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Notice of 2025 AGM
Saturday 26 April at 3pm
This year’s Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Saturday 26 April at 3pm in the Community Hall. Our 
ward councillors, Libby Stapleton, Mike Bodsworth 
and Leon Walker will be attending. The shire’s CEO, 
Robyn Seymour, regrets that she is unable to attend 
this year, but another shire officer will join us.

The meeting will begin with a half-hour 
presentation by the shire representative on the shire’s 
Our Focus Our Future community engagement 
project, which will set their strategic direction for 
2025–2029. There will be an opportunity for questions.

The agenda for the AGM, last year’s AGM minutes 
and a proxy voting form for those who cannot attend 
in person will be emailed to members two weeks 
before the AGM. 

Among the items on the agenda will be the 
election of the AIDA committee for the next year. If 
you are interested in joining the committee please 

contact me at ian@berthelsenlaging.com or complete 
the Committee Membership Nomination Form on p. 5.

Following the AGM, committed conservationist 
Mick Loughnan will give a talk entitled ‘Rewilding of 
Lot 2 of the Painkalac Valley’. After Mick’s talk there will 
be time to catch up over refreshments. Tea, coffee and 
wine will be provided.

Members can renew their 2025 subscriptions on 
the day. Membership forms will be available and new 
members will be welcome to join prior to the AGM.

Ian Laging, AIDA President

Painkalac nature walk
The Painkalac Valley Network has curated a nature 
walk around the lower Painkalac Valley. This self-
guided trail (2.5km, 45-minute circuit) has QR 
codes on discreet signs providing information to 
add to your enjoyment. Discover the diverse plants, 
fascinating creatures, and rich geological and human 
history of this area. Learn about the estuary’s seasonal 
cycle and the threats it faces.
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Whether you choose a short stroll or the complete 
loop, each step is a step towards understanding 
the importance of this thriving ecosystem. Join us 
in protecting this interconnected community for 
generations to come.

Painkalac Valley Network free events
Wetland discovery

Tuesday 8 April, 10am – 12pm
Free activity, but bookings are essential at Humanitix

Meet at Allen Noble Sanctuary, Inlet Crescent, 
Aireys Inlet

Learn about the importance of wetlands and 
waterways by exploring the wetland area of Allen 
Noble Sanctuary.

We will investigate the signs and traces of 
mammals and birds found within the wetland, as well 
as the pond for macro invertebrates/mini beasts and 
learn about the wetland web of life.

Canoe discovery

Tuesday 15 April, 10am – 12pm
Free activity, but bookings are essential  at Humanitix
Meet at Canoe Ramp opposite the corner of River 
Reserve Road and Coastal Court, Aireys Inlet

We will learn about the features of the Painkalac 
Creek – wetland – estuarine system, including the 
animals and plants that survive there, as well as past 
and present human use of these environments. Learn 
about Indigenous land and plant use, human impacts 
and sustainable management of the river system.

Fauna survey workshops

Swamp Antechinus, Painkalac Creek 2021
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Saturday 3 May and Sunday 4 May, 7.30am – 9.30am
Free activity but bookings are essential at Humanitix
Meet at car park on ocean side of Great Ocean Road 
opposite Lialeeta Road, Fairhaven

In this workshop you will learn about: 
•	 fauna survey techniques such as humane trapping 

and camera trapping
•	 the current status of endangered mammals such as 

the Swamp Antechinus, Southern Brown Bandicoot 
and the Broad-toothed Rat in the Painkalac Valley

•	 what could be done to improve local conditions for 
these endangered animals.
You will watch the traps being opened and the 

animals carefully examined, measured and released 
without causing them any harm. 

Elliott traps are used worldwide by environmental 
and conservation groups to humanely trap small 
marsupials and rodents.

You will learn about amazing marsupials and rodents 
you never knew existed in the Painkalac Valley – why 
they are endangered and the importance of the safe 
haven/refuge that exists around the Painkalac Estuary, 
where the swamp meets the sand dunes.

Rod Brooks

Draft Urban Futures Strategy 
Hearing of submissions

AIDA recently gave an online presentation to the Surf 
Coast Shire on its submission to their Draft Urban 
Futures Strategy dated June 2024. Members may recall 
that the original written submission was made in 
August 2024 and circulated to them via the newsletter 
later that year. In summary, AIDA supported the 
general principles set out in the strategy document 

and particularly those relating to our local area. We 
also supported the Township Principles applying to the 
coastal townships from Anglesea to Lorne. 

Twelve speakers made presentations to the hearing 
regarding the Draft Urban Futures Strategy, most of 
them relating to rezoning and development proposals 
in Winchelsea and Torquay. Only the Friends of Lorne 
(represented by Penny Hawe) and AIDA focused on 
the qualitative issues raised in the strategy document. 
Very few questions were put to these speakers by 
the councillors who were present. At the end of the 
session it seemed that an opportunity to improve the 
document had been missed. 

AIDA continues to support the Draft Urban 
Futures Strategy despite some reservations raised 
at the hearing. We know that the strategy is being 
formulated in an environment of frequent changes in 
planning policy and regulation emanating from the 
State Government. Nevertheless, we look forward to 
participating in future community meetings to finalise 
this important document.

Ian Laging

Speed limits in residential areas – 
Aireys Inlet to Moggs Creek

AIDA has been advocating strongly for the reduction 
of vehicle speed limits in our residential streets for 
many years. Our member surveys on ‘shared roads’ 
previously identified serious safety concerns related to 
vehicle speeds on these roads. Currently only the 
Lighthouse Precinct in Aireys Inlet has a reduced 
vehicle speed limit of 40 kph. However, we hope to see 
this speed limit area extended in the near future.

The Assets and Engineering Team at Surf Coast 
Shire has advised that they have received a letter 
from the Department of Transport, Victoria, approving 
funding for the speed limit change. The shire has now 
begun the planning phase of the project following 
which they will be ‘reaching out to the community 
for feedback’. We believe that the proposal to reduce 
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vehicle speed limits in our residential streets will be 
strongly supported.

The following main roads serving local residential 
areas are also of great concern to AIDA:
•	 Bambra Road, which is a shared sealed road with 

speed limits ranging from 50 to 100 kph. 
•	 Old Coach Road, which is a shared unsealed road 

with speed limits up to 100 kph 
•	 Bimbadeen Drive, which is also a shared, mostly 

unsealed road with speed limits up to 100 kph.
We urge members to ask council to reduce speed 

limits along these roads when responding to this 
survey.

Ian Laging

Top Shops design improvements

The Surf Coast Shire has recently updated its project 
webpage to report on the public engagement 
phase of this project held over the Christmas holiday 
period from December 2024 to January 2025. The 
shire advised that they had received 151 survey 
responses, 72 comments on the interactive map and 
had recorded more than 190 conversations at the 
three pop-up sessions. The engagement report can 
be found on the project webpage: https://yoursay.
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/AireysInletTopShops 

The shire has summarised the public engagement 
response as follows: ‘that there is a desire for any Top 
Shops improvements to retain the coastal character 
and small town feel of Aireys Inlet and to avoid over-
development.’ Such a response would come as no 
surprise to AIDA members and reinforces the findings 
from our own surveys in the past. Let us hope this 
project follows through thoughtfully down this path.

The shire has also announced the appointment 
of Pete Wilson Landscape Architecture to the project. 
Pete’s credentials may be found at https://www.pwla.
com.au and appear to be well matched to the task at 
hand. We look forward to providing a response to his 
draft design for these improvements scheduled in May–
June 2025.

Ian Laging

Aireys Inlet, Fairhaven drainage study

Members of AIDA and the Surf Coast Shire met in 
August 2024 to discuss, amongst other matters, the 
Aireys Inlet and Fairhaven drainage study. At that 
meeting AIDA requested confirmation that the technical 
brief to the consultants included the Aireys Inlet to 
Eastern View Structure Plan, in particular Objective 22 
as it relates to our local informal infrastructure. We also 
requested that the technical brief include all Painkalac 
Creek catchment areas and that consideration be given 
to counter increased flow impacts of stormwater into 
the Painkalac Creek. We further pointed out the need 
for community involvement and for any stormwater 
improvement proposals to ensure that they focused on 
Water-Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) principles.

The Surf Coast Draft Urban Futures Strategy June 
2024 notes the following under the heading Protecting 
Surf Coast’s unique and valued national environment 
landscapes and built heritage: ‘Intrinsic to this will 
be ensuring that urban development (including 
stormwater run-off ) does not negatively impact on 
waterways and other receiving waters.’ Our submission 
to the shire concerning this draft states that there is 
much remedial work to be carried out by relevant 
authorities to achieve that goal. The Aireys Inlet and 
Fairhaven drainage study should embrace that strategy 
and adopt that goal.

AIDA is very concerned that the final version of the 
drainage study focusing on mitigation options for key 
identified sites will not conform with the Aireys Inlet to 
Eastern View Structure Plan 2025, nor with Surf Coast 
Shire climate and environmental objectives. We note 
that the six project objectives for the Aireys Inlet Top 
Shops improvements includes a requirement under the 
heading Water-sensitive Urban Design to ‘implement 
sustainable design practices to manage water use 
and enhance environmental sustainability’. We see no 
reason why this approach should not be extended 
to mitigation measures for those key identified sites. 
Releasing a draft of the drainage study for consideration 
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to the local community may help to resolve some of 
these concerns.

For those members wishing to take their own action 
on this issue, the federal government has produced a 
guide for homeowners to reduce stormwater run-off on 
their properties: https://www.yourhome.gov.au/water/
stormwater Ian Laging

AIDA committee membership
There are still vacancies on the AIDA committee 
and we would very much welcome new faces and 
thinking. Please consider nominating if you appreciate 
and are interested in AIDA’s work. Enthusiasm is the 
only requirement but we would particularly welcome 

those with IT, communications, legal, planning or 
environmental backgrounds and skills.

The committee meets on the first Friday of the 
month at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre and/
or on Zoom – and from time to time there are other 
meetings or events where committee members are 
called on to contribute their time if they are available. 
The committee’s work is fun as well as important.

Call me on 0419 389 744 if you would like more 
information about the committee’s activities. 

Please use the committee nomination form below. 
The completed nomination form can be posted 
to PO Box 359, Aireys Inlet, VIC 3231 or scanned or 
photographed and then emailed to aida.aireys@gmail.
com to arrive before Monday 21 April.

Ian Laging 

AIDA code of ethics for committee members
(1)	To support the Aims and Policies of AIDA

(2)	To be an active and committed member in the best interests of AIDA, free of motives of personal advantage 
and/or information gathering for personal advantage or gain.

(3)	To accept all decisions of AIDA made by constitutional means, and to refrain from public adverse comment 
about those decisions in any form which claims or implies representation of AIDA.

(4)	To declare any actual or perceived vested or pecuniary interest, and to abstain from voting in cases where 
such an interest exists. This interest must be declared before any relevant agenda item is dealt with, or when 
such conflict of interest becomes clear.

Signature:__________________________________________

Date:_ ____________________________________________

Nomination form for AIDA committee 2025
PERSON NOMINATED:  (BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) _______________________________________________

PROPOSED BY:__________________________________________________________________________

NOMINATED FOR: (PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE BOX)

PRESIDENT	  	 VICE PRESIDENT	

SECRETARY	  	 TREASURER	

 	  COMMITTEE MEMBER	

ACCEPTANCE OF NOMINATION:______________________________________________________________

DATE:________________________________________
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Painkalac Creek Estuary Flood 
Mitigation and Adaption Study

The Surf Coast Shire recently invited input from the 
local community on the above study. To quote the 
Shire:

‘Tell us what you love about the Painkalac Creek 
and your hopes for the creek’s future.’

‘Knowing what you want to protect and why helps 
us plan for the future.’

Members and residents will be able to complete an 
online survey on:

https://yoursay.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/painkalac-creek
The survey will be open until 24 April 2025. 

Alternatively, member and residents can pass their 
thoughts onto council staff in Aireys Inlet on Thursday 
27 March 2025 at the following times and locations:

9:30 – 10:30 am Aireys Inlet Top Shops
12:00 – 1:00 pm Aireys Inlet Bottom Shops
3:00 – 4:00 pm Aireys Inlet Community Hall
To again quote the Shire ‘The information you 

provide will feed into our modelling of future flood 
risk. This will lead to a range of options to manage 
flooding of the Painkalac Creek. Later this year we will 
show you the options and get your thoughts on which 
ones you think would suit best.’

Members may wish to point out to the Shire 
that improving the management of wetlands in the 
Painkalac Valley would be one way of mitigating flood 
risk. So would the adoption of Water Sensitive Urban 
Design principles into our stormwater management. 
Members should also ask to see the Aireys Inlet and 
Fairhaven Drainage Study which should form an 
integral part of the Painkalac Creek Estuary Flood 
Mitigation and Adaption Study.

Ian Laging

Hooded Plover update
On the Surf Coast we had an early start to the hooded 
plover breeding season with our first nest in October 
at Pt Roadknight. LM and his un-banded partner 
produced two fledglings. This pair also nested again 

before Christmas with the result of another fledgling.
The usual pair at Red Rocks produced a fledging 

on Australia Day. On the other side of the Pt Addis 
lookout at Addiscot Beach, a pair of hoodies brought 
up two chicks without our help. Thanks to the various 
members of the public who alerted us to these chicks.

There have been numerous nests that have been 
destroyed by the high tides and strong winds but the 
Hoodies keep on trying.

At Pt Impossible, JM and partner have a chick that is 
due to fledge in a week.

SH and his un-banded partner produced three 
chicks early in the season that were taken after a few 
days by either the kestrels that were flying overhead 
or the foxes that are close by. GORCAPA have been 
very active and three foxes in the area have been 
destroyed. However, there are still fox prints on the 
sand each morning.

The great news is that SH and partner nested again 
and now have three chicks that have about eight days 
before they will be able to fly away from danger.

If the chick at Pt Impossible and the three chicks at 
Aireys fledge then we will have had ten fledglings on 
the Surf Coast this season. This is a record.

We are disappointed that the pair of hoodies at 
Lorne have not produced chicks this season.

Janice Carpenter

Recognition for AIDA’s Ash 
Wednesday Remembered project
AIDA’s oral and pictorial archive of the 1983 Ash 
Wednesday fires was shortlisted for a 2024 Victorian 
Community History (VCHA) Award. The awards are 
presented by the Public Record Office Victoria and 
the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and recognise 
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excellence and originality in historical storytelling.
The bushfires that ravaged the coast from Eastern 

View to Aireys Inlet and on to Anglesea on 16 February 
1983 were the most devastating event of the last 
century in our region. Quite apart from the terrible 
tragedy of loss of life, and the shock for many people 
of losing loved houses and possessions, the fires had 
a profound impact on everyone who lived through 
them. On the 40th anniversary of the fires, this project 
preserves some of the memories of those who were 
there.

AIDA secured funding for the project under the 
Community Initiatives Program of Surf Coast Shire. 
The funding was supplemented by a donation from 
the Corr family and from AIDA reserves. The project 
was completed by Alex Watkins, a video and audio 
producer who lives with his family in Aireys Inlet. 
The Victorian Community History Awards are very 
competitive and being shortlisted is significant 
recognition of the importance of our project and 
the superb quality of Alex’s work. We are delighted 
that Alex received a Commendation at the Awards 
Ceremony. The judges were very enthusiastic about 
the project and Alex will be invited to speak about it to 
the Oral History Association.

The link to this website for the project is https://
ashwednesdayremembered.com.au/

Peter McPhee

Tourism reimagined for the Great 
Ocean Road
The Great Ocean Road Communities Network (GORCN), 
of which AIDA was a founding member, organised a 
five-part webinar series looking at tourism along the 
Great Ocean Road, which streamed in late February and 
March. The series explored issues such as the tourism 
model we have, government agency policies that 
govern tourism along the road today and what a fresh 
‘regenerative’ approach to tourism might bring.

While the event was primarily aimed at the local 
Great Ocean Road community as well as tourist 
operators and government agencies, there was also 
interest from several countries in Europe, South 
America, Africa and Asia.

There were over 300 registrations for the event. 
Recordings of the webinars will be available on the 
AIDA website. Links to the GORCN YouTube recordings 
can be found below:
SESSION 1: Anna Pollock and Corrina Dichiera, ‘The 
tourism model we have’
https://youtu.be/hA1oPuHgFqA

UK-based Anna Pollock, pioneer and thought 
leader in regenerative tourism, explored the globally 
dominant model of industrial ‘extractive’ tourism, 
based predominantly on satisfying transient visitors’ 
desires. In examining forecasts for global tourism’s 
growth, Anna considered impacts on complex 
fragile places and ecosystems, pressures and threats 
to local economies, and to the quality of life and 
social cohesion of affected communities. In light of 
the growing global polycrisis, she examined why a 
regenerative approach is needed, what is involved 
and how a change in paradigm/mindset will enable 
tourism and hospitality enterprises to thrive by 
contributing to the health and well-being of the 
destinations they serve.

Corrina Dichiera, President of the Kennett River 
Association, spoke about tourism impacts on the 
community and ecosystems of their hamlet on the 
Great Ocean Road, and the problems of adjusting to 
and regulating these.
SESSION 2: Dr Dianne Dredge and Lizzie Corke, 
‘Tourism, principles and practice’
https://youtu.be/OqQ3xAaxqns

Dr Dianne Dredge, Managing Director, 
TourismCoLab, discussed regenerative tourism based 
on living systems as an alternative to market-driven 
‘extractive’ tourism. Regenerative tourism emphasises 
the creation of restorative, resilient and sustainable 
relationships with host communities, places and 
ecosystems. Dr Dredge considered how regenerative 
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tourism focuses on the unique characteristics and 
potentials of a place and its people.

Lizzie Corke OAM, the Chief Executive of Wildlife 
Wonders spoke of how Wildlife Wonders offers the 
opportunity to see Australia’s amazing animals living 
freely in a natural environment – just five minutes from 
Apollo Bay on the Great Ocean Road. Lizzie shared the 
story of Wildlife Wonders, and how they are making 
the transformation to a new tourism model.
SESSION 3: Liz Price and Joey Saunders, The Great 
Ocean Road (GOR) reimagined
https://youtu.be/sGz5XupEErI 

Liz Price, General Manager Great Ocean Road 
Regional Tourism (GORRT), looked at how tourism 
is transforming Victoria’s Great Ocean Road. She 
described its current state, and indicators and trends 
that suggest its future. She talked about the current 
economic and social benefits of tourism on the Great 
Ocean Road but also its negative impacts – including 
social disruption, degraded visitor experiences, 
heightened seasonal safety risks, economic instability, 
and ecological damage and loss. Liz then considered 
what a reimagined Great Ocean Road tourism might 
look like and talked about what is needed in order 
to create greater balance and resilience in the GOR 
tourism sector. 

As an example of what is possible in regenerative 
tourism, Joey Saunders, Acting Manager of Budj Bim 
Cultural Landscape, spoke about one of Australia’s 
great National Heritage landscapes. Budj Bim is 
recognised nationally and internationally as a 
special place that offers unique and authentic visitor 
experiences of a living Indigenous culture, a history 
and a landscape that does not exist anywhere else. 
Joey shared the tourism journey of Budj Bim and its 
foundation as a living system. 
SESSION 4: Mirerva Holmes, Ruth Caldwell and 
Jodie Sizer, ‘From Tourism policy to practice – 
government agencies speak’
https://youtu.be/CgiTyFDo_Dc

Mirerva Holmes, Acting Director, Tourism Policy and 
Programs – Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and 
Regions) (DJSIR)

Ruth Caldwell, Regional Director Barwon South 
West – Department of Energy, Environment and 
Climate Action (DEECA)

Jodie Sizer, CEO, Great Ocean Road Coast and Parks 
Authority (GORCAPA)

How do public agencies align with each other 
and with communities on the GOR, as they develop 
and implement their tourism policies and action 
plans? In this session, representatives from relevant 
public agencies talked about their current and 
emerging strategies for the Great Ocean Road’s many 

tasks, including challenges of agency coordination, 
collaboration with stakeholders and communities, 
local business and service organisations, and different 
levels of government and society.
SESSION 5: Dr Dianne Dredge and other panel 
members, ‘From Rhetoric to Action’
https://youtu.be/YBv9PVjzp7E   (audio recording only)
The panel comprised: Dr Peter Christoff: Convenor, 
GORCN; Dianne Dredge, Managing Director, The 
Tourism CoLab; Ruth Caldwell, Regional Director 
Barwon South West DEECA; Libby Mears, Chair, 
GORCAPA; Liz Price, General Manager GORRT 

In a regenerative world, good stewardship 
involves understanding the interconnection and 
interdependence with the community in which 
it exists – conserving and restoring habitats, 
supporting a viable economy, developing local 
capacity and establishing stronger stewardship and 
tourism governance. Many of the opportunities, 
flaws, and threats for the GOR have been identified 
over many years in Master Plans and Destination 
Action Plans, local surveys and frameworks. There 
is much deep community knowledge. However, 
blockages stymie our progress. What are some of 
those blockages? What is needed to overcome such 
blockages this time? How do we collaborate to make 
that happen? 

The panel session was introduced by the 
GORCN series Convenor Dr Peter Christoff and a 
brief commentary by Dr Dianne Dredge on a local 
community’s central role in tourism, the wellbeing 
of residents and tourism development being crafted 
at-one-with-nature. During the panel discussion, 
questions were taken from the GOR community and 
series participants, and were moderated by Dr Peter 
McPhee. 

Charlotte Allen and Mary-Jane Gething

Split Point Lighthouse Precinct – 
the bus saga continues
The Split Point Lighthouse in Aireys Inlet is accessible 
only via residential streets and for many years AIDA 
has been concerned about the influx of large buses 
(and other long vehicles) into the lighthouse precinct. 
The gravel roads in this area are simply not designed 
for use by these types of vehicles. Over a decade 
ago the Surf Coast Shire erected signs allowing 
access of buses over 6.0m in length only via Inlet 
Crescent South and solely during non-school holiday 
periods. Entry was for drop-off purposes only. Two 
new parking spaces for long vehicles were provided 
along the Great Ocean Road (GOR) in the vicinity of 
the Skate Park and the toilets at the western end of 
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risk of an accident occurring between large buses 
whilst manoeuvring and parking and family groups 
(including small children and babies in pushers) 
accessing the beach appears to be very high. The 
risk is exacerbated by the fact that many bus drivers 
ignore the 40 kph speed limits in the precinct 
(especially along the straight section of Inlet Crescent 
South) and that the tourist bus visitations occur 
over a total of approximately five hours each day – 
from about 9:30 to 11:30 in the morning for buses 
travelling from Melbourne to the Twelve Apostles 
along the GOR and returning via the inland route, 
and from about 3:00 to 6:00 in the afternoon for 
buses making the circuit in the opposite direction.

Members of AIDA and local residents have been 
interviewing bus drivers about this issue, particularly 
over the 2024 Christmas and New Year holiday period. 
They have had a variety of responses (some rude but 
mostly amicable) about the situation. We highlight 
these responses as follows:
•	 Most drivers accepted that they had entered the 

Lighthouse Precinct by ignoring the signs. Others 
pretended that they had not noticed the signs.

•	 Some drivers said they had to disobey the signs 
because their passengers had been promised a 

Inlet Crescent South. Access of buses to the precinct 
from the GOR via other entry points is prohibited 
throughout the year. 

Unfortunately, relentless marketing campaigns 
to attract domestic and foreign visitors to the 
GOR tourist route have meant that ever increasing 
numbers of day tourists travel in large buses along 
the GOR, like parcels on a conveyor belt, seeing 
little of, and spending nothing in, the communities 
through which they pass. Like most if not all areas 
of the Surf Coast, our coastal communities of 
Eastern View, Fairhaven, Moggs Creek and Aireys 
Inlet have limited capacity to accommodate long 
vehicles without degrading the natural environment 
and diminishing the amenity and experience of 
residents and tourists alike. In recent years bus 
numbers entering the Lighthouse Precinct have 
skyrocketed and tourist bus owners, operators and 
drivers have been ignoring the regulatory signs 
and parking illegally within the precinct near the 
intersection of Inlet Crescent and Reserve Road – 
refer to photographs taken over the last year and 
a half. Adjacent parkland is used by both local 
residents and visitors for passive recreation and for 
pedestrian access to the inlet and the beach. The 



www.aireys-inlet.org

10

visit to Aireys Inlet (Split Point) Lighthouse in the 
advertising of their Great Ocean Road trip.

•	 Two drivers said that Inlet Crescent was not a 
suitable place for bus drop off and parking. They also 
said that they could get blocked and often had to 
perform awkward or dangerous manoeuvres to park 
and to leave the precinct.

•	 Drivers appeared to understand the Lighthouse 
Precinct access rules but agreed that they rarely 
followed them and always parked in Inlet Crescent 
for about 30 minutes while their passengers visited 
the lighthouse.

•	 They also accepted that they often had to park their 
buses illegally, e.g. parking on the wrong side of the 
road; parking too close to (or on) the corner of an 
intersection; blocking part of the road or parking 
across the intersection; parking across residents’ 
driveways; taking up most or all of the designated 
visitor car parking spaces in Inlet Crescent.

•	 Several drivers indicated that they were not worried 
about entering and parking in the Lighthouse 
Precinct because parking officers and the police 
were rarely seen there and the fines are small.
AIDA has corresponded with the Great Ocean 

Road Coast and Parks Authority (GORCAPA) and the 

Surf Coast Shire on this matter over several years. We 
understand that they will be conducting a joint traffic 
management review of the Lighthouse Precinct in 
2026, which is a very long time to wait in the current 
circumstances. On the advice of the shire we wrote 
in January to provide the above information to the 
Director of Transport Safety at Safe Transport Victoria, 
but have not yet heard back from them. In the 
meantime, the morning and afternoon procession 
of large buses entering and parking within the 
Lighthouse Precinct continues unabated.

We hope that before too long tourist buses will 
be completely prohibited from entering the precinct. 
Until then, we believe that tourist bus owners, 
operators and drivers should be instructed to comply 
with all Aireys Inlet Lighthouse Precinct access, speed 
limit and parking regulations to allow safe access 
to the lighthouse, Inlet Beach and parkland for all 
residents and visitors and to avoid the likelihood of a 
serious accident occurring in the near future.

Mary-Jane Gething and Ian Laging

Dark Sky event
Don’t miss the next Dark Sky event. Book through 
Eventbrite. Details of the event are included in the 
poster on the next page.
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