
ER SEPTEMBER 2009

ffhe AIDA Committee made a decision to express our concerns to the
I community about the latest discussion and subsequent 10/30 land

clearance provisions announcement by the Victorian State Government.
This letter was circulated to The Age and local newspapers.
An analysis of the impact of these new provisions on the Dandenong's

and UpperYarra Ranges by Environment and Planning Professor Michael
Buxton from RMIT University showed the severe consequences of these
rules and their potential to completely denude towns in these areas -
underpinning the fears expressed in our letter.
We reproduce this for your interest and we would welcome feedback

from members on this subject.

Barbara Fletcher
President

Dear Editor,

There have been some widely differing views put forward
recently on clearing of vegetation to reduce flre risk, in-
cluding a new Government proposal to permit "asof-righf'
clearing of all vegetation up to 10m and low vegetation up to
30m around houses throughout both fire-prone areas and
all of rural Victoria. Although there is an acknowledged
and necessary need for properly conducted fuel reduction
burns, there needs to be a balanced and informed approach
as to what is really required to reduce fire risk taking into
account the many complex issues involved. From avaiiable
evidence, it would appear impossible to totally eliminate
the risk.
We feel it is important for our community on the Surf

Coast to consider why we choose to live here, and why visi.
tors come to the area. Our local and indigenous flora and
fauna is already under threat and forms the natural beauty
and unique character which draws both groups to enjoy the
environment of the coast and its setflements - its protec-
tion is vital to ensure the future bio-diversity of the area.
If the 10/30m rule is introduced, it could lead to a twen-

ty metre cleared space between houses, and barren sur-
roundings to almost all houses in townships from Anglesea
to Lorne. This would change the whole character of the
area, particularly if it included widespread clearing along

all roadsides. It would result in the destruction of our native
tree canopies, understorey vegetation cover, and also the
fauna that depend on them.

Even though the proposals for vegetation clearance may
possibly aim to "maintain amenity" and provide a level of
"balance" with the qualrty of life, we are already hearing
calls to take advantage of new provisions for other motives,
such as the opening up view corridors. It is hard to see
how any protection of amenity and balance could be en-
forced against such a background of as-of-right vegetation
clearance.
Most importantly, it has yet to be established that clear-

ing will actually prevent bushflre destruction, especially in
the type of wildfire experienced on Black Saturday. We
should not rush in with a political one size fits all policy,
which may profoundly alter the character and environment
of rural settlements throughout the State, before rational
and well informed discussion.

Yours truly

Barbara Fletcher, President
Aireys Inlet and District Association

Cr. Libby Mears. Surf Coast Shire.



Aireys lnlet Citizel"l's Jury - Precinct 2

The Precinct? Cittzens'Jury original$ met in No-
vember 2008 over a 3 day period.
The Charge for this Jury was "In Precinct 2, what

road and drainage work do we need/want, can
afford which preserves/enhances the environ-
ment?"
Council endorsed this Charge at their meeting

on October 2008, and noted that the Citizens'Jury
terms of Reference included the following claus-
ES:

To support the Citizens'Jury process, Council
agrees to:
. Accept and use the Citizens'Jury report as the
key decision making tool in progressing the Aireys
Inlet Roads and Drainage Improvement Plan and
associated Special Charge Scheme.
. Provide reasons if Council resolves to amend
or not accept any of the recommendations of the
Jury."

The Jury reconvened, at its request, in June 2009
after Council had developed an estimated costing
based on the recommendations of the Jury.

Prior to the reconvened June meeting, the Jury's
initial recommendations were critiqued by the ex-
pert witness associated with the November meet-
ings, and each submitted a report distributed to
Jurors prior to its reconvening.

Council officers produced a table of recommen-
dations of road and drainage solutions, including
those of the jury, expert witnesses and Council of-
flcers. This was distributed to the jury prior to its
reconvening.
The Jury's recommendations from the Novem-

ber and June meetings were included in the Coun-
cil Minutes of its 22 July 2009 meeting. These in-
cluded a specification to seal the intersection oI
Aireys and Pearse St, and seal north up Pearse
Skeet to the crest of the hill, and 40 meters in
other direcfion (vote 10/0/0 in favour) and to seal
approximately 60 meters of Phillip Street from
Bambra Road (]ury vote 10/0/0 in favour).Also to
seal between Aireys Street and no 31 Pearse Rd

and upgrade drainage.(fury vote 6/0/4). Other

recommendations included drainage and run off
proposals for the Precinct, and limited sealing of
Aireys and Bambra/McConachy Roads; also traf-
fic calming measures.
This went before Council on 22 July 2009, with

the following recommendations of points of differ-
ence from the Council Offlcers:
. Sealing the full length of Philip Sfeet rather than
the 60 meter seal from Bambra Road.
. Sealing the full length of Beach Road rather than
no seal; and
. Sealing the full length of Pearse Road rather than
the haH distance seal; and
. To prepare a Special Charge Scheme for Pre-
cinct2 based on these recommendations.
At this meeting, a Resolution was put by Cr

Northeast and Seconded by Cr Coker and carried
7 /0:
That Council:

1. Note the Citizens Jury recommendations as

included in Appendix 2 and further note the varia-
tions suggested by Council Officers.
2. Advise all property owners in Precinct 2 of the
Citizens Jury recommendations and Council Offl-
cer's proposed actions and invite community feed-
back in the aforesaid proposals before proceeding
with any Special Charge Scheme preparation.
3. Hear submissions at a Hearing of Submissions
Committee Meeting
4. Write to all jurors and thank them for their in-
volvement and commifonent to the Citizen's Jury
AIDA is concerned that although the intent of

this resolution is to further the consultative pro-
cess, there is a chance that it may deliver outcomes
which are outside those of the Citizens'Jury, and
thus acfually reduce the authority of the consulta-
tive process. We are also interested in the method
proposed to assess the two possible results.
We are meeting with Councillors to discuss the

issues.

Barbara Fletcher



Planning lssues

24 Laileeta Road Fairhaven
AIDA objected to this application on the basis of
its failure to complywith the setback requirements
of the Code. On-site negotiations and subsequent
amendment of these set-backs led us to withdraw
our objection.

31-33 Pearse Road Aireys lnlet
AIDA supported the Surf Coast Shire in its objec-
tion to this development at a VCAT hearing in June.
We consider the proposal, which is for 5 individual
dwellings on this allotmenf against the Objectives
of the Neighbourhood Character Overlay in that all
buildings tail to adhere to setback requirements in
front and side setbacks, fail building height speci-
flcations, do not comply with Hard Surface or Plot
Ratio measurements, and are large and visually
dominant in their surroundings due to the inability
to properly screen with shrubs and trees because
of their size. We feel strongly that if this over-de-
velopment is allowed, the intent of the provisions
of the Neighbourhood Overlay will be completely
undermined, and our hard won objectives will be
eroded. We are awaiting a VCAT response.

33 Great Ocean Road Aireys lnlet
This proposal is for development of 2 dwellings for
group accommodation adjacent to the Top Shops.
The density of the buildings is greater than normally
permitted under the planning provisions, but thought
by Council to be appropriate if the dwellings were
used solely as tourist accommodation, not residences
or holiday homes. AIDA's original objection to dual
driveway access was opposed by VicRoads and
changed prior to Planning Committee hearing, but
we strongly stressed the need to ensure the short term
nature of the accommodation. If this were to change
in the future , the 2 dwellings will be in breach of the
Building Code. Council has deferred its decision until
further information is received.

The AIDA Committee remains concerned at the
continued trend by some developers to push the
boundaries of the Neighbourhood Character Overlay.
There seems to be a "my block, my plan, my way"
attitude among a small proportion of those seeking to
build and live in the area. To maintain the essentially
unspoilt character of ourtownship (which we assume is
the reason for wanting to live here) against this will be
a continuing challenge. And so we need the assistance
of AIDA members in letting us know of any planning
or development issues which might be of concern. We
can assess, and if necessary, bring matte$ to Council.
Please contact one of the Committee members and we
will be happy to follow up.

Barbara Fletcher
Gary Johnson

Planning
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Top and Bottom Shops Design Guidelines

The Shire Council approved the Aireys Inlet
Commercial Areas Design Guidelines at its meeting
on 24 June. This now paves the way for these
guidelines to be added to the Surf Coast Planning
Scheme, providing the urban design ground rules
for future private developments at the Top and
Bottom Shops. In addition, Council also decided to
incorporate within the Design Guidelines its own
plans and implementation schedules, for the "public
realm", i.e. the pedestrian, vehicular and landscaped
areas associated with each of the shopping areas.
The preparation of the Design Guidelines has
involved AIDAs and the broader community's
consultation and involvement with Council and their
planning consultants, Hansen Partnership, over the
past year.
The guidelines are based on what our community

has said that we value about our local character.
They aim to prohibit excessive building bulk, such
as at 89 Great Ocean Road, in future commercial
developments while preserving the low-key informal
character of the shopping areas. At at the Bottom
Shops, access to the Painkalac Creek will be
encouraged, while the environment along the creek
is to be protected in fufure developments. Creek
areas have been designated as pedestrian-only, with
the exclusion of all vehicles from the creek corridor.

The guidelines cover:
o Building scale,
o Siting and setbacks,
o Streetscape,
o Form and features,
o Materials,
o landscape, and
o Public spaces.
This has been a successful process from AIDAs

viewpoint, very well supported by both Council
offlcers and Councillors, and we believe that it will
materially help to retain our existing coastal village
character.

However, we have been disappointed to learn during
the process that controls such as this can't prevent
the risk of largely residential developments, like 89
Great Ocean Road, from substantiallytaking over our
shopping areas in the future.
Ifs also worth noting that these guidelines relate

only to the two B1Z Business zones within the
Planning Scheme, covering just the Top and Bottom
Shops, and therefore don't influence or protect
commercial developments in other areas - such as
those accommodating the Eagles Nest Gallery, A I^a
Grecque, the Motel, the Hotel, the Medical Clinic
or the Caravan Park - all of which are sifuated on
Residential zoned land.

Ian Godfrey

Membership AIDA Committee 2009

At its June meeting, the AIDA committee decided to
try a ring-around of members who had not renewed
theirmembershipsfor2009, to tryto persuade them to
continue their support. Each committee membertook
a selection of names and phone numbers, numerous
callswere made, and consequenflywe nowhave about
19 renewed memberships that we might well have
missed out on. It was surprising how many members
had simply overlooked their renewals, despite several
reminder notices in the AIDA newsletter. Once all
the renewals have been received, AIDA will have
over 220 paid-up memberships, representing about
375 voting members (remembering that each family
membership is equivalentto two voting members). If
by any chance we didn't contact you, and you haven't
renewed your membership this year, we urge you to
do so now - if not, this will be the last newsletter you
will receive.
Tim Gibson
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ANGLESEA WILDFLOWER WEEKEND
& ART SHOW

SATURDAY 19 & SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER
10AMto4PM

Memorial Hall, 3 McMillan Street, Anglesea, 3230

Featu ring:
- Free guided wildflower bus tours and walks

- Local wildflower and fauna displays
- Orchids of the Anglesea/Aireys Inlet Region

Other attractions:
- Australian native flower displays

- Environmental weed exchange for indigenous plants
- Hands on activities for children including win a plant quiz

- Art Show, plants, art and crafts for sale
- Light refreshments available

Join us and be entertained, informed and educated by the
CONNIES, an environmental performance troupe, and their

col lectable swap cards.

Organised

#
by:ANGAIR - Anglesea & Aireys lnlet Society for the

Protection of Native Flora and Fauna

Admission:
Ad u lts54.00 Pensioners/studentsS2.00

Children 1 2years and underFree

Enquiries:(03) 5263-1085 & 5263 -1227


