guidelines.pdf

Recently new signage has been installed at the entrances
of the Top and Bottom Shops. These signs are large, and
somewhat obtrusive, and it is questionable whether these
signs fit in with the neighbourhood character of Aireys.

You do, however, have the opportunity to have a say. If

ANGAIR Inc.
WILDFLOWER SHOW
& ART SHOW 2008

Anglesea Memorial Hall & Senior Citizens Rooms
McMillan Street
Sat. Sept.20, 10 am —5 pm
Sun. Sept.21, 10 am — 4 pm
- Displays of Wildflowers
- Art Show
- Bus tours & Guided Walks
- Sat am. & Sun.pm Special Walk
- Childrens Activities
- Sale of Indigenous Plants, Crafts, Cards
- Art works for sale
- Light refreshments available.
Adults $4 Pensioners/Students $2
Children 12 yrs. & under - FREE
P/F (03) 5263 1085

you would like to comment on the urban design of the com-
mercial areas, including the signs, attend the public con-
sultation session on Saturday 23 August at the Aireys Inlet
Community Hall from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For residents who are unable to attend see Urban Design
Guidelines article.

Unless the Shire hears from the residents it will continue
to do what it perceives as its job.

Oh, and for those of you stuck in a time warp go to http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1Q7cP3ij5g

Frieda Wachsmann

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

AIDA’s current paid up membership stands at
205,representing about 360 voting members [since
each family membership represents two voting mem-
bers]

This follows a cull of all those members who have not
renewed their membership this year.

However, should any of these members send their
subscriptions in by the end of the year, they will of
course be reinstated on the membership list.

Tim Gibson, Membership Officer



PLANNING ISSUES

Lot 2 42 Great Ocean Road,
Aireys Inlet (Behind the Top Shops)

This application for 4 Home/Office units has been
amended to remove the car parking encroachments
on the easement land and allowed a little more moving
space for cars going in and out of their places. How-
ever, after attending a meeting of the objectors with the
Applicant, AIDA is still of the opinion that this applica-
tion is an over development of the site, filling the site
and requiring a waiver of 2-3 car parking spaces. We
believe in this extremely busy area any poaching of car
parking spaces is totally un acceptable, this deficiency
of parking and the increased traffic flow will add to the
already congested and mixed regular use of this area
by service vehicles and pedestrians, resulting in more
safety issues for pedestrians and more congestion of ac-
cess. We wrote to the Shire planning department sug-
gesting that due to the effect of this Application on the
community and lack of planning policy controlling the
Business 1 Zone, this application should be decided
by the Council as opposed to the Planning Committee.
Council have now called it in and objectors will be heard
by the Council on August 19th and then it will go to the
council meeting on August 26th for a decision. ( See
also Urban Design Guidelines )

32-33 Pearse Rd. Aireys Inlet

This Application is for 1 dwelling each on 5 of the 6 sub-
divided blocks.

Our main concerns are that many of the provisions
such as site coverage, plot ratio, permeability etc. that
were put into the Neighbourhood Character Overlay
specifically to reduce the size of the dwelling in relation
to the block, thus allowing for more screening vegeta-
tion, have been required to be altered back to or worse
than those required in the old Planning Scheme. AIDA
has objected.

Lohan Rise Developments, Aireys Inlet

5 Lohan Rise was passed with the swimming pool.

6 Lohan Rise. The applicants agreed to reduce the size
of their eyrie (2nd storey) and the chimney height, so
we with drew out objection.

We shall await with interest and concern as to the fi-
nal appearance of these developments at the top of the
Rise, near the Lighthouse.

13 Inlet Cres., Aireys Inlet

The amended plans were passed in spite of our con-
cerns that the setback of the second storey does not
abide by the special requirement for that part of Inlet
Cres (Precinct 1) in the Neighbourhood Character
Overlay. Thus setting a precedent for that Precinct.

Barbara Leavesley

AIREYS FESTIVAL OF WORDS

Friday 15th to Sunday 17/th August
An ocean of words, sounds and and images
BE THERE
Programmes available around the Community and at Great Escape Books



Street Lighting — a beginner’s guide

AIDA has been aware for some time about the increase in
the number of street lights, in Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven.
On occasion, residents have complained about the sudden
appearance of a street light for no apparent reason, and the
upwards spread of light from old -style lamps that detract
from views of the night sky.

It was for this reason that the AIDA Committee decided to
investigate street lighting further.

To find out more, committee members completed a sur-
vey of all the lights in Aireys Inlet, Fairhaven, Moggs Creek
and Eastern View. We now have a complete inventory of
lights in these areas; this inventory includes style of shades,
whether the light has an obvious purpose, and whether it is
broken. As expected most street lights are found in Aireys
Inlet and Fairhaven.

There are several reasons why street lights form an im-
portant part of the local amenity.

Firstly, from an aesthetic point of view, those of us who are
based in the city no longer can marvel at the beauty of the
stars because of background light, but in Aireys Inlet we
are still fortunate enough to be able to gaze at the stars.

Second, from an environmental point of view, street lights
consume power, which is paid for by the Shire to Power-
cor, who in turn owns and maintains the lights on behalf of
the Shire. From an environmental stance there should be
street lights only where there is a clear pedestrian or traf-
fic risk. Consideration should also be given to the replace-
ment of the existing mercury vapour lamps that consume

150 Watts with more environmentally —friendly compact
fluorosescent lamps.

Third, our view is that to minimize spill upwards and di-
rect light downward may increase pedestrian and traffic
safety by directing light were it is of most benefit.

AIDA has approached Surf Coast Shire about its lighting
policy and the likelihood of removing some unnecessary
street lights and replacing other lights with lamps that
shine downwards, targeting the area to be lit, and reducing
upward spread. The Shire’s response is:

‘In years gone by, a relatively informal approach was tak-
en, which saw street lights placed at most intersections
with significant traffic volumes, and also on roughly every
second electricity distribution pole.’

‘These days, lighting in new streets is designed in accor-
dance with Australian Standards (specifically the AS/NZS
1158:2005 series), which are aimed at limiting pedestrian
and traffic safety risks. The Australian Standards include
recommendations for minimum lighting levels, depending
on the specific characteristics of the street in question.’

The Shire has also stated that it might be possible to
remove some street lights depending on a number of fac-
tors.

AIDA is now discussing with the Shire the possibility
of establishing street lighting guidelines that reflect the
neighbourhood character of Aireys Inlet to Eastern View.

Frieda Wachsmann
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