AIREYS INLET & DISTRICT ASSOCIATION

(R.N. A000710V)
DECEMBER 2003 NEWSLETTER

The AIDA committee wishes all members a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year — and safe travelling over
the holiday season. We look forward to seeing you at the AGM.

AIDA AGM 2004

The Annual General Meeting will be held at 7.30 p.m.
on Friday 2 January 2004 in the Aireys Inlet
Community Centre. All members are welcome and
indeed are encouraged to attend. Doors will be open
from 7.00 p.m. so people can renew their membership
before the meeting starts, and supper will be served
after the meeting.

We have secured a wonderful guest speaker for our
AGM. Dr Ray Green is the Head of Landscape
Architecture at the University of Melbourne. Dr Green
has been a driving force and a consultant employed to
undertake a significant part of the Aireys Inlet
Neighbourhood Character Study. Dr Green was also
the consultant on the recently completed Anglesea
Neighbourhood Character Study. Refer to article titled
Neighbourhood Character Study for further details.

Planning Issues
Great News

12—14 Inlet Crescent Aireys Inlet

The final VCAT decision is for 7 LOTS ONLY with a
minimum lot size of 1000 sq. m. each — and the devel-
oper has made the top two lots ( the most visible ones)
even larger at approximately 1500 and 1600 sq. m.,
which we greatly appreciate. The Conditions placed
on the subdivision include no further subdivision and
a $7000 bond on the landscape development plan
against a failure to implement it.

This is a good outcome for this very special area and
has set a precedent for any future development. We

now have to be vigilant when applications come in

for dwellings on the site.

2 Yandanah Road Fairhaven

The current plan for this property, much nearer to
the VCAT Directive, in which the developers have
largely adapted to objectors’ concerns, has gone back:
to VCAT after all! The developers are objecting to
three of the many conditions suggested by the
Council - two to do with sealing access roads and the
third not permitting subdivision of the four large lots

facing Yandanah Road. We very much support the
last condition. We will be putting our case to the
VCAT Hearing on this issue.

[8-20 Philip Street Aireys Inlet

The request for subdivision only, this second time
around, has been supported by Council after requests
for more information, largely on the grounds that
the recent VCAT decision will provide adequate tools
to assess future development.

We disagreed with this view and appeared, for the
second time, at the SCS Planning Committee meet-
ing on 24 November, along with some neighbours.
The Committee decided in favour of the subdivision,
but at least with some restrictions on some of the
lots, for example, set backs, 1 lot with only single
storey house, etc., to help with view sharing.

I8 Hartley Street Aireys Inlet

A permit application for 3 two-storey dwellings has
been received by Council. The lots are smaller than
those recommended for this area (800 sq. m.). We are
concerned that there is potential for many blocks to
be subdivided in this lovely treed part of Aireys, which
will cause vegetation removal on a large scale thus
changing the character of the area. We have objected.

89 Great Ocean Road Aireys Inlet

An amended plan with photomontages has been sub-
mitted for this site (see the AIDA noticeboard). The
plan now includes 13 units instead of 15, 4 more car-
parking lots on the site, a reasonable attempt at artic-
ulating the building, slightly lower height and a little
more landscaping.

We believe this does little to address our main concern,
over-development of the site,which may lead to:

1. A building mass that will be bigger than anything
in the district at the moment. (A precedent?)

2. Most of the block of land covered by hard surfaces
in an area that is extremely prone to flooding
causing back-up of flood waters more readily and
increased pressure to open the Inlet earlier.

3. Car parking on site will not fully supply all that is
required by the development, causing overflow of



vehicles into a car park which is already full in busy
times.

4. The southern entrance—exit to the Great Ocean Road
is already dangerous and busy and this will make it
worse, plus the existing right of way for vehicles
accessing the rear of Skinnylegs Café will be closed,
causing real trouble for large commercial vehicles.

The pressure is really on now for development in our
area, for example, Lands End is up for sale in Eagle
Rock Parade. So if we want to keep our small, low-key
coastal village, we are going to have to be extremely
vigilant. | have been to check up on a few applications
recently and found them to be within the planning
guidelines and often sensitive in other ways, for exam-
ple, minimum vegetation removal, so it can be done -
by people who are genuinely interested in retaining the
character of our area and are not greedy!

Anyone who has concerns, information or expertise
in planning issues, please feel free to contact us.

Barbara Leavesley

Community
Fireguard Program

The CFA Community Fireguard is a community edu-
cation program designed to reduce the loss of lives
and homes in bushfires. Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven
are once again facing a fire season where fuel loads
and the risk of bushfire are high. The recent fires
around Anglesea were a wake-up call for many peo-
ple who are not yet prepared.

The basis for the Community Fireguard program is the
fact that many people may have to face a fire without
the support of the CFA, which cannot provide every
person and home with individual protection during a
major bushfire. It recognises that bushfires are surviv-
able if communities take responsibility for their fire
safety and prepare themselves for the event.

The lessons from our fire history suggest that people
who are well prepared for a bushfire can survive. In
fact, research into how houses burn and why people
die has demonstrated that there is a lot the commu-
nity can do to improve safety and minimise losses.

Community Fireguard encourages community partici-
pation in improving bushfire safety. It consists of small
groups, which may simply be a few neighbours in an
area where the fire threat is high. By working together
with support from the CFA, groups can develop strate-
gies which are simple, effective and inexpensive.

CFA employs Community Fireguard Facilitators who
help groups establish and provide on-going support,
technical information and resources. Facilitators
assist groups to gather relevant information and
develop and implement bushfire survival plans.

AIDA has on its committee a recently appointed
Community Fireguard Facilitator, Geoff Brown. Geoff
will be working with Community Fireguard Groups
throughout the Surf Coast Shire.

If you are interested in forming a small group with
others in your area and wish to start a Community
Fireguard Group, please contact Geoff Brown (5289
6466) who can help to get you started.

Geoff Brown, Community Fireguard Facilitator

Older Person’s Housing

Since our previous newsletter we are now in the posi-
tion to move forward in partnership with Surf Coast —
Shire to provide Aged Care housing in Aireys Inlet.

The AIDA Committee have accepted Council’s proposi-
tion to act as Council’s facilitator for the implementa-
tion of the proposed Aged Housing development at

2 Fraser Drive, based on the understanding that AIDA
(or their members) will not be exposed to any kind of
financial commitment and or development/public risk.

Council have agreed to the development being
implemented on the following criteria.

1. A purchaser must be over 60 years of age.

2. Preference to be given to local residents to purchase.
3. Two extra units to be developed for social housing.

AIDA will be commencing the revision of our existing
master plan due to revised guidelines as required by
Surf Coast Shire. The following were some of our origi-
nal design guide principles that were implemented in
our previous master planning document.

¢ Medium density housing principles.

e Solar water heating.

¢ Storm water reuse, storage tanks and all overflows to
be directed to a retarding basin for recreation/ irriga-
tion of common areas and bush fire protection.

s Solar street lighting.
* Attempt to achieve 5 star energy rated residences.
e Passive solar design.

e Units to have courtyard and to overlook commu-
nity recreation facilities.



¢ Community garden area with composing facilities.

* Community house to include kitchen and associ-
ated amenities such as lounge /fireplace, exercise
area, BBQ and child play area, etc.

* (Car-free grounds

* Integration of existing public housing into the site.
* Indigenous landscaping.

* Underground cables for lighting.

We look forward to keeping all AIDA members advised
of our progress and invite comments and or registra-
tion of interest in writing from potential purchasers.

Neighbourhood
Character Study

As reported in our last newsletter, the Surf Coast Shire’s
Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Neighbourhood Character
Study has been under way since March this year and is
expected to be completed by mid 2004. AIDA — and
many members of our community - have been assist-
ing the study team in identifying locally distinct neigh-
bourhoods and also those aspects of our natural and
built environment which should be encouraged, and
hopefully required, for all new development — as well
as existing or potential aspects we don’t want in the
Aireys Inlet area. Neighbourhood character studies are
also being conducted in Lorne, Anglesea and Torquay.

Neighbourhood character relates to the built form
around us and local environmental characteristics —
such as building design, development density, views,
the natural environment, gardens, roads, footpaths,
overhead cables and lighting, etc.

The State Government’s ResCode residential develop-
ment policy provides for protecting the character of
our neighbourhoods against inappropriate develop-
ment. But first, local communities must decide what
local character they want — and what they don’t want.
ResCode sees the future planning approvals process
beginning with satisfying the agreed requirements for
Neighbourhood Character, before other planning
objectives and guidelines are taken into account.

AIDA strongly endorses this approach, as one which
has the potential to provide increased certainty for
both new home designers and for existing home own-
ers, in the way our area will develop in the future.

The Neighbourhood Character Study has now
reached the stage where the principles for local devel-
opment have been agreed, and the Shire planning
office is documenting the necessary changes to the

Surf Coast Planning Scheme - for further consultation
with the local community and with the Department
of Sustainability — leading to public exhibition and a
final decision on the required actions.

Some of the attributes of preferred Neighbourhood
Character emerging from the study, which give a flavour
of the outcomes, and will be taken into account, are:

* visual screening by vegetation,

¢ warm, earthy, muted, natural colours that blend
with the surroundings,

* indigenous landscaping and retention of natural
bush,

¢ Jlarge setbacks,

* no fencing,

* small height and mass of buildings,

¢ Jlarge blocks of land,

* good landscape design,

* gravel driveways rather than concrete,

* height not above the tree line,

* simple architectural design,

* developments which fit into the landscape,
* light- and airy-looking buildings,

e curved lines in the architectural form, roofs and
driveways,

* open glazing,

* not obvious from the road,

* high quality and built of natural materials,
e articulated wall and fagade treatments,

* a harmonious mix of forms,

* protection and enhancement of indigenous vege-
tation arzd ecosystems.

It is likely that these objectives will require some
strengthening of the existing planning controls cov-
ering development densities, site coverage, building
bulk, building siting and heights, building colours
and materials, indigenous vegetation and fencing.

Three members of the AIDA committee, Tim Gibson,
Guy Tuddenham and Ian Godfrey, along with nine
other community members, make up the study’s
Community Reference Group, but AIDA also plans a
special presentation on our Neighbourhood Character
at this year’s Annual General Meeting scheduled for

2 January. The Shire proposes to provide a final public
information session on the proposed outcomes of the
study later this summer.



If you have any opinions or questions regarding
neighbourhood character, or the Neighbourhood
Character Study, please contact Tim, Guy or lan. (See
contact details in this newsletter.)

Pedestrian Networks Strategy

AIDA has developed a proposal for a comprehensive
Pedestrian Networks Strategy for the Aireys Inlet to
Eastern View area. The idea was sparked by concerns
expressed by residents about the future of pedestrian
pathways in Fairhaven and also the importance
given to the issue at the recent Surf Coast Shire
Community Planning Workshop in Aireys Inlet.

Local Councillors have responded very enthusiasti-

cally to our suggestion and are arranging a meeting

with AIDA and Council officers to establish a frame-
work for funding in next year’s budget.

We see local walking activity falling under two main
headings:

e neighbourhood access, and
e recreational walking.

Here are some extracts from AIDA’s Pedestrian
Networks Strategy proposal.

Values

What are the community values to be supported
through the encouragement and facilitation of pedes-
trian activity in the Eastern View — Aireys Inlet area?
For example:

e community health and personal fitness;
¢ enjoyment of the local environment;

e environmental quality through reduced fuel
usage, less car noise and pollution, reduced raised
dust from unsealed roads;

e personal and community safety through greater
street supervision;

e opportunities for socialisation and increased com-
munity awareness.

Objectives

For example:

* What do we want to achieve in furthering these
values?

* Are existing pedestrian networks under threat,
and if so how?

* Should we be increasing pedestrianisation in the
area, or just holding the line against further
erosion of walking opportunities?

¢ What should be included and excluded from con-
sideration in the strategy?

e Are there particular directions we want or need to
pursue?

* What, if any, ultimate targets should be set?

* What are the priorities amongst our objectives?

Ideas

How do we achieve an effective neighbourhood
pedestrian network?

additional routes to shops, beaches, bus stops, etc.;
* more convenient access (shorter trip times);

e informative signage;

shelter on long routes and shelters at beaches.

How should we improve options and experiences for
recreational walkers?

e options/requirements for local walkers and for
tourist walkers;

¢ linking the Cliff Path to Fairhaven (and beyond?);

e new route up the Painkalac valley linking the Cliff
Path to the Angahook-Lorne State Park;

¢ establishing circular recreational walking routes in
township environs;

* environmental interpretation

If you have any suggestions or questions about
pedestrian access around our area, please contact Ian
Godfrey or Liz Wood. (See contact details below.)

Committee Contact Details

The names and telephone numbers of the 2003 AIDA
committee are as follows:

President — Dr Tim Gibson (5289 6562) e

Vice-President — Mr Guy Tuddenham (9848 3294 or
9669 4689)

Secretary — Mrs Barbara Leavesley (5289 7152)
Treasurer — Mr Russell Hansen (5289 6195)
Assistant Secretary — Mrs Tania Teague (5289 6526)
Mr Ian Godfrey (9620 2404 or 5289 7388)

Mr Geoff Brown (5289 6466)

Ms Jane Grant (5289 7245)

Mr Greg McKnight (5289 6557)

Ms Liz Wood (5289 7379)

Mr Rod Woodger (9819 9776 or 5289 7250)

Mr Graham Teague (5289 6526)



NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2003 AIDA COMMITTEE

Nomination forms should be in the hands of the secretary, Barbara Leavesley, PO Box 359 Aireys Inlet VIC
3231,not less than seven days before the Annual General Meeting on 2 January 2004. Nominees and pro-
posers should be AIDA members, and the form must be signed by the nominee to acknowledge acceptance.
All members elected to the committee should be prepared to sign the AIDA Code of Ethics (see below).

NOMINATION FORM FOR AIDA COMMITTEE 2004

PERSON NOMINATED (block letters please) . ... ... ...ttt e e e

NOMINATED FOR (Please tick appropriate box):
President
Vice-president

Secretary

Treasurer

[
]
[
Assistant secretary D
[
[

Committee member

Proposed by:

AIDA CODE OF ETHICS FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERS

1. To support the Aims and Policies of AIDA.

2 To be an active and committed member in the best interests of AIDA, free of motives of personal advan-
tage and/or information-gathering for personal advantage or gain.

3 To accept all decisions of AIDA made by constitutional means, and to refrain from public adverse com-
ment of those decisions in any form which claims or implies representation of AIDA.

4 To declare any actual or perceived vested or pecuniary interest, and to abstain from voting in cases where
such an interest exists. This interest must be declared before any relevant agenda item is dealt with, or
when such conflict of interest becomes clear.

SEGMATUTE .. o v s vt ammiissiminrinis Soei 55 .8 8505 58 88558 5 8 568 45 8% b4 % 5338V E0e Date: wimwes vosdois sl



Angahook—Otway Investigation

The Angahook-Otway Investigation is being undertaken by the Victorian Environmental Asséssment Council

(VEAC) and aims to provide advice in relation to possible approaches for future land use in the Otways,

including the establishment of a new national park. The Investigation is in its second phase for public feed-
back. Submissions are now being received to feed into the Draft Proposals Paper. The Discussion Paper was

released in September 2003. A submission is being prepared by AIDA.

For further information check out the VEAC website: www.veac.vic.gov.au

17 February 2003
State Government request to VEAC for
Angahook-Otway Investigation

Y

22 February 2003
Notice of Angahook-Otway Investigation
published in local and state newspapers

* e

September 2003
Publication of Discussion Paper

+ -

April 2004
Publication of Draft Proposals Paper

v —-——

, 3 September 2003
Final report to State Government

'

State Government considers VEAC's
recommendations

65 day submission period for community
input

Minimum 60 day submission period for
community input

Minimum 60 day submission period for
community input




