AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

APRIL 1994 NEWSLETTER

THE NEW, LARGER, SHIRE

No more Barrabool, no more Winchelsea Shire. We are now well into transition
time, leading up to elections for the new shire council, due to be held on

25 March, 1995. 1In the Report of the Local Government Board, dealing with

the amalgamation of the two shires, one of the board's recommendations was

that the permanent name for the new shire should be discussed and decided upon
during this interim period. TIn the meantime, everyone is calling it the Surf
Coast Shire (except, perhaps, in inland Winchelsea). The commissioner appointed
to oversee the transition to an elected council is Mrs Toni McCormack, a former
teacher, public relations consultant and mayor of Warrnambool, and more recently
one of the commissioners for the City of Greater Geelong. If you feel you have
read some of this before, you are probably right. We have pinched bits from

the "Age" Newspaper of 10 March 1994. We have also read somewhere that the

new chief executive officer is Dr. David Roach, but we can't tell you much

more than that. You may still find many familiar faces to greet you if you

drop in to the familiar shire offices in Torquay. And of course Torquay itself
has now rejoined us after its short, uneasy dalliance with Greater Geelong.

AIDA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

We do have a splendid band of loyal AIDA members, as we have had for years,

so we don't want to sound unhappy or discontented. But we are keenly aware

of just how important and trend-setting the next year or two will be. As well
as the changes associated with a new and larger shire, there are many changes
being made at the state government level, to do with planning and development,
with zoning, with land use, and perhaps of most concern to us, with the manner
in which appeals may or may not be lodged against decisions to allow permits

for developments which we might feel should be open to question. At times like
this it is most important that we have a strong local community association that
can represent our members when decisions are being made: a voice that will be
heard by the decision-makers. That is why we are having a membership drive

this year. From the two major questionnaires that AIDA has conducted since

the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires, we know that there are scores of people who

share our views about what we want for the district, but who are not at present
AIDA members. Some of them will even ask, "What's that?" when you mention AIDA.
If we can enrol them it will put us in an even stronger position to argue in
favour of our aims and policies.

By the time the next newsletter comes around we should be able to give details
about our membership drive. Meanwhile, when you are talking about local issues
with your friends, why not ask them if they are AIDA members. Should they
decide to join there and then, they need simply send a note addressed to the
Secretary, AIDA, c¢/o P.O. Aireys Inlet 3231, and she will follow it up. If
they hesitate, never mind. At least you will have prepared the way for our
campaign later this year.

HEATHLANDS DINNER

HELPING TO KEEP THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD GREAT

We had planned to send out this newsletter a fortnight earlier, and to give a
great publicity boost to this dinner which is being put on by ANGAIR and the
Great Ocean Road Committee, on Friday 15th April, in support of the Great Ocean
Road Appeal. Now we have almost missed the bus, since nearly all the places

at the dinner tables have been taken already, but we'll give the details anyway .

There are a few tickets left, so here is some subdued publicity for spur-of-the-
moment takers.
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Fundraising Dinner and Film Night
in the Aireys Inlet Hall
Friday Evening 15 April 1994 at 7 p.m.
Dinner, tea and coffee provided. BYO favourite beverage.
Dinner Donation: $12

The organisers need to know just how many will be there, so please try one of
these 'phone numbers to book seats.

Anglesea: Joyce and Fred Wright (052) 631 843
or Ruth and Jack Hurst (052) 632 228
Melbourne: Flora Anderson ( 03) 722 1776

At some stage during the evening a film on Antarctica will be presented by
Rod Mackenzie, Australia's counterpart to the intrepid David Attenborough.
There is no guarantee that you will see Rod being chased by a four-tonne
elephant seal, or stalking a wandering albatross, or squatting among penguins,
in the way Attenborough does, but he has captured on film some remarkable and
spectacular scenery, not to mention wildlife, during his stay in Antarctica.

FRIENDS OF THE PAINKALAC CREEK VALLEY

When we look back through AIDA minutes and other papers, for many years past,
it is clear that the Painkalac Valley has been one of our main preoccupations.
This is not surprising, given the major part it plays in establishing the
character of the whole area. If you start at the Painkalac Creek Bridge, near
the inlet, and take your way past the wetlands, flood plains, and river flats
along Bembra Road up towards Boundary Road, it is obvious that this rural
corridor, between the residential zones of Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven, provides
an essential unspoilt component in the composite picture of our area. A new
group has been formed, Friends of Painkalac Creek Valley, to watch over what

is happening in the valley, and what needs to be done to keep it in good shape.
Most of our readers will know that a good stretch at the southern end is
publicly-owned land, while the northern section is freehold land, subject

to certain zoning restrictions. (See map on last page)

Already the new group is seeking clarification of the Shire's plans for the
valley, in the light of the policy recommendations set out in the Aireys Inlet
to Eastern View Structure Plan. They are also looking at weed management, with
support from the Shire, siltation and erosion problems, and appropriate fire
prevention measures, in consultation with the Fire Brigade. Anyone interested
in joining the group, or simply learning more about it, could ring Roma Parslow
on (052) 896 605 or Pam Arnold (052) 896 578 or Jane Grant (052) 896 566.

AIDA COMMITTEE 1994

The following committee members were elected as office-bearers at the first
committee meeting for the year, held on Friday 4 February, 1994.

President: Jane Grant
Vice-Presidents: Pam Arnold, Peter Thompson
Secretary: Alison Witcombe
Treasurer: Guy Tuddenham

Other Committee members: John Anderson, Rachel Faggetter, Gary McIntosh,
Angus McKenzie, Kim Neubecker, Roma Parslow,
David Thompson, Brian Williams.
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AIDA INC FINANCIAL REPORT

31/12/1992 - 7/1/1994

For reasons explained at the time, it was not possible to present our
customary financial statement at the AIDA Annual General Meeting held
on Friday 7 January, 1994. We said then that we would send out a financial
report to members with the first newsletter for the year. This is it.

Current Account Balance at 31/12/92

+ Receipts

- Expenditure

Annual Subscriptions
Arts & Crafts Donation
Sale of Maps & Histories
Bank Interest

Term Deposit

Printing, Postage,
Stationery

GRC Structure Plans

Barrabool Shire Minutes

Barrabool Shire
Residential Code

Anglesea Aireys Inlet
Tourism Assn.

Hire of Hall

Misc. Secretarial Expenses

FID & State Taxes

$

1525.00
800.00
160.00

2667.14

1500.00
615.88
50.00
120.00
10.00
60.00

137.00
284 .95

2788.49

Closing Current Account Balance at 7/1/94

Investments:

Total Available Funds at 7/1/94
(Total Available Funds at AGM '93 (31/12/92)

Commonwealth Bank Term Deposits

$
865.64

182.14

+2667.14

10.66

-2788.49

744 .29

5574.80

6319.09
$4892.51)
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BOUNDARY OF STUDY AREA )

AREA C - River flats, in -pubtiey
ownership (See Structure Plan

pp 32-36 and 49-50)
"AREA D - preshwater swamp land
in private ownership

AREA A - Mellors Swamp, in
public ownership

AREA B - The Painkalac Creek
Reserve, in public

PAINKALAC CREEKWETLANDS AND FLOODLAND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY
AIREYS INLET TO EASTERN VIEW STRUCTURE PLAN




