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PRESIDENT’S ROUNDUP

inter is the slowest season in AIDA’s
calendar, as many of us either settle down
out of the weather in front of the fire or
holiday in warmer climates. But as usual,
AIDA has been busy since our last Newsletter. Here is a
— brief summary of activities:

The Great Ocean Road Pathway

The new path from top to bottom shops opened, not
without controversy, as many were very disappointed
by the removal of the shady trees between Barton Court
and Philip Street - but most agree that the pathway,
including the Noble Sanctuary board walk and the
Great Ocean Road crossing is a great success, with
frequent use by families on sunny days.

Surf Coast Shire Planning Committee

The terms of reference of the shire’s planning commit-
tee, which considers most planning applications for new
developments, are up for review, and AIDA is consider-
ing a submission aimed at improving the operation of
the committee.

An Aireys inlet Oval?
The State Government and the Shire’s
announcement of a swap of the
~Iron Bark Basin land for the Gilbert
Street Reserve opens the way for the
planning of an Aireys Inlet recreation
ground. AIDA is keen to see that the planning
process protects the environmental qualities of
the site and also leads to a cost effective result
for the community. There is still along way to
go however, with the transfer of land not due
to go through Parliament until next year.

Neighbourhood Character Study

AIDA has been closely involved with the
planning scheme amendment submission
process, as reported in this Newsletter.

Painkallac Creek

Water quality monitoring of the creek, by
comumunity volunteers, is about to com-
mence as part of the Healthy Waterways
project.

VicRoads

The creation of a pedestrian footpath by VicRoads, on
the bridge over the Painkallac Creek was a welcome
surprise — even for the Surf Coast Shire — but with a
similar failure of consultation, VicRoads’ construction of
traffic barriers along the Great Ocean Road has caused
community outrage due to the reduced road safety the
barriers cause for cars parked at Fairhaven Beach and
other points, and the intrusion into and obstruction of
views at many places along the road.

Planning Objections

AIDA has prepared and presented submissions regard-
ing proposed developments at 10 Federal Street, and

24 Pearse Road Aireys Inlet — both of which we see as
serious over-developments, completely at odds with the
objectives of neighbourhood character.

RIDA Committee

AIDA welcomes Di Schmied of Moggs Creek
as a new member of the committee. We are

very fortunate to have members wishing

to volunteer their time. In
addition to Di, we have a number
of other new faces this year assist-
ing with our various special inter-
est groups. We are always keen

to hear from members who might
want to learn more about, or assist with

AIDA's activities.

Lighthouse Tours

AIDA made a submission to Council on the
location and arrangements for ticket sales
and the assembly point for the tours.

Shire Pedestrian Strategy

During September, the Surf Coast Shire will
be inviting submissions on its proposed 10
year shire-wide pedestrian pathways strat-
egy, which is about to be put into the public
arena for comment.

Ughthosuse by Lee Hanley aged 5



AIDA is very pleased to announce that on Tuesday 6 September,
the Surf Coast Council voted to pass Amendment C18 to the
Surf Coast Planning Scheme subject to minor amendments,
endorsing the Aireys Inlet to Eastern View Neighbourhood
Character provisions and passing them on to the Department of
Sustainability and Environment and the Minister for Planning.
Tim Gibson presented AIDA's endorsement of the amendment to
Council at the meeting.

The next, and final, stages in what has been a two
and a half year process involving the whole communi-
ty, will be a DSE Planning Panel review of the amend-
ment, followed we trust by the Minister’s subsegquent
approval of it as part of the Planning Scheme. The
recent Ministerial endorsement of the Anglesea
Neighbourhood Character amendment — which had
similar elements regarding the protection of the in-
digenous landscape — gives us some confidence that
these important changes to our local planning laws
will be in place, hopefully before the end of the year.

Amendment C18 recognises the importance of environmental
values to our area and puts controls in place that will protect
and enhance the environmental attributes of our townships
— particularly the indigenous flora and fauna. The new clauses
which recognise that indigenous vegetation and fauna habitats
form an essential part of our neighbourhood character are
particularly welcome — both in their own right and as visual
screening for new developments. The new provisions aiso
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NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER AMENDMENT
T0 THE SURF COAST PLANNING SCHEME

include reductions in permitted housing density, increased
sethacks from boundaries and restrictions on intrusive fencing
- all of which will make a positive contribution.

AIDA believes that the identification and protection of neigh-
bourhood character is one of the most important town planning
initiatives for our area in recent years. it won't by any means
solve every problem associated with striking the right balance
between the increasing pressure for coastal development
and the need to protect the environment and coastal vil-
lage character people move fo the coast to enjoy, but we
think will make a valuable step in this direction, as it will
provide more certainty within the planning process for
hoth applicants and objectors.

During the recent public exhibition period, Barb
Peppard, the Shire Planning Gfficer handling the amend-
ment (and an Aireys Inlet resident) made herself readily
available for interested individuals and groups — includ-
ing AIDA — providing clear information and explanation of
the technical drafting issues associated with how the provisions
of the amendment were intended to address the objectives of
the study. This was very helpful and much appreciated by the
community.

A strong indicator of the degree of community support for the
changes can be seen from the positive public response. The
amendment was on display for six weeks and received 54
submissions; 36 submitters supported the amendment, 11
opposed it and a further 7 submitters made general comments.

Planning Issues

Currently we are waiting for decisions to be handed
down or rewritten applications to be submitted in a
number of cases. We can report that we have had a rare
success at a VCAT hearing, with the application for
a new dwelling at 30 Banool Road, Fairhaven, being
knocked back by the tribunal, with one of the main
reasons for the refusal of a permit being the prominence
the proposed house would have had on the ridgeline,
especially when viewed from the Great Ocean Road
— this was the major argument used in AIDA’s submis-
sion. This case may provide a useful precedent when the
applications for dwellings at 4F and 4G Yandanah Road
(currently being rewritten) come up for consideration.
AIDA presented a submission to the VCAT hearing on
the 10th of August concerning the proposed develop-
ment at 10 Federal Street, Aireys Inlet. We are still await-
ing the tribunal’s decision in this case. Helen Weston has
kindly agreed to write and to present AIDA’s submission
to the VCAT hearing on September 9th concerning the
proposed development at 24 Pearse Road, Aireys Inlet.
Tim Gibson

Preserving the history of the Bark Hut

Lyle McConachy, a descendant of Robert McConachy

who built the original Bark Hut would like to meet with
any people who are interested in forming a “Friends of

the Bark Hut” group. Lyle has a large amount of history
related to the early settlement of Aireys Inlet and the Bark
Hut and would like to be able to share this history with
residents and visitors to Aireys Inlet. If you are interested
in being part of an initial meeting with Lyle please contact
Libby Mears Imears@surfcoast.vic.gov.au or 5289 6895.

Lighthouse Opening

The Lighthouse opening moved a step closer with Council agreeing that
the Lighthouse tours will commence from the grassy open space adja-
cent to the Boat Ramp car park at the Inlet. The Lighthouse tour aims

to be walking based and will incorporate local historical landmarks on
the wall including the Pearse Cairn. A small starting point identifier is
being designed to provide a point of assembly for the tours, Ecologic
have received the keys to the lighthouse and are now completing the
final training for their staff. The Australian Maritime Safety Authority are
also finalising the last of the required maintenance required prior to the
opening.

PROTECT THE PAINKALAC VALLEY FROM WEED INVASION!

Join the Friends of Aireys Inlet Wetland and ANGAIR members for
a working bee on Sunday 25 September 9.30-11.30am followed by
morning fea, courtesy of the Surf Coast Shire.

Meet at the jetty near the corner of Coastal Court and River Road,

fireys Inlet. Wear old clothes, bring gardening gloves and if possible,
gum-boots, Tools will be provided where necessary.

We look forward to seeing you!

For more details, contact Tim or Ros on 5289 6562,



A Final Resolution Of The
Recreation Ground Issue?

On a sunny afternoon in June the Minister for the
Environment, John Thwaites, stood up at a meeting at the
Aireys pub and announced that the Surf Coast Shire and
his Department had come to an agreement that promises
to bring to an end the long-running saga: “Finding a site
for a recreation ground for Aireys Inlet”. This has been a
divisive issue in our community for many years
now, and, though this outcome will clearly not
please everybody, the achievement of this resolu-
tion should give our community the opportunity
to move forward, and put the past behind us.

The agreement that has been reached involves
the State Government passing a “revocation bill
that effectively rezones the area on the corner of
Boundary Road and Gilbert Street known as the
Aireys Inlet Bushland Reserve, thus enabling it
to be used for community recreation purposes. Though
many environmentalists will be disappointed at the pros-
pect of losing this area of unspoiled bushland, they will
be very pleased with the second part of the agreement, in
which the Shire has agreed to transfer the 164 hectares of
the Ironbark Basin Reserve to the State Government, so
that it can be included in the new Otways National Park
- a real win for the environment.

It is likely to be some time before we see any work
starting on a new recreation ground. It is anticipated that
the revocation bill will pass through State Parliament
during the autumn session next year. After that the Shire
will need to amend the local Planning Scheme, to rezone
the area for community recreation use. The Minister will
then appoint an independent panel to review the plan-
ning amendment, and he must decide to accept
or reject the recommendations of this panel. If all
goes smoothly, the Shire will then appoint a Com-
mittee of Management to oversee the development
and the operation of the new Recreation Reserve.
(This Committee will include several community
representatives.)

There are many people who have made valu-
able contributions towards the resolution of this
issue. Mr Thwaites took a personal interest in this
matter —and worked actively with Shire representatives
to find a solution. He had it br ought to his attention by
Elaine Carbines, ML.C, who has been a very good friend
to the Aireys community, and an active advocate for
this scheme. For the Shire, no-one has worked harder to
achieve this outcome than Councillors Libby Mears and
Beth Davidson, and former Councillor Julie Hansen. And
last but not least, the FAIRGO Committee, under the
astute leadership of Adrian Kennelly, must be congratu-
lated for all their hard work on behalf of the community.
Should this proposal come to fruition, it will be very
much a consequence of their efforts. Of course, there is
still much more work for FAIRGO to do, starting with
drawing up an application for Government funding for
the planning stages of the project. AIDA will continue to
be represented on the FAIRGO committee.

Tim Gibson

Susan Romyn

Painkalac Creek Field Day

0n Tuesday July 16th the Corangamite Catchment Management
Authority and the Surf Coast Shire combined to organise a field day
to give community members an opportunity to learn something ahout
the ecology of the Painkalac Creek, and the different techniques that
are used to monitor the state of the Cresk.Those peeple whe atiended
found it most enjoyable and interesting — many thanks to the organis-
ers, Donna Groves and Greg Peters in particular,

Students from Year 5 at Aireys Inlet campus Primary Schoel were
enterfained by the “Freshwater Circus”, and joined in some of the
maonitering activities. The rest of us enjoyed a talk on the variet-
ies of freshwater fish found in the Otways (some newly caught
. specimens could be viewed in a glass tank). We then learned how
| to carry out habitat survays, and watched a demonstration of
| electro-fishing, Other topics covered included practical dem-
onstrations of macro-invertebrate surveys (these creatures are
- excellent indicators of the health of a waterway), and lessons in all
the different measurement techniques that make up Waterwatch
menitoring of a stream. A number of participants volunteered to
join in a monitoring programme for Painkalac Creek; hopefully this
will be getting underway soon, once the necessary equipment arrives.
Tim Gibson

Crash Barriers

On Friday 5th August some residents met with Libby
Mears and George Mavroyeni from Vic Roads to discuss
issues around the new ly installed crash barriers which
have been erected from Aireys Inlet to Apollo Bay.

The initiation for this meeting came about through an
AIDA member and local residents who all expressed
dismay at this extensive visual pollution of our iconic
scenery along the Great Ocean Road.

One particular concern was the area the serious hazard
being caused to drivers and passengers opening car
doors onto the Great Ocean Road on the area between
Fairhaven and the Fairhaven Surf Life Saving Club.

Assurances were given that this particular area
would be reassessed with the possibility that the
barriers would be removed.

ANGAIR Wildflower & Art Show

17-18 September 2005 (10am-5pm)Memorial Hall, McMillan
Street, Anglesea

The Annual ANGAIR Wildflower & Art Show will include spectac-
ular displays of local indigenous wildflowers including many of the
orchids found in the Anglesea area, as well as varieties of Australian
native flowers grown in local gardens,

There will be opportunities to take guided walks and bus tours to
nearby bushiand and flora reserves to see wildflowers and birds in
their natural habitat, and a special display will feature the wildlife of
the heathlands.

Native plants, books on natural history and environmental topics,
cards and various forms of craftwork will be on sale. The Art Show
will include botanical and wildlife art and will be sponsered by Alcoa
of Australia and ANGAIR.

The proceeds from the Annual Wildflower Show are used for land
conservation purpeses in the local area.

Adults: $4.00 Pensioners/Students: $2.00 Kids 12 & under: Free
Enquiries: 5263 1085 or 5289 6562 or angair@pipeline.com.au



