
NEWSLE DECEMBER 2009

NOTICE OF

ANNUAT GENERAT MEETING
FRIDAY 8TH JANUARY 2O1O

7.00pm for a 7.30pm start

Aireys lnlet Community Hall

doors will open at 7pm to allow time for membership renewal

Speaker - BETH DAVIDS0N

A new approach to an age old probl€m,

living with fire.
Beth is currently working for the CFA and Tourism Victoria in our

local community on fire safety .This encompasses

permanent residents, tourists and holiday makers.

PLEASE NOTETHAT IFTHE FIRE DANGER RATING is

Severe, Extreme or Code Red the meeting will be postponed

until Friday 15th January.



Fire Awareness - Your Responsibility

What is our bushfire risk?

1. Aireys Inlet, Moggs Creek and Fairhaven collectively are
one of the 52 locations in Victoria identified as most at risk
from bushflres. So we must be vigilant.
2. A Township Protection Plan has been produced for our
area and is posted on the CFAs website. This plan may
identily a Neighbourhood Safer Place, an area of last resort
that residents can go to as a refuge IF ALL OTHER PI-{NS
FAIL. Please note that the location of such a site in our re-
gion has been difflcult to identifu given the strict criteria
imposed on safer places. At the time of writing, the location
of such a site has not been released/found.

How willwe know if there is a fire?

1. It is essential to realise that it is our responsibility to be
aware of any bushflre risks by monitoring weather condi-
tions, flre danger ratings and flre warnings. It is also es-

sential that each of us have a bushflre survival plan (more
on this later) and that it be updated in relation to the latest
Fire Danger Ratings (FDR). No one should expect to be
contacted and warned of a flre threat. And we should not
wait for an offlcial warning before taking action. The CFA
will be too busy to carry out this task.
2. There is now a National FDR system in place. See at-
tached table. We are advised by the CFA to use this as the
trigger for our decision on what to do for impending fire
danger days. Every day during the flre season, the Bureau
of Meteorology forecasts will include a Fire Danger Rat-
ing which may predict up to 3 days ahead, enabling you
to decide which of your flre plans to activate. Many of the
higher FDR days will also be Total Fire Ban days but this is
separate to the FDR forecasts. (See the CFA website for a
document "Understanding FDR's ").
3. You should monitor the radio for news of flres in your
region. You also need to be aware that it can take up to 2
hrs from the time a 000 call is made warning of a possible
flre, until it is investigated and the conflrmed information
posted on CFA or DSE websites or broadcast on the ABC
or two commercial radio stations. So in the situation of a
fast spreading flre starting near home, you may not get any
warning from these sources in time.
4. A telephone-based warning scheme called the National
Emergency Warning System is being developed. In the
event of a flre threatening a community, all residents with
a billing address in that community would receive a re-
corded message to a landline or text message to a mobile
phone. Note that if your billing address is in Melbourne
or Geelong, you will not receive a message on the coast.
The scheme willbe reflned in future years to capture the
people with switched-on mobile phones who are present
on our coast.

5. The use of any existing Fire Brigade sirens as a commu-
nity warning must be determined by consultation between
residents, brigades and local government as part of the
Municipal Emergency Management Plan. Do not expect a
siren to warn of approaching flre.
6. The Victorian Bushflre Information Line (1800 240 667)
may provide helpful information on flre safety, preparation
and registered burn offs.
7. A radio scanner may be an effective way to keep aware of
what is happening in our viciniff.

What more should you do?

1. Develop survival plans for both early departure and for
stay & defend (you may not be able to leave). The CFA
website has info that will help you to develop a plan (see

FireReady kit). Alternatively, join an existing Community
Fireguard Group or form a new one. The CMprovides a fa-
cilitator to get each Community Fireguard group with basic
education (personal safeff, fire behaviour, preparing your
property) and survival planning. It is important that you
write down and practice your plans.
2. Inform your visitors and any persons who borrow or rent
your home, about your survival plans and encourage them
to consider what they will do.
3. Discourage visitors from visiting on days with FDRs of
Severe, Extreme and Code Red.
4. The CMbelieves that residents may be able to cope with
Severe, or even Extreme flre danger conditions if they are
exceptionally well prepared, however Code Red days are
the days E\tsRYONE should not be there. And remember,
the Great Ocean Road is the only significant access and
egress route.

Sources of information
1. Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667

2. Country Fire Authority www.cfa.vic.gov.au
3. Department of Sustainability & Environment
www. dse.vic. qov. au,/fi re
4. Bureau of Meteorology www.bom.sov.au
5. ABC radio 774 AM & 107.9 FM
6. Bay radio 93.9 FM
7. K-Rock radio 95.5 FM

AIDA would like to thank Kim Stanley- Eyles, Community
Fireguard Coordinator for Barwon-Corangamite area for
her constructive criticism of a draft of this article.

GaryJohnson (5289 6728) & Barbara Leauesley
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PLANNING ISSUEs

31 - 33 Pearse Road Aireys lnlet
As reported in the September Newsletter, we held major
concerns in the overdevelopment of this property and the
failure to adhere to so many of the principles of the Neigh-
bourhood Character Overlay and Surf Coast Planning
Scheme. VCAT upheld those concerns, and the develop
mentwas rejected.

33 Great 0cean Road Aireys lnlet

The proposal for development of 2 dwellings for short term
accommodation only as outlined in the September Newslet-
ter, has been allowed by Council with conditions relating to
parking and access to the Great Ocean Road.

32 Berthon Street AireYs lnlet

AIDA appeared before the Surf Coast Planning Commit-
tee to object to the removal of vegetation and coaservation
issues. The Committee subsequently rejected the applica-

tion, and we have been notifled of YCATproceedings.

7 Lohan Rise Aireys Inlet

AIDA objected to this proposed dwelling which, in our
view, would dominate the landscape in the area in font of
the lighthouse, and be highlyvisible from the Great Ocean

Road. There was contention when this area was sub-divid-

ed as to the impact any large building on the historic Ught-
house precinct, and this application underpins those fears.

Our objecfion, apart from the visual bulk of the property

(the land is only 997 square meters), included - failure to
adhere to the Plot Ratio requirements, inclusion of a spa/
pool against the principles of the Neighbourhood Charac-

ter Overlay, failure to adhere to setback requirements, and

hard surface failure. We are awaiting Council response'

7A River Street Aireys lnlet
A proposal to sub-divide this property to build 2 large pitch-

roofed dwellingswas outside Planning Scheme regulations
and policy in the areas of setback requirements, permeabil-

if, site coverage, plot ratio and buildins design. AIDA is
again awaiting planning response to our objection.

Lot 2,42 Great Ocean Road Aireys lnlet

This application, called in and rejected by Surf Coast Coun-

cil, was before VCAT in April 2009 with the Order being
handed down on L1 November 2009. The proposal is for an

office and 3 - 2 storey dwellings in the area of vacant land
behind the top shops with minimal car parking (one per

dwelling with additional parks and visitor parking to be in
front of the shops) and access along the laneway between
Truffles and the General Store. Despite AIDA, the Surf
Coast and local objectors arguing the inappropriateness of
these buildings, YCAT Member Nicholas {adjigeorgiou
has allowed the developmentwith minimal modifications.

Barbara Fletcher
Gary Johnson

Planning



Aireys lnlet and District Community Garden -
building a community for the future

A Transition Tbwns meeting held at the Aireys Inlet Hall
brought a group ofpeople together who wanted to be ready
to meet the challenges of the oil crisis and the need for sus-
tainable living. One way of doing this is to grow one's own
food rather than rely on having it transported from far away.
Some of the group had talked about eskblishing a commu-
nity garden ata meeting of the Rural Women's Group and
carried the idea from there. Others were keen gardeners
who wanted to grow their own vegetables but had nowhere
suitable at home. At the meeting two ideas grew together.
Building a community for the future and teaching people
how to grow their own food locally in Aireys Inlet.

From this beginning a communifi, garden planning com-
mittee was formed to move things along. The Shire gave
permission to use some vacant land in Fraser Drive. the
planning committee then went to the Internet and copied
what others had done when setting up their community
gardens. (See hltr: /lcommuni|-vearden.ors.au /ba
slructure for links) By following the paths that others has
already taken we managed to quickly develop documenta-
tion needed for a planning permit to the Shire, and also sup-
port from the Anglesea and District Community House.
The next task was to raise some money and materials to

get the garden started. We needed money to build a fence,
paths, compost bins and buy hoses and other gardening
needs. A $1000 communiff grant was awarded by the Surf
Coast Shire to get things started. The planning committee
is pursuing other sources of funds as well. By asking oth-
ers for help we received a lot of materials too. The Ang-
lesea Bowling Club has an old shed that was about to be
replaced. Thank you very much. The recycling centre at
Anglesea offered some mulch and used timber, and people

offered horse and alpaca poo. Oh, bliss, said the keen gar-
deners. Let the composting begin.

If you are eager to join our community garden, look at the
notice boardnear the Aireys Inlet Post Offlce for details. An
annual fee will be charged to pay for water and any other
ongoing costs. However, to get started the garen needs
people with energy and a willingness to build something
new, fresh and good enough to eat.

Someone needed t0 coordinate'(lean Up Australia Day'

As Ros and I will be leaving Aireys Inlet before the end of the year, the com-
munity will need to find a new person or personsr,to coordinate 'Clean Up
Australia Day'
If you know of anyone who might be interested in taking on this role, would
you ask them to ring me on 52896562, or AIDA Secretary, Tania Teague, on
52896526. 

:,

Ti,m Gibson



Split Point Lighthouse Precinct
Early this year there was cause for great cel-
ebration. On 25 Februarythe council of Surf
Coast Shire met to consider the Srtlit point
Lighthouse Preci,nct Masterplan. After con-
siderable discussion the masterplan was en-
dorsed with several amendments. This was
indeed a victory for two very good reasons.
First the decision showed that a group of
residents could bring about change. After
nearly ten years of lobbying by AIDA" the
Friends of the Lighthouse Precinct and
other residents, councillors listened to our
arguments, made it their business to re-
ally understand the issues, and then made
informed decisions about the future of the
precinct. Itwas agreatexample of the demo-
cratic process at work.

Second, good sense prevailed. It was obvi-
ous to all that to direct over 90,000 cars per
year through residential streets in order for
the occupants to have a cursory glimpse of
a lighthouse, do a u-turn and then return
down through those same congested resi-
dential streets was little short of insanity.

We need 4 new committee members to

continue to be a viable committee in 2010.

Please consider carefully and phone Tania

52896526 or Barbara Fletcher 52433034

for fu rther i nformation.

New Committee Members AIDA Committee 2009

needed urgently President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

The experience for visitors was unfulfll-
ing to say the least, and residents suf-
fered from having to endure a range of
anti-social behaviours and excessive traf-
flc congestion.

In July of this year the Surf Coast Shire
budget was published. Money was set
aside for consultants to conduct a traffic
management plan. It would appear that
if the money for this plan was set aside
in the 09-10 budget then the obvious time
to collect peak data would be during the
Christmas, January period.
Tb date, we have not heard from the

Councii that consultants have been ap-
pointed. ff data are not collected this
summer, then it would be reasonable for
residents to question council's tender pro-
cess in this matter; then again, if you see
a black tube on your road this summer it
would indicate that all is on schedule, but
double check - it might be a snake.

Frieda Wachsmann

'sE

Barbara Fletcher

ldeda Wachsmann

Tania Teague

Ann Porter

Helen Weston

Tim Gibson

Mark Bean

GaryJohnson

lan Godfrey

Graham league

Barbara Leavesley

52433034 52896524

0411124002

52896526

52896754

041849059

52896562

52896618

5289 7388

962A2404

52896526

52897152


