NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2008

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY 9™ JANUARY 2009 7.00 for a 7.30pm start

Aireys Inlet Community Hall
doors will open at 7pm to allow time for membership renewal

Speaker - DAVID CLARKE

Coastal Management and Climate Change in our area

David Clarke is CEQ of the Great Ocean Road Coast Committee [GORCC].
The Committee is working on a range of projects and initiatives, small
and large, along the coast, focusing on the environment, infrastructure,
recreation and coastal management.
Climate change will clearly impact on the coast along the
Great Ocean Road.

Please consider nomination for the committee




The Split Point Precinct Draft Masterplan

All things of great value seem to take a lot of effort — and a
long time to get right!

Since my family and I came to Aireys Inlet in 1999 there
seems to have been almost continual planning activity and
development of one sort or another in the Split Point (or
Lighthouse) Precinct. And the saga has been running for
much longer than that.

The Great Ocean Road Coastal Committee (GORCC) pub-
lished its Draft Masterplan for the Split Point Precinct in
late September, for public comment. The plan can be found
at http://www.gorcc.com.au/coastal-management/1432/.
Its release followed an extended process of consultation in-
volving GORCC, the Shire, Vicroads and the local commu-
nity — including many AIDA members - over the past year.

AIDA has responded to the draft plan, indicating our sup-
port for a number of its elements, including:

e its vision statement, which expresses very well the values
we and the community have been supporting for the area,
e the proposed Lighthouse Heritage Trail, a new
pedestrian path which is to run along the coastal
edge from the Skate Park to the lighthouse, and is
to be the backbone of the visitors’ experience,

e the special focus on preserving and restoring in-
digenous coastal and creek vegetation,

e the proposal for temporary fencing to protect re-
habilitated areas,

e the accommodation of long vehicles in the lower
car park next to the Skate Park, and the provision of
additional car parking in that area,

e the proposal to review tourism publicity for the
precinct — which should reinforce that this is a
walking precinct,

ethe prevention of parking along the Federal Street
grassed roadsides, and

e the recognition that it is not possible to supply
enough parking in the precinct for peak periods — as
also supported by the Victorian Coastal Strategy.

However there are important areas where the
draft plan is not at all satisfactory and runs contrary
to the good points listed above. This appears partly
to be due to GORCC’s statutory role not extending
to matters affecting the precinct as a whole, but only
to coastal conservation and tourism issues strictly
related to the coastal land for which it is responsible.
But even allowing for this, AIDA has expressed its
strong opposition to the draft plan’s proposal to en-
courage long vehicles close to the lighthouse, with
a long vehicle drop-off zone proposed as part of the
re-developed Step Beach visitor parking area.

AIDA has expressed its concern that the draft plan
as it now stands will lead to an effectively uncon-
trolled increase in traffic numbers throughout the

precinct, further degrading local amenity. Traffic counts
have shown that vehicle visitors to the lighthouse have al-
ready far exceeded the predictions made by Council as part
of its 1999 plan for the area. Also, the draft plan includes no
effective measures to improve the signage chaos continu-
ing to grow across the area.

To address these and other broader planning matters, a
Shire/GORCC Joint Working Party was established, but
there is little sign that it has had any effect. It appears that
these concerns will need to be brought to the attention of
our new Councillors as soon and as strongly as possible if
we are to see them appropriately dealt with as part of this
plan.

It you would like a copy of AIDA’s submission to GORCC
on the draft masterplan, please contact Tania Teague at
teague.moggs@bigpond.com.

lan Godfrey

LEO HANLEY



What Happened to your Submission? Did it make a difference?

Surf Coast Shire and GORCC (Great Ocean Rd Coast
Committee) have recently released a draft masterplan for
the Split Point Lighthouse Precinct. Eleven key objectives
were identified including traffic management and sig-
nage.

The draft masterplan was published in August and com-
munity members were asked for comments. Many resi-
dents responded, with by far the major concern being traf-
fic in the precinct. There were 34 written submissions with
an additional 32 signatures on a petition concerning Step
Beach Carpark. This is an incredible effort, and sends a
clear message about the communities’ views.

The response from all of our submissions, and there
were lots of them, is that ‘The Great Ocean Road Coast
Committee and Surf Coast Shire will conduct an analy-
sis of the submissions and amend the plan accordingly.
GORCC and the Shire will then commence implementing
the plan.’

As with all consultation processes the significant point
is that the submissions are actually considered (otherwise

what'’s the point of community consultation!) and it would
seem reasonable that with the large number of submis-
sions received, GORCC and the Council will act on them.

Upon further investigation it seems that opportunities
for community involvement will arise again during any
further investigations (e.g. a traffic study), plus during
implementation, when the whole plan is tackled through a
series of discrete projects, many of which will involve the
community.

So, where to next? It is difficult to tell. The draft mas-
terplan is silent on the major issue of traffic management,
and yet it seems that traffic management will be dealt with.
The question is when and how. It is now up to us to ensure
that the Council follows through with a commitment and
within a reasonable time. For those living in the Precinct
there is a certain degree of puzzlement as most residents
feel that effective traffic management is easy and cheap.
It’s a bit like, ‘How hard can it be?’

Frieda Wachsmann

Aireys Inlet Roads and Drainage, Precinct 2

The second of the Citizens Jury forums was held on the
weekend of 8th and 9th November 2008, with a further
meeting day held on the 16th November for write up and
report back.

Precinct 2 was defined and bordered by Boundary Road,
zigzagged through to lower Gilbert Street, along the Great
Ocean Road, took in a small section below Phillip Street
and joined back to Boundary Road along Bambra Road.
There is diversity in this area of through roads, made and
unmade roads, properties which are of a standard block
size and others with larger allotments.

Three steering committee meetings were held prior to
Jury selection, chaired by Cr.Libby Mears, and comprised
representatives from the Shire Infrastructure Department,
past Jury members from Precinct 1, AIDA, and Aireys In-
let Tourism and Traders. These meetings discussed issues
arising from the first Citizens Jury process and set out the
terms for this Jury.

The demographic composition of the Jury was based on
the following variables — gender (50/50 male — female split)
age, 1 person per street, 1 person per family and an equal
split of permanent/non-permanent residents. 12 jurors
were finally selected, and are to be congratulated on their
appointment.

The charge for this Jury was “In Precinct 2, what road

and drainage work do we need/want, can afford which pre-
serves/enhances the environment.” Annie Bolitho again fa-
cilitated the meetings, and Chad Foulkes and Vaughn Not-
ting from the Shire monitored the process. An independent
Chairman was appointed to ensure the smooth running of
each day..

Five expert witnesses presented their topics to the Jury
over the 2 days. These were George Giummarra ( Principal
Consulting Engineer Local Roads ARRB Group) - “Guid-
ing Principles in the Construction and Maintenance of Un-
sealed and Sealed Roads, AIDA - “Local Knowledge (cur-
rent and historical), Valerie Mag (Stormy Water Solutions
— Principal) — “Guiding Principles in the Management of
Storm Water, Tony McGann (Project Delivery Pty Ltd) -
“Roads and Drainage Works”, and Richard Bain (Surf Coast
Shire — Special Projects Engineer) - “Project Funding and
Special Charge Scheme.”

The final report will be published and distributed, and will
be able to be read on the Surf Coast Shire’s website. AIDA
would like to congratulate and sincerely thank those who
gave of their time and energy to this very important com-
munity forum.

Barbara Fletcher



PLANNING ISSUES

Lot 2, 42 Great Ocean Road,
Aireys Inlet (Behind the Shops)

The Application for 4 Home / Office units was called in
by the Council then objectors and the Applicant were
heard at a special meeting of the Council 19.8.08 and
then at the Council meeting on 26.8.08 it was decided
to refuse the Application.

The Applicant has now appealed to VCAT against the
decision, with a date still to be set for the Hearing.
AIDA will go to VCAT.

32-33 Pearse Rd, Aireys Inlet

This Application for 1 dwelling on each of the 5 lots was
rejected by the Planning Committee on 20.10. 08. As it
deviated from the Neighbourhood Character Overlay
(NCO) on so many counts, this was an excellent deci-
sion.

/-7A River Rd , Aireys Inlet

This Application for 1 dwelling on each of the 2 lot sub-
division has deviated from the setbacks in the NCO in
places, plus it appears that a large mature indigenous
tree will have to be removed. This incremental loss of
native vegetation and in particular large canopy trees
in our district is of great concern to AIDA, and we be-
lieve the community in general.

4G Yandanah, Rd Fairhaven

There was an on-site meeting at which height poles
were erected and the Applicant and objectors viewed
then from various significant places.

In spite of the fact that it is obvious that the dwelling
will be above the ridgeline from the beach and Great
Ocean Rd (GOR) in some places and completely blocks
the main view of the next door neighbour, this Applica-
tion was passed at the Planning Committee meeting on
17.11.08

AIDA has yet to decide whether to go to VCAT.

23 Yandanah Rd, Fairhaven

A site meeting took place on 14.11.08 at which height
poles were erected. This goes to the Planning Commit-
tee on 1.12.08.

32 Berthon St, Aireys Inlet

This Application for a single storey house in the lovely
ironbark area in the north of Aireys Inlet has applied
for significantly decreased setbacks than is required in
the in the NCO. In this case it causes more ironbarks
and understorey to be removed than is necessary. This
site abuts the wide Road Reserve on the ocean side of
the GOR . This Reserve was specifically set aside many
years ago because it was known to contain a signifi-
cant vegetation community including many orchids.
AIDA has objected.

Fairhaven Surf Life Saving Club

There is a planning application in for the a new Club
building. It has still to come up for public comment, so
if you are interested, please keep your eyes open for
your chance to have a say. We will try to put something
on our AIDA notice board.

And So Farewell. ..

[ have decided to step down from doing the Planning
Issues for AIDA. It has been an interesting and reward-
ing 8yr experience, though at times the learning curve
got rather steep !! I would like to thank very much the
other AIDA committee members and members who
have offered their time and expertise so generously
and hope they will continue to help those who follow.

I appeal strongly to all AIDA members who have any

interest or expertise to offer to become involved in this
important part of AIDA’s work. There is no doubt that
our District would be an uglier and more developed
place if it wasn’t for all the people since the late 1960’s
who have cared enough to ‘put in’ when planning is-
sues have arrive — as they will continue to do.
Please feel free to phone or email me or anyone on the
Committee if you would like to know more about what
can be involved. If more members share the load it is
easier.

Barbara Leavesley



Surf Coast Shire Elections 2008-Candidate Questionnaire

In an attempt to better inform our members, AIDA decided
to distribute a questionnaire to all of the Candidates in the
forthcoming Council elections. Four questions were cho-
sen about issues that had direct relevance to the Aireys In-
let to Eastern View area.

Candidates had to respond in 100 words or less by a spe-
cific date. The responses were then collated and mailed
out to our members. Of the 15 candidates, 10 replied before
the specific date and in a form we could provide to AIDA
members. Most responses exceeded the word limit of 100
(most were 150-250 words long) and hence were cut down
to about 100 words before being sent to members.

AIDA felt this was a worthwhile exercise for several rea-
sons. Firstly, many of our members do not live locally, and
do not have access to articles in the local press. Amongst
non-local members there seems to be a real paucity of
information on which to base voting decisions. The ques-
tionnaire was one way to inform our members about can-
didates’ views on topics we thought particularly relevant to

Members please note

AIDA is working towards a transition to contacting mem-
bers by email where it is possible.

By giving us your email address we will presume your
willingness to receive AIDA emails in the future.

Email addressed are of course confidential and will not be
passed on to any third party.

the Aireys Inlet — Eastern View area. Secondly, the ques-
tionnaire was a way of showing candidates the areas of in-
terest in which AIDA actively lobbies.

We are interested in getting feedback about the question-
naire. For example, we would like to know how useful it
was in your decision-making, and if you have any sugges-
tions for improvement for the next elections. Comments
can be emailed to the Secretary, Tania Teague <teague.
moggs@bigpond.com>

Frieda Wachsmann

Results

AIDA wishes to congratulate the 9 elected candidates to
the Surfcoast Shire.

Libby Mears, Libby Coker, Simon Northeast, Lindsay
Schroeter, Dean Webster, Rose Hodge, Joe Remenyl, Brian
McKiterick and Jim Tutt.

AIDA Committee 2008

Barbara Fletcher  President 52433034
Frieda Wachsmann Vice President 0411124002
Tania Teague Secretary 52 896526
Helen Weston Assistant Secretary 934 7688
0418469059
Ann Porter Treasurer 52896754
Tim Gibson Member 52896 562
Mark Bean Member 52896 618
Gary Johnson Member
lan Godfrey Member 5289 7388
9620 2404
Graham Teague Member 52896 526
Brian Haydon Member 98596707
Barbara Leavesley Member 5289 7152
Guy Tuddenham ~ Member 9848 3294

0417039279



