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The AIDA committee wishes members a happy and 
safe festive season and hope that we can all enjoy a 
beautiful summer in our glorious part of the coast.

Dark sky: the effect of light 
pollution on wildlife
The effects of light pollution, particularly on wildlife, 
are now well documented. The Federal Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
(DCCEEW) has published a detailed set of fact sheets 
and short video clips on these effects. Each section 
deals with a different animal and discusses the effect 
of light pollution on that species. The video clips are 
totally endearing and beautifully produced, and would 
be easily understood by children. The site can be 
accessed through this link: https://www.dcceew.gov.
au/campaign/light-pollution

Another interesting article can be found in The 
Conversation: ‘8 ways to tone down the Christmas 
lights to help wildlife – and why we should’. The article 
gives suggestions for other ways to decorate your 

house without disturbing wildlife and using excessive 
amount of energy.

https://theconversation.com/8-ways-to-tone-
down-the-christmas-lights-to-help-wildlife-and-why-
we-should-218931

With environmental change well and truly 
impacting our lives, perhaps now is the time to 
tone down the Christmas lights and reflect on the 
symbolism of the Star of Bethlehem in the Christian 
faith. These days the three wise men might really 
struggle to find Bethlehem, let alone the manger. 

Frieda Wachsmann

Ash Wednesday Remembered
More than 100 people gathered in the community 

hall on 2 December to help launch the website of oral 
and visual memories of the Ash Wednesday bushfires. 
Among them were most of the thirty individuals 
whose remarkable stories are now available on the 
website: https://ashwednesdayremembered.com.au/

The bushfires that ravaged the coast from Aireys 
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Inlet to Eastern View on 16 February 1983 were the 
most devastating event of the last century in our 
region. They formed part of roughly 180 fires across 
South Australia and Victoria. In all, 75 people died as 
a result of the Ash Wednesday fires, including three in 
the Otways. The fires destroyed 219 houses in Aireys 
Inlet, 177 in Fairhaven, 87 in Moggs Creek and 32 in 
Eastern View. Quite apart from the terrible tragedy of 
loss of life, and the shock for many people of losing 
loved houses and possessions, the fires had a profound 
impact on everyone who lived through them. 

This project preserves some of the memories 
of those who were there. AIDA secured funding 
for an oral history project under the Community 
Initiatives Program of Surf Coast Shire. The funding 
was supplemented by a donation from the Corr family 
and from AIDA reserves. The funding was used to 
employ a project officer, Alex Watkins, to interview 
and document oral histories of local residents who 
experienced the bushfires, and to collect visual 
records. Alex’s skill and commitment have resulted in a 
website which is profoundly moving in its content and 
easy to navigate. 

Our view was that the project would also remind us 
all of the increasing need for bushfire awareness and 
preparation. That was reinforced by a presentation at 
the event by Peter Ashton (Forest Fire Management 
Victoria, DEECA) and Ross Girvan (CFA). Anyone wanting 
Peer Ashton’s PowerPoint presentation should email 
aida.aireys@gmail.com and we will send you the PDF.

Peter McPhee

Fire safety: understanding bushfire risk
∆	 The Otways Region is one of the most bushfire-

prone areas in the world, with:
•	 fuel and topography: heavily forested rugged 

terrain near townships
•	 climate and weather: 

o	 hot dry summers and occasional drought
o	 extreme fire weather occurs on 6–8 days a 

year on average; these often include days with 
a strong south-west wind change which is 
particularly dangerous

•	 ignition sources: 
o	 lightning strikes (e.g., Wye River 2015 bushfire)
o	 human sources, including: 

–	 agricultural activities
–	 unattended campfires
–	 recreational activities (vehicles sparking 

dry grass).
∆	 In Australian bushfires, 80 per cent of houses that are 

lost are within 100 metres of bushland.
•	 Aireys Inlet has bushland extending into the 

town and people’s properties.
•	 Understand your house's relation to the bush.
∆	 Burning by CFA and Forest Fire Management 

Victoria in the Otways can reduce fire risk by 
around 30–40 per cent. Therefore 60–70 per cent 
of risk is at the household level which can be 
reduced through knowledge and actions. 

https://aireys-inlet.org/
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∆	 The most common cause of house loss is ember 
attack (90 per cent); most homes do not face an 
organised flame front, but rather a series of smaller 
fires ignited in gardens by embers.

∆	 Fires can breach the house in a number of places. In 
one study windows were the most common cause 
of failure, often due to small fires in a nearby garden.

∆	 During the Wye River fires a number of homes that 
were built to bushfire standard were destroyed. This 
points to the need to maintain gardens and other 
household items such as door mats or firewood 
stored near the house.

∆	 The risk to Aireys Inlet has grown since Ash 
Wednesday in 1983, largely due to:
•	 twice as many homes in the town
•	 the distance from one house to another – in 

1983 the average distance was 18 metres and 
now it about 6 metres. Houses closer than 
about 12 metres can be ignited from a burning 
neighbouring house. House-to-house loss in 
many bushfires is significant.

•	 Aerial photographs and anecdotal comments 
suggest that the amount of vegetation within the 
town has increased.

∆	 Fires can penetrate into towns in a number of ways, 
including:
•	 a mass ember attack from a short distance
•	 a continuous surface fire extending from the 

front or ember fire
•	 an ember drop from a convection column further 

from the town.
	 Aireys inlet has the potential to experience all of 

these to a certain extent.
∆	 Maintaining vegetation and flammable household 

items around the home is relatively straightforward 
and is an effective way to significantly reduce the risk 
of house loss.

∆	 An effective starting point would be to remove or 
change vegetation directly around your house. The 
first metre out from the house is the priority.

∆	 CFA and Surf Coast shire provide good, helpful 
information: 

	 https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-
prepare-your-property

	 https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Community/
Emergencies-and-safety/Fire-ready

∆	 Preparing your home is important but understanding 
fire ratings and having an emergency plan are also 
vital parts of living and adapting to fire on the Surf 
Coast. Please take the time to learn a little more.

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/
total-fire-bans-fire-danger-ratings/about-fire-
danger-ratings
https://fireplanner.vic.gov.au/ 

There is an increased fire-danger risk for this season for the 
Eastern Otways due to rainfall deficits – rainfall for Aireys 
Inlet is 200 mm under the average.
It is important that residents keep a close eye on how this 
develops.

AIDA meets the shire
In November the AIDA committee met with our ward 
councillors Libby Stapleton and Mike Bodsworth, shire 
CEO Robyn Seymour, Chris Pike (General Manager 
Placemaking and Environment) and Gail Gatt (General 
Manager Community Life). Lorne ward councillor Gary 
Allen was an apology as were Damian Waight (General 
Manager Strategy and Effectiveness) and Darryn Chiller 
(Acting Executive Manager Strategic Projects and 
Partnerships). 

There was a similar get-together last year and the 
meetings provide an opportunity for constructive 
and informal discussions about issues of mutual 
interest, which is appreciated by council and AIDA. We 
discussed the following topics. 

AIDA’s Dark Sky project 
The shire must have an acceptable lighting policy 
before AIDA’s application to become an accredited 
Dark Sky Community can be lodged with the 
International Dark Sky Association. A supportive 
statement from the shire is needed to trigger the next 
stage in the application process.

Bus access and parking 
Buses entering and parking in Inlet Crescent are 
becoming an increasing problem with large buses 
entering the area to allow passengers access to the 
lighthouse. These buses raise safety concerns and 
affect the amenity of the area around the Inlet for 
residents and other visitors. Buses are not permitted 
to park in the area and AIDA has asked that buses be 
banned from entering the area altogether and to use 
the long-vehicle parking bays on the Great Ocean 
Road. AIDA also raised its proposal for a community-
based co-design project to look at traffic access to all 
Aireys Inlet beaches. The shire agreed to participate 
and to discuss the proposal with GORCAPA.

Swale drains and unsealed roads review
Following recent swale clearing, AIDA reinforced its 
view that swales are designed to be vegetated to 
slow the flow of draining water and let it seep into the 
soil. The shire is planning to review its unsealed road 
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management and AIDA stressed that unsealed roads 
are a much appreciated element and integral part 
of our neighbourhood character. The shire said the 
planned review would draw on ‘best practice’ examples 
from elsewhere and would also use AIDA’s community 
attitude surveys as well as community meetings.

Planning 
AIDA noted that it had objected to 12 of the 48 
planning applications that have been lodged in 2023 
for our area. AIDA also noted that the shire’s responses 
had been more aligned with neighbourhood character 
overlay provisions. The meeting highlighted the 
tension between planning and bushfire-management 
schemes, and between neighbourhood-character 
policy and suggestions of higher density housing. We 
also raised AIDA’s hopes for a significant tree register 
on private and public land.

Artificial openings of the Inlet 
The shire provided information about a recent meeting 
on the timing and impact of artificial openings with 
some professionals with expertise in estuary ecosystems 
and management and some Aireys Inlet residents. There 
will be a further meeting in February. It was noted that 
the frequency of openings had reduced.

Charlotte Allen

Threatened swamp antechinus 
found on Lot 2 

There was an amazing result for biodiversity in 
November with the first capture of a Swamp 
Antechinus, a nationally threatened mammal species, 
at Lot 2 Bambra Road, Michael Loughnan and Jacinta 
Halloran’s Painkalac Valley property and the site of the 
Rewilding the Valley project. 

We have conducted mammal fauna surveys 
since December 2020 in the Painkalac Valley, which 
has been identified as one of the key refuges for 
threatened mammals across the Otways, under the 
federally funded Wild Otways Initiative (2021–2023).

In the 2022 AIDA newsletter we reported on 
progress to identify key refuges for mammals across the 
Otways landscape. The refuges, including coastal dunes 
and wet gullies, provide beneficial environments, such 
as structurally complex vegetation, food resources and 
protection from disturbances such as fire, predation and 
water stress. Mammals in the Eastern Otways contracted 
to these refuges under poor conditions experienced in 
the Millennium Drought. 

Eighteen refuges have now been identified 
between the Eastern Otways to west of Cape Otway 
and inland to Carlisle Heath that support federally 

listed (EPBC Act) mammals (Swamp Antechinus, 
Southern Brown Bandicoot, Broad-tooth Rat, the 
Southern Long-nosed Potoroo, together with rare 
White-footed Dunnart, Rufous Bristlebird and the 
iconic Long-nosed Bandicoot) in these refuges. We 
are working with Parks Victoria, DELWP and GORCAPA 
to ensure management including appropriate fire 
regimes, weed, fox and cat controls are implemented 
for their protection. 

One of the key refuges is the Painkalac estuary 
and creek.  Swamp Antechinus have been recorded 
at sites in the dunes and along the estuarine wetland 
both north and south of the Great Ocean Road.  The 
trapping of female Swamp Antechinus in breeding 
condition and with pouch young confirmed that there 
is a breeding population present. 

1. Dead male 6 July (Katie Pahlow), Sanctuary Road  
2. Male Swamp Antechinus Lot 2 (Bernie Lingam) 

https://aireys-inlet.org/
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In July some observant and keen locals (David Abbey, 
Bron Ives, Katie Pahlow) identified and collected 
male Swamp Antechinus carcasses from locations 
south-east and north of the Great Ocean Road. This 
may appear disastrous, but it is not because male 
Antechinus undergo ‘male die-off’ post mating as part 
of their natural life cycle. This gives females carrying 
pouch young access to food sources, in the absence 
of competition. The records are very significant as we 
are now confident that mating has occurred, and the 
collections will contribute to Zoos Victoria genetic 
analyses studies. 

The work since 2020 has confirmed that the estuary is 
a refuge for this protected species. We predicted that the 
estuary population ‘is likely act as a “source population” 
that can disperse and populate other areas inland 
upstream if suitable habitat is available, such as Lot 2’.  

Although we had hoped for a Swamp Antechinus 
on Lot 2 in the long term – maybe ten years – to have 
found them on Lot 2 in November is truly outstanding, 
and a testament to the excellent rehabilitation 
through restoration of surface water drainage, namely 
Distillery Creek, and significant revegetation that has 
successfully established a range of ephemeral wetland, 
grassland, and woodland ecosystems. 

Recent results have also identified a healthy 
population of native Swamp Rats on Lot 2 where they 
appear to prefer the habitat around the billabong 
and are digging and ‘engineering’ the soils in patches 
they inhabit, contributing significantly to ecosystem 
processes such as soil aeration, movement of nutrients, 
water flow, transport of invertebrates, seeds and fungi. 

At Lot 2 the regeneration of the trees, shrubs and 
native grasses since 2018 has been significant, with 
trees up to 4 metres and shrubs in the mid storey 
2 metres. The three years of La Nina conditions 
experienced in 2020 to 2023 are likely to have 
contributed to these outstanding results. 

Recently Michael Loughnan wondered if he was 
‘too greedy to hope for Southern Brown Bandicoot and 

Broad-tooth Rat’. It appears that it is certainly not out 
of the question that these and other species could also 
recolonise!

Our collaboration in recent years with ANGAIR on 
the Rewilding the Valley project at Michael Loughnan’s 
Painkalac Valley property has been very important and 
provides a wonderful vision of the future possibilities 
for our threatened wildlife. 

The recent Small Mammal Conservation Project 
was conducted under the federally funded Wild 
Otways Initiative (2021–2023) with the Corangamite 
CMA: https://ccma.vic.gov.au/projects/wild-otways/  

Associate Professor Barbara Wilson OAM, 
 Deakin University

Planning matters – Friends of Lorne
Charlotte Allen and I were invited to speak to 
members of Friends of Lorne after their AGM held at 
QDOS Arts on Saturday18 November. Their committee 
has been considering taking a similar approach to 
AIDA on local planning matters – in particular the 
lodging of objections to planning applications which 
do not meet the requirements of the Surf Coast Shire 
Planning Scheme.

Charlotte outlined the broad community support 
given to our local Neighbourhood Character Overlay 
which has been confirmed in all of our recent member 
surveys. However, we did point out that planning 
officers at the Surf Coast Shire are able to exercise 
discretion when assessing planning applications 
against the provisions of the overlay and that we 
see this as an important and necessary component 
of the planning approval process. Nevertheless we 
advised Friends of Lorne that we do lodge objections 
to local planning applications when we believe that 
the planning rules of the overlay have been unduly 
compromised. In essence all we are asking planning 
applicants to do is to follow the rules – rules that are 
strongly supported by the local community.

We also advised Friends of Lorne that AIDA had 
reviewed 48 local planning applications over the past 
year (almost one per week) resulting in 12 objections 
being lodged on behalf of AIDA members. Around 
one-third of these objections have been withdrawn 
as the result of changes made by the applicants in 
response to the concerns we raised. Another third of 
these objections have not been accepted by planning 
officers whilst the remainder are still being considered. 

http://www.aireys-inlet.org
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We also provided information to members regarding 
the workload involved in carrying out this task 
including reporting procedures to AIDA committee 
meetings.

Charlotte and I were warmly thanked for our 
presentation by Friends of Lorne members at the 
end of the meeting. We offered to provide them with 
further advice and assistance on planning matters in 
the future if required.

Ian Laging

Planning Scheme Review – Coastal 
Townships Targeted Session
The Surf Coast Shire recently released two important 
documents on their website for public review and 
comment:
•	 Urban Futures Strategy – Background Context 

Report dated September 2023
•	 Surf Coast Planning Scheme Review dated October 

2023 – Consultation Version
They have asked for responses to be made to these 

documents by Friday 29 December 2023, which, with 
Christmas fast approaching, is not very far away. AIDA 
intends to make a submission to the shire on behalf of 
its members by the due date but would encourage all 
local residents to make their own responses to these 
documents.

A Coastal Townships Targeted Session to discuss the 
documents was held at the Aireys Inlet Community 
Hall Meeting Room on Wednesday 8 November 
2023. Representatives from the Anglesea Community 
Network and Friends of Lorne were in attendance 
along with Charlotte Allen, Chris Ryan and myself 
representing AIDA. The group noted that whilst Coastal 
Character Engagement Meetings had been held earlier 
in the year there was only a short acknowledgement 
of the issues summarised in the Coastal Engagement 
Report dated 18 May 2023. We also pointed out that 
there were no specific recommendations for changes 
to the planning scheme or further strategic work to 
be undertaken flowing from these issues contained 
within the review.

AIDA noted that much of the material contained 
in the Urban Futures Strategy document was based 
on the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Structure Plan 
2015 which generally has wide community support. 
However, we did note that the State Government has 
commenced work on a Strategic Framework Plan for 
the Great Ocean Road which is expected to influence 
future development in this region ‘including all or 
parts of Anglesea, Aireys Inlet – Fairhaven and Lorne’. 
We supported the statement that the shire is ‘strongly 
committed to containing future development within 

existing township boundaries’ but raised concerns 
regarding the idea that ‘any sites for future housing 
development will only come from the re-subdivision of 
existing allotments within the established urban area.’

AIDA supported many of the recommendations 
proposed in the Planning Scheme Review including:
•	 The introduction of a clause for Environmentally 

Sustainable Development to apply to both 
residential and non-residential buildings, although 
we were puzzled by the exclusion of subdivisions 
from this clause.

•	 That further strategic work be undertaken to plan for 
and improve resilience to climate change and other 
environmental risks.
However, we did express concern about a 

proposed review that considers ‘refinements to 
the planning controls for coastal townships from 
Anglesea to Lorne to ensure the right balance 
between preserving significant landscapes, preferred 
character outcomes and managing bushfire risk’. 
Other statements within the Planning Scheme Review 
led us to believe that Bushfire Management Overlay 
requirements could be given precedence over other 
planning overlays to their detriment.

The Surf Coast Shire has indicated that the review 
of the Planning Scheme Overlays for the coastal towns 
will take up to twelve months to conduct. AIDA has 
requested that we be included in such a review along 
with other representatives in attendance at the meeting.

Ian Laging 

Social media and website support
The AIDA committee is seeking help with its social 

media and website maintenance. AIDA has an on-
line presence via Facebook and the website. We are 
intending to have a thorough review and redesign of 
the website which should result in a much improved 
site. Following the review we are looking for help to 
maintain it. We believe that maintaining the website 
and posting on AIDA’s Facebook page would be 
around two hours a month.

If any AIDA members or their family members can 
help please get in touch via aida.aireys@gmail.com

https://aireys-inlet.org/
https://aireys-inlet.org/
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Confused on bin night?

SCRRApp’s got
you sorted.

Your bin collection day will change the 
week of Christmas.
Our collection truck drivers will have the day off on Christmas Day (Monday 25 December). This means ALL 
residential bins across the Surf Coast will be emptied on the day following your usual collection day.

So during the week of Christmas only, bins normally collected on Monday will be emptied on Tuesday, bins normally 
collected on Tuesday will be emptied on Wednesday etc.

Collections will return to the normal schedule from Monday, January 1, 2024.

Extra bin collections
All households that receive the kerbside bin service will also receive one extra landfill and one extra recycling 
collection around Christmas.

To check how the changes at Christmas affect you, and when your extra collections will be;

• Download SCRRApp at surfcoast.vic.gov.au/SCRRApp

• Download and print a PDF calendar at surfcoast.vic.gov.au/calendars

• Visit surfcoast.vic.gov.au/mybin and enter your address

Transfer station open hours
Anglesea Transfer Station hours: 9am – 4pm daily (closed Christmas Day)

Anglesea Landfill is open to commercial customers for tipping on Monday to Friday (closed Christmas Day),                       
and on Saturdays (9am-4pm) from 21 December 2023 to 29 January 2024 (inclusive).

Summer waste 
and recycling

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/SCRRApp

FOGO        RECYCLING        GLASS        LANDFILL

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/wasteandrecycling

https://aireys-inlet.org/

